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TO THE HONOURABLE 
AND RIGHT REVEREND 

SHUTE, 

' BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE, 

LORD BISHOP OF DURHAM. 

My Lord, 

. Were die following tran- 
flation comparable to the elegant priginal, 
I fhould be lefs folicitous for the reception 
it may find in the world, and lefs anxious. ' 
to apologize, for having prefumed, without 
previous communication, thus publicly to 
introduce it to your Lordlhip's notice. 

As it is ufual with authors to addrefs 
their compofitions to fome illuftrious 
friend, or to fome name not more *diflin- 
guifhed by rank and ftation than by a gene- 
rous zeal for the intcrefts of learning and 
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DEDICATION. 
Virtue, though beyond the circle of their ac- 
quaintance, it feemed an example not impro- 
per to follow on the prefcnt occafion. But, if 
I do fo, it is rather in my author's name than 
in my own. Of what themfelves have done, 
few can fpeak with propriety. To under- 
value one's own performances, might per- 
haps not unjuftly be regarded as affe(5lation. 
To fpeak favourably of them, might be im- 
,,puted, on the contrary, to an excefs of vanity, 
with which real excellence is, I believe, 
fcarcely ever found to be united. 

The Poetics of Vida, as they ftand connedl- 
cd with the whole art of criticifm ; with the 
wide range of elegant and ufeful literature ; 
with all that can inform and all that can 
delight; as they are equally calculated to 
aflift thofe whom nature has pointed out for 
the inftrudipn and entertainment of others. 
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aad to deter thofe to whom fuch powers have 

been denied, from the invafion of a province 

to which they can have no claim, are not 

unworthy the public attention. To me, raj 

Lord, it feemed peculiarly proper, to addrefe 

to your protedlion this verfion of an author^ 

who, though of a different church from ouFs, 

and as we conceive, not well informed in. 

fome points of chriftian do<5lrine, was yet, in 

defiance of prepofFeflion and fuperftition, an 

excellent man and an exemplary bifliop ; as 

venerable for his piety as he was refpeAable 

for his talents ; and whofe eminence in each 

was fuch, as might have entided him to 

diftindion in any church or in any nation. 

To enlarge on fuch a theme, and to purine 
a parallel, which will readily be done by 
thofe who are beft acquainted with your 
love of letters, and have long been witnefTes 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



DEDICATION. 

to your inviolable attachment as well to the 

eommon interefts of chriftianity, as^f that 

church in which you fo worthily prefide, 

were beyond my prefent purpofe. I will 

« 
not venture on a fubjedl to which I feel my- 

felf unequal ; nor prefumptuoufly attempt a 

difplay of what is much better illuftrated 

in your Lordihip's condud, 

I am, 

My Lord, 

your Lordlhip's 

moft obedient 

and moft dutiful fervant, 

The TRANSLATOR, 

Nov. 30, 179a. 
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AUTHOR. 

V * 

IT has often been remarked, that the lives of 
men of letters are fo remote from public 
fcenes, and fo little diverfified by incident and 
adventure, ^s to furniflx lefs fcope than ufual for 
biographical information. The remark is in moft 
inftances too juft to be difputed; but however 
little can be known of thofe who have fo largely 
contributed to our inftrudion and entertainment, 
we naturally wifli to be informed even of that 
little ; and an innocent and not unprofitable plca- 
fure id frequently to be derived from it. 

Among thofe heroes of literature, who flourifh- 
ed in the fifteenth and fixteenth centuries, and 
whofe learned labours had the moft decifive in-; 
fluence on it's revival, lyas Marcus Hieronymus 
Vida, fon of Gelelmo Vida and Leona Ofcafala^. 
who was born at Cremona, in Italy, in 1470. Hi3 

a 
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parents were of a refpectable family in the neigh- 
bourhood of St Leonard. An anceftor of our 
author, Bonvefino Vida, was Conful of Cremona, 
in 1 1 66. It. appears, that at the birth of Vida, 
the ancient opulence of the family was confider- 
ably diminifhed ; though not fo abfolutely loft as 
to render them incapable of educating their fon 
in a manner worthy themfelves and him. He 
received the firft rudiments of languages and phi- 
lofophy at Cremona and Mantua, under the cele- 
brated Nicolas Lafcaris. Thence he removed to 
Pa:dua and Bologna, where he profecuted.liis 
ftudies in divinity and polite literature, and laid 
the foundation of his future greatnefs. How long 
be remained in thefe feminaries, or at what time 
he returned to Cremona, is uncertain. It was in 
this place of his nativity that he tried his firft 
efforts in poetry, and celebrated his beloved Serius 
in ftrains worthy of the fubjeft, and congenial 
with it's placid aiid untroubled waters. A paflage 
ih the condufion of the Scacchia informs us, that 
life began to compofe at a very early period. 

In a little time he became a member of tlie 
congregition of regular canons of St Mark's at 
Ma&ttfa; and foon ^ter^ bidding a laft adieu tci 
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his parents, he was admitted to the fame office in 
the church of St John of Lateran. The pontifical 
chair was then filled by the celebrated Leo X. 
a name dear to the learned, and diftinguifhed by 
a genuine love of letters, and a native elegance 
and urbanity not always to be found among the 
fucceffors of St Peter. This pope, who while yet 
a youth was appointed legate of the Holy See, and 
by a Angular accident, eleAed to the triple crown 
before his thirtieth year, was foon informed of 
the merit of our author ; and introducing himfelf 
to his acquaintance, honoured him with repeated 
inftances of his liberality. 

It was not long after this introdi^£tion, that Leo, 
having conceived a defign of procuring fuch a 
poem on the author of our religion, as Ihould 
become the dignity of the fubjeft, made choice 
of Vida as the moft proper perfon to carry it into 
execution. Merit is generally modeft ; and our 
poet, though well aware of the difficulties he 
wou^d have to encounter, did not oppofe the 
wiflies of his patron. We are informed that the 
pontiff had conceived the greateft opinion of his 
abilitie^s^ from the fiditious battle in the Scacchia. 

a 2 
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He had been fome time engaged In the Chriftiad, 
when Leo prefented him, at the inftance of his 
friend Gilbertxis, to the priory of St Sylvefter at 
Tivoli. His gratitude to thefe illuftrious patrons 
is cohfpicuous in the ode to Leo, in two odes and 
an epiftle to Gilbertus, and in feveral parts of the 
Poetics; which prove, that he celebrated their 
virtues not only while yet alive, but that with all 
the ardour of friendfhip, he flied a grateful tear 
upon their aflies, when his hopes from that quar- 
ter were withdrawn for ever. 

The retreat of our author at Tivoli was perfect- 
ly fuited to hi^ temper. Like the great bard he 
copied, he was more difpofed to contemplative 
than to aftive life : and as poets frequently draw 
their fources from within, it is not improbable^ 
that the fweet retirement fo elegantly defcribed 
in the. firft book of the Poetics, and fo eameftly 
recommended to thofe who would engage in 
works of genius, was as much fuggefted by his 
feelings as by his judgment* ' Hete he went for- 
ward with his Chriftiad ; and fecdving frequent 
vifits from 'the literati, to wiiom his houfe was 
always opfn, he uiuted labour with rdcrcation^ 
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,and unbent from the fatigues of ftudy in their 
improving converfation. 

The next event which it is neceffary to notice, 
is the death of his parents ; an incident diiferently 
related by difiercnt authors. All agree that it 
was to him fudden and unexpeded. But fome 
fay it was during his refidence at Tivoli, and prior 
to his appointment to the feeof Alba ; while other* 
inform us, that having attained the prelacy, he 
went in the enfigns of his new dignity, to pay 
them a vifit ; and that inftead of the happineis he 
had promifed hirafelf in prefenting to them a fon 
raifcd by his merit to fo high a diftindion, he 
learnt that they had both expired but a few days 
before. In either cafe, it may be fuppofed that 
this double cataflxophe muft have affefted him 
with extrCTie regret. Of his fenfibility on this 
occaiion, we may form the bcft conception, from 
the pathetic effiifion he has confecrated to their 
memory. His grief on fo melancholy a privation 
was not lefCeued by the deceafe of his patron Leo, 
who died about the fame time: an event whidi 
at once clouded the profpeds^ of our poet, and 
diverted the <ourfe o£ hi» ftudies from their for- 
zuer channel* 
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It happened, however, that in about two years, 
on the deceafe of Adrian VL his old friend and 
fellow ftudent Clement afcended the papal throne. 
On this occafion, his Chriftiad, at the recom- 
mendation of the new pontiff, was refumed, and 
received when completed, with fingular approba^ 
lion. Gn the 6th of February, 1532, as a recom- 
pence of his ingenious labours, he was prefentcd 
to the bifhoprick of Alba in Monferrat, vacant by 
the demife of his predeceffor Antonius Molus. 

The two years fubfequent to this promotion, 
-wrcre paffed with Clement at Rome. But at the 
chd of that period, he grew weary of the city, 
where he was unwilling to remain in indolence 
and ina^vity ; and feeling no difpofition to afpire 
after farther dignities, he . betook himfelf to his 
^Socefe, and difcharged, like an exemplary prelate, 
tiie duties of his office. No man ever lefs diC- 
appointed the public expeftation. The virtues he 
bad cheriihed In private, he brought forth into 
the world I and difplayed them Without oftehta- 
^litHi, to his own honour, and to the public utility. 
His nunners were fimple ; his pety genuine and 
imaffefted. He was no lefs a pattern thap a 
teacher, and as careful to fct a gooid example in 
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his own condud, as he was zealous to difcoarago 
vice in that of others. Some of the churches in 
his diocefe he raifed from the foundation ; others 
he repaired and embeiliflied. IBs utmoft efibrtt 
were exerted for the profperity of his flock ; and 
it might juftiy be fiid of him, that he devoted 
both himfeU* and his poffeffions JLe thejntiqr^s of 
chriftianity and the glory of God. 

Our prelate was no lefs a patriot than a cl)rift4an« 
Though gentle and full of goodnefs ; of the mildeft 
temper and the moft aniiable manners, he was by 
no means deficent in {pint ; 2nd lie proved him-^ 
felf, oh a trying occaiion, a moft adiTe and in- 
trepid citizen. When AH>a was befieged, during 
tha war between Francis an4 the Empercw, the 
Ibldiers having deferted their ftation, and the 
enemy prtparihg to enter, Vida took upon him 
the office of general, raUied his fellow citizens ; 
attacked the befiegers in turn $ ^rove them from 
the wails, and fa.yed the city.^What is no kfs to 
hisihonour, he for fome. time iuppUed the public 
with'prbyifions kt his own expeuce. 

•Diftkgui&ed as x)ur author was by tiie rarefi; 
qualifications ; fo benevolent in his temp^^, and! 
fo attentive during a refidence of thirty-five years 
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to the intcrcfts of his people, it is no wonder he 
was univerfally honoured and efteemed, and that 
his death, which happened on the a/th of Sept* 
1566, and at the advanced age of ninety-fix, was 
generaUy and fincerely regretted* His remains^ 
attended by an immenfe coi^ourfe of fpectators, 
efpedally by the poor, whom he had conftantly 
fed at his own table, w^e depofited with great 
folemnity in the cathedral of Alba. Some time 
after, his fellow citizens at Cremona, to which 
fee he had been eleded juft before his death, ered- 
ed a handfome monument to his memory. 
. As the moft trifling circumftances feem impor* 
tant that relate to men of eminence, it may per* 
haps be not imphroper to add, that,hewa$of a 
noble ilature and jcountinaoce ; and that in his 
afped fweetneft jffas t^npered with gravity,— 
In Italy, medals, w^re ftruck to his honour, having 
his head and name on one fide ; on the reverfe a. 
Pegafus, with the tafqiption, ^ms amartmt Dii : 
pn other medals, min fiimma fed wtm. Ifis 
portrait is to be found in many public rqpofitories ; 
particularly in the library t£ the Grand Duke of 
Tuicany. 
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The poetical works of our author, fiich at leaft 
as he chofe to acknowledge, were cplleded in 
1556, and accurately printed at Cremona, in two 
volumes. The firft contains Hymns on divine 
fubjeds^ and the Chriftiafij in fix books. In the 
fecond are th^ Poetics^ in three books ; the Bom* 
byces^ in two books; three Eclogues^ and other 
detached pieces. His profe writings are Three 
Dialogues De Reipublica Dignitaie^ one book of 
^ynodieal Canfiitutionsy and an Epi^le to Bartbo^ 
lomeus Boftay prefixed to his commentary on the 
Chrifl:iad. Several other pieces have been afcribed 
to him, but as he did not chufe to acknowledge 
them, they need nqt now b? enum^rj^tedt 

SOME there are who deny any merit to modern 
latinity ; while others with more juftice contend, 
that bbth here and on the continent, many pieces 
have been produced, that Virgil or Horace might 
have owned without a blufli. It is notorious, 
that modern compofitions have been impofisd on 
the firft fcholars in Europe, as fragments of the 
moft celebrated ancients. 

The eftimation in which the daffies were held 
at the revival of letters, was followed by the 

b 
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happieft effeds. It gave to the world a multi- 
tude of fcholars, and a variety of literary per- 
formances, far fuperior to any thing of the fame 
period in the modern languages of Europe. 
Many of them might even challenge a place with 
the moft diftinguilhed fpecimens of Englilh poetry 
fince Shakefpeare and Milton. 

Pope, whofe tafte was as exquifite as were his" 
own verfes, felecled from the Italians a beautiful . 
GoUcclion of latin poems ; and \t is ipore than* 
probable, from the imitations found in his writ- 
ings, that to his intimate acquaintance with thefe 
he owed no inconfiderable fliare of his poetic 
merit. Nature had certainly intended him for a 
poet. But he was too judicious to depend folely 
on nature. No man was ever more aiiiduous in 
feleding flowers from every quarter. 

The labours of Vida have been varioufly appre- 
ciated; moft confidering him as in the firft rank, 
if not the firft latin poet fince the revival of 
learning; while fome give the preference to 
SannazariuSy Fracaftorius, and others. But in 
difcuflions of this nature, the humpur of indi- 
viduals i$ more frequently confulted than found 
judgiQent wd critical acumeo. Matters cf t^fte 
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are not cafily adjufted. I Ihall therefore content 
myfelf with faying, that Vida feems not unworthy 
the chzT^&et that has been given him> as the 
beft and moft accurate imitator of the Mantuan 
bard. 

In poetical compofition every man will take 
for his model, not perhaps the beft author, but 
the author mod: congenial to his tafte. Some 
will prefer Virgil or Homer ; fome Catullus or 
I'ibuUus ; fome Ovid or Lucan : and critics are 
not wanting who are infinitely delighted with the 
point and waggery of Martial. 

Our author's attachment to Virgil bordered on 
idolatry. It is vifible in every page of his writ- 
ings. He feems to have cdniidered no other poet 
as at all apf)roaching to a competition; and in 
^very thing but invention, prefers him, without 
heiitation, to Homer himfelf. Perhaps there was 
in this not only the bias of his own genius, but 
a fpark of nationality ; and it is not impi^obable 
that what he fays in the Poetics, in allufion to a 
paflage in Virgil, that he who treats of the excel- 
lencies of foreign countriesi, ihould take care to 
exalt Italy above them all^ was a pi^re of, his 
own mind; an ebullition of national vanity, the 

b 2 
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more cxcufiible as it is fo common; and pro- 
duftive of a natural retrofpcft from onr country 
to ourfelves. It is like the love of fome people 
10 their children ; which is frequently more vain 
than rational j an idolatrous fondnefs, not fo much 
for their intrinfic merit, or for any other reafon, 
as becaufe they fpring from what they love JiiU 
more fondly^ their exquijite fehes. 

In the unqualified commendation of his great 
model, our poet feems to have forgotten, that 
perfedUon is no attribute of humanity ; that if i^ 
be true that Homer fometimcs nods, the fame 
may be faid of his fucceffor ; and that if the for- 
mer was on fome occafions unfeafonftbly minute 
in his defcriptions, the latter feems, in fome places, 
to have funk beneath the weight of his fiibjed ; 
has fallen, more than once, into abfurdity and 
contradiftion ; was not always attentive to pro- 
bability ; and has been cenfured, with fome juf- 
tice, for not having fufficiently marked, like 
Homer, the lights and fliades, the diftinguifliing 
features in the charafters of his heroes, and the 
particular fpecies of eloquence, or courage, cmt 
other quality that diftinguifbed them from each 
other. 
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TV daim of Vida to fuccefefiil imitation, wMch 
implies no fmall degree of merit, is adoiowledged 
by every candid and ingenuous critic. His writ- 
ings poflefs, not as fome have iaid, a fmall, but a 
large proportion of the Virgilian grace and beauty. 
The learned Scaligcr, who with all his fingularities 
was an able critic, makes no fcruplc to compare 
many, of his verfes^with thofe of his mailer : and 
the numerous lift of fubfcribers to the Oxford 
edition of his works, in 1732, aflfords ample proof 
how much they were valued by that. learned and 
venerable body. His talents as a writer have a 
double claim upon oUr attention. He was not 
only an excellent poet, but an accurate and judi- 
cious critic ; and he was fo in that early pe];^od of 
literature, when fdence was but juft emerging 
from the obfcurity of the middle ages. 

It is remarkable that what feems at firft to have 
been confidered by many, and Is ftill confidered 
by fome, as the beft of our auythor^s pieces, is motk 
certainly the worft. The Oiriftiad, though it 
contains many exceSent paffiige^, is not compa- 
rable to his other poems. It is often greatly la- 
boured, and of courfe deficient in that eafy fluenq^ 
of verfificatioa which is vifiUe in the reft The 
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fpeeches arc frequently too long; and the-work 
wants in genera] that ctmofafeliciias^ that happy- 
propriety of fentiment and expreflion, which he 
was well able to have communicated to a fubje<% 
to which he felt himfelf equal. He was perfediy 
fenfible of it*s defeiSs, for which he modeftly 
apologized; and for which too feveral reafons 
may be afligned. It was rather an extorted than 
a voluntary thenae ; and we know what he has 
£ud in the Poetics on that fubjed. 

Atque ideo quodcunque audes^ quodcunq; paratu^ 
Aggrederis, tibi fit placitum, atque arriferit ultro 
Ante animo, ntt Jaffa canas, nlfi forte coai^us 
Magnomm imperio regum, fi <pi^ Xzsctn ufquam eft 
Frimores inter noftros qui talia curet. 
Omnia fponte fua, qax nos elegimus ipfi> , 
f roveniunt, duro affequimur vix jufTa labored 

Poet. 1. I. 50. 

His two earlieft patrons died not long after he 
undertook it. The poem lay for fome time un- 
touched ; and it is probable, would fcarcdy have 
been refumed, had he not been ftimulatcd to that 
purpofe by the intreaties of Pope Clement. His 
relndbmce on this Occafion did honoiur to his feelr 
ings. It arofe, not from any difixxcUflation to tlw 
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fubjeft, but from a judidotis dread of It'd dig- 
nity and importance ; from a convidion, that to 
adopt in this cafe the ufual ornaments of verfe, 
.would be regarded by the more rigid critics as a 
fpecies of profanatipn ; and from a perfuafion, that 
it would be no eafy talk to find a fubftitute for 
them* The aiachinery of the pagan mythology 
could fcarcely accord with the dignity of a chriC- 
tian theme; and Saniiazarius has been not unjuft<^ 
ly cenfured for an impi^priety of this fort in the 
conduft oi his poem De Partu Virginis^ But it 
feems to have been generally agreed among the 
learned^ that a good poem could fcarcely be pro- 
duced without fuch affiftance« 

This fyfiem, however, is not univerfaHy adt 
mitted. Our late critic Dr Johnfon has oppofi^ 
it with great force of argument} and with all the 
poignancy of fktire. A«id furely^ whoever ihall 
gpive hioifelf leave to refteft, muft perceive, that 
it were im^fiible, except iadeed by way of aUu- 
fion, to introduce &ich aaichihery into a religious 
work, without fufcjei^g it to the ridicule of the 
wits, and degrading it firam it's natural dignity 
hy a^ mofl: unfeemly sur of fidum and bufkfquc. 
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1 Ihall not fatigue either the reader or myielf, 
with an enquiry into the reafons, why fcarcdy any 
one not infpired has fucceeded in (acred poetry. 
Whether it arifes, as ieems nliofl probable, from 
the peculiar dignity and elevation of the fubjed^ 
which renders it le& fufceptible of poetical orna- 
ment; whether we enter on fuch themes with 
]0& ardour and afie^on than others; or whatever 
dk may be the cai^e, the h£t is certain ; that a 
capital poem on a ccdigious fubje^l: has never yet 
be^ projduced but by one mian. Who that is I 
ated not fay. But, wwc it not, that priority of 
time muft fecure the palm to Homer, the confi- 
deration that Milton has fo wonderfully fucceeded 
in what none ever did either before or fince, 
would induce U6 to rega:fd him a^ the £rft of 
his profeflion* Nofii^ fays Johnfon?^ ever (bareyi 
fo high, or maimained Ids fii^t fo lotig^ 

The leffer poems^of ViSda, fiick as the Odtsi thd 
Edogues, the Epiftle M QSbertuis, aiid «he £3eg!ae 
pieces, poffi^ their pecufiair and 2^{»proj^tiate ^a^esi 
His ele^ and ej^ftdhirf coinp»ittidns' aft diS&n^ 
gmfl&ed by an eafy, flatttril cttAiofi, and a fweet 
flour' 9f pathetic feii^meilf, \^Mch dSfeoyer His in* 
lereft in their refpeftive fubjefts. The epiftle to 
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Gibertus is at once refpcdfiil and affectionata* 
The tribute to his parents, is marked by an ui)- 
affedled air of tcndpr^i«fs and forrow. His hymns 
are not equal- to hh ether compofitipils ^ and hi^ 
•profe is inferior to his podtry. 

Tl>e Bombycc§, which is ^n effay on the manage- 
ment of ijHk worms, is infdribed 'with peculiaj* 
|)ropriety to a lady*; rthe M^Fchionei^ of Mantuau 
The hint was taken from the Georgics ; and like 
ids great mailer, he has immortalized his infed^. 
The poem has. juftly received the warmeft cnco- 
4mums. It is written with infinite care) an4 
there is in it an invariable propriety of ienti^ 
ment, and axoited didieacy of expreifion, whicll 
prove, that on this occafion he was not unmind^ 
fid of his own precept, and more foUcitous to 
produce a perfed than a ponderous performances 
The imagery it contains is firiJsingly heauti^ 

The Scacchta^ ojr the Go^ of Cbffs^ }m^ hfim 
louch admired; and the poet la attowed Jto Itere 
bcexi fkil&l ia th^ game^ l^oA^iiifV.l^ isSb^M 
required a gceatet e^tertioa of - ingenuity ; foir^oo 
none jl# the iatjeS ibirifliIlg•:^X0^^Te dignity 
.. . • '9 •• *-\. . . ^ ■; / 
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to a taean fubjeft is one of the mod: arduous prd- 
vinces of genius* ' 

In the arrangment of our author's works, fomc 
give the firft place to the Bombyces ; fome to 
the Chriftiad ; and others to the Poetics. The 
Bombyces is the moft poBflied and cor reft, and 
the moft replete with poetical images. But thc>^ 
iubjeft is lefs important than that of the Poetics ; 
and required lefs depth of learning, lefs extent 
of judgment, and lefs critical flcilh Confidering 
it fimply as a poem, it is perhaps the happieft and 
the moft elegant of his works : but by thofe who 
are for mingling profit with delight, and would 
be inftrufted as well as entertained, the Poetics 
^11 ever be confidered as the moft important 
effort of his .mufe ; the effort of a fine imagina- 
tion, under the condud of the exafteft and moft 
vigilant judgment* 

It is impoflible to read this poem with attention, 
"mthout allowing it the praife of a moft ingenious 
and daffical compofidon. Much ability is di£co- 
^red both in the {dan and the execution. Each 
book has it's proper fubjed. Each is arranged 
with a perfpicacity and fltiH, which; thoi^h not 
idfiUe at firft fight, gives it an almoft lo^calmccu^ 
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Yacy and precifion. The rules are laid down in 
an eafy, na^tural order ; and the examples and illnf* 
trations follow with the moft agreeable regularity. 

Nor is it, as is commonly fuppofed^ a mere cento 
from Virgil. In many paflages where he alludes 
to this poet, mqft of the exprefiions are his own : 
and in much the greater part of the work, it was 
impo£Gible he flioul^ borrow either his fentiments 
or his language ; fince the fubjed of the Poetics 
turned upon themes, of which Virgil never had 
occafion to write j and of which therefore he has* 
never faid a fyllable. 

I conclude with obferving, that the accurate 
and extenfive reading of our poet, in the multi- 
tude of his references to the daffies, is emi- 
nently confpicuous. In that age, tranilations of 
the ancients were not multiplied as at prefent ; 
and he who at fuch a period, h«ul made h;mfelf 
familiar with fuch authors, muil certainly have 
dcferved the praife of found learning and iftdtfa- 
tigable induftry, 



AFTEl^ this account pf my author s^id his 
writings, it will be expefted that I flxould 

c ^ 
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fay fomething of myfelf, and of my rcafons for 
prefenting the public with the enfuing tranfla* 
tion. 

It happened, in the winter of 1790, that 
Triftram's Vida fell into my hands. On reading 
the Poetics I was fo ftnick wilh the juftnefs of 
the obfervatioris and the general elegance of the 
poem, as to determine to tranflate it. When 
juft finifhing the fecond book, a learned friend 
to whom I communicated what I was about, 
produced, what I had never* feen before, x 
tranflation by Mr Pitt; which is for the moft 
part fo well executed, that had I made lefe pro- 
grefe in the work, I flxould certainly have laid 
mine afide. But having already gon€ fo far ; 
being informed too that Mr Pitt's tranflation was 
out of print, and obferving that it contained no 
life of the author, and was without notes, which 
deemed highly neceflary to fuch a Work, I ven- 
lured to proceed. 

Many of the notes, which were collefted from 
their refpeftive authors by Triftram, I have tran- 
flated from the latin of Tully, Quintilian, Petro- 
nius, and others; and from the greek of Ariftotle, 
Jx)hginus, Demetrius Phalereus, and Dionyfius of 
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Halicarhaffus. For many of them, perhaps too 
many, I muft be accountable. 

Should fome readers complain, that too much 
pains have been taken to explain allufions, which 
to them mult be perfeftly familiar, they are 
requefted to confider, that this is not the cafe with 
all J that it was no inconfiderable part of my 
plan, to write for the public ; and to render what 
is familiar to the fcholar, not abfolutely inaccef^ 
fible to the multitude. 

I had no conception, in the progrefs of the 
work, that the bcft rules in the world could make 
a poet in fpite of nature. In this view the critics 
of ancient and of modern times muft equally 
be fuppofed to have written in vain. But it. is 
no fmall point gained, if works of this fort con« 
vince thofe who want genius, how many things 
are neceflary to coiiftitute a poet ; and prova 
fometimes effedual to deter the difciples of Baviui 
from the haunts of the Mufes* 
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ARGUMENT to Book I. 

' INVOCATION— Addrcft to the Dawphin, whom he confolct 
be the misfortunes of his family, and invites to poetic ftudics— 
Superiority of heroic verfe— -The laws of Epic poetry propofed 
to he tonfide^d ; which, however, arc not unfuitaUe to other 
fpccies of compofition — ^The poet to choofe a fubjeft fuited to 
his genius — Nothing great to be haftily undertaken— A fund 
of matter and expreffion to be collefted — ^The poem to be firft 
(ketched in profe — He who dedicates himfelf to poetry to be 
accttilomed to it from his infancy, and early entrufted to the 
care of the bcft mafters — ^To be intimately acquainted with Virgil 
and Homer — ^The latter the firft of Greek poet*— The poeti 
neareft to him the beft-^rigin and progrefs of poetry in Iialy— 
Virgil the firft of poets — After his time, degenerating by degrees, 
it alipoft entirely . deferted Italy; — Reftored by fome illuftrious 
names of the family of Medici— The youth to admire and imitate 
Virgil above atl others ; and to efteem none but the writers of the 
Auguftan age — ^A tijtor to be pitched upon who is a matter of 
compofition i not fevere y and who may excite the genius of hit 
fopil, rather by emulation an4 the hope of praiTe, than by threats ; 
who being thus allured to the love of poetry^ will foon purfue ^ 
from incHnation^<^Marks laid down, by which the difpofition of 
of the pupil may be known— Premature genius no favouraUt 
fymptom — Boys to be indulged in fuitable recreation — Pro- 
perties of genius-— The tutor to be upon his guard, left his pupil 
be entangled in the fnares of love — As he grows up, to apply him- 
felf to the ftudy of , other fubjedls, as well as vcrfe— The poet's 
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firft cflay — ^A fubjc£i to be chofen fuitablc to his powers — ^How 
the mailer ihouM correal what is faultyT^-Retirement neceflsuy to 
him who would attempt any thing of importance — The poets 
favourites of heaven — ^The origin of the Mufes — Addrcfs to God 
the guardian of poets. 

ARGUMENT to Book II. 

INVOCATION— The manner in which the writer ftiouU 
difpofe his materials explained-— Of proportion and invocatioti 
—The hiftorical order of narration to be avoided — ^After the 
example of Homer, the poet (hould at once enter the midft of hit 
fubjed, and returning, trace it from it's firft fource— The event 
to be concealed, though not abfolutely to the end of the work-— 
Digreffions to be introduced, not unfeaTonably, or for an often- 
tatious difplay of learning, but when ncceflary and proper- 
Moral fentiments to be intfcrfperfed — Low and vulgar aBufions to 
be avoided — ^Probability to be obferved — Repetition to be guarded 
againft — Perfpicuous brevity recommended— A fcanty theme to 
be extended by epifodc — ^Defcription fliould refemble a fine 
painting, and bring the thing reprefented in a Kvely and pleafing 
manner before our eye4— The poetic vigour not always the fame— ^ 
When upon the decline, is frequently recruited by reading— Whei| 
reftored, muft be fubjed to reafon— Art the copier of naturc^-^ 
Different charaders to be drawn upon this principle — ^To move 
the paflions to be learnt from the rhetoricians— Modefty and 

decorum to be obferved—^Vitgil not inferior to Homer ^Digref* 

fion to the calamities of Italy, and the golden age of Leo the 
Taitb, whofe lofs is deplored. ' 
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ARGUMENT to Book III. 

THE poetic ftyk propofed to be explained-^-To be pcrfpi- 
cuous, with all the variety of which it is capable— The ufe and 
origin of metaphor — The poets indulged with greater licence 
than other writers — Of Hyperbole, Metonymy, Apoftrophc, 
Irony, and Anaphora — ^The figure Catachrefis to be avoided— 
rThefimik— Words to be well chofen — This may be learnt from, 
^thc ancient poets — ^We arc to imitate the moft ancient — Thp 
fecond rate .poets not totally to be reje^led— Of imitating the 
mpft elegant poetsiN— Frequently allude to the (ayings of the an- 
cients — Sometimes life words derived from the Greek, and evea 
fuch as are. barbarous and obfolete — Of Periphrafis, and oom.- 
pound words — ^This liberty Ids frequent sunong the Latins thao 
theGreeksr—Of the ligi^eTknefis and jSyncope— -Rugged names tp 
be fofteaed by art-^-The found to be fubfervient to the fenfi?, and 
not fenfe to be facrificed to found — ^The verfe to vary with the 
fubjediT— Of corre6iioji — Precepts, without the energy of genius, 
of little avail — The author modeftly relinquilhes bis claim to the 
charadter of a poeti and concludes with a tligrdfioa in p raife of 
Virga. . 
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THE 

P O E T I C S 

OF ', ' 

Marcus Hieronymus Vida. 

B O O K I. 
TTV AUGHTERS of Jove, be mine the tafk to fijE^ ' 

Your myft'ries, and difclofe die Mufe's f^idg ; 
To psdnt the bard fublime, whofe heav'n tsiyght vetfe. 
The adls of Gods and heroes may rehearfe^ 
And from the facred mount's exalted brow^ 5 

Look down fuperior on the crowd bdOw. 

Is there a youth whom thirft of gJoiy'&rt»^. I ! 
Whom genius prompts, and cv*ry Mufe iniQpircori t 
Who leaving £u: beneath hu» fl^l^ ftet 
The grovHing vulgar^ dares thft liallMK'd &«»> td< 

B 
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Where Phoebus ftrikes fubKme the filver lyre. 
And they, the lifters of the tuneful choir. 
In heav'nly concerts bids the graves around. 
And high Olympus' golden vaults refound ? 
Thou chief attend propitious, nor refufe 15 

To join the throng, nor fcorn th' immortal Mufe, 
Imperii Francis, born the throne to grace, 
And add new worth to thy illufirious race. 
When, ripe in manhood, France thy reign fliall fee. 
And own thy glorious lire revived in thee. 20 

Tho' from thy drooping country abfent fer. 
So bids the cruel chance of wafteful war. 
The haughty foe in impious rage detains. 
And with thy Hei^ry dooms t' ignoble chains ; 
Tho' her indignant Monarch yet muft yield 35 

To fate's ftcrn law and Pavia's bloody field. 
The viftor's harfli injun^on forc'd to bear, 
Aod pwchalc even liberty too dear; 
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To footh thy anxious cares the Mufc may bring 

Some tuneful charm and draw th'envenom'd fling, 30 

Thy griefs afwage, each gcn'rous pang controul^ 

And flill the rifing tempeft: in thy foul. 

Jl'er long, the changing pow'rs, unfriendly now. 

With deftin'd wreaths may bind thy royal brow ; 

The time may come, to thy own realms reftor'd, 35 

When France exulting fhall embrace lier lord : . 

For thy return e^ch matron's vows fhall rife. 

Wafted in clouds of incenfe to the Ikles } 

Each city fhall pour forth th' applauding train, 

And thronging nations cover all the plain* 40 

But thou, the while, afcend with me the hclight. 

Where all Parnaflus meets the ravifh*d fight 5 

And ha|*k ! the Mufes call thee as they rove. 

And fill with ilrains divine the facred grove. 

Tho' firfl the bard, religion's debt to pay, 4^ 

Jo heav'nly themes reflrain'd his infant Jay^L 
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Yet foon, to thefe alone no mt)rc confined. 
New themes and numbers fill'd the poet's mind : / 
Whatever or earth, or what th' Elyfian plains, 
Orheirsdeep£hade,or heaven's high vault contains, 50 . 
At once his rapid glance inftinftive faw. 
Bold to conceive, and accurate to draw. , 
Next to th* immortal habitants above, 
Uluftrious chiefs and princes lov'd of Jove, 
In high command diftinguifli'd from the throng, 55 
Swell the majeftic tide of epic fong : 
Ndr nobler ought than the rich ftrain that fings 
The glorious deeds of heroes and of kings. 
Thence ftyPd heroic.-~Hail ! thrice honoured name ! 
From Phoebus' felf the myftic numbers came, 60 
When firft Phefnonoe, from the dread abode, 
Difdos'd in fong the councils of the God. 

Let the young bard that hopes in v^fe to fhine. 
And boaH the infiuence of th' infpiring nine. 
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His fiibjcd and his talents nicely fcan, .65 

Nor ruckfly (ketch a lame abortive plan : 
For know, though chief of Gods and godlike men. 
Studious we ihew to raife the lofty ftrain. 
Whatever the poet's genius fliall infpire. 
To pity mov'd, or rous*d to jealous ire j 70 

Whether with pomp he tread the bufkin'd fiage. 
And paint Oreftes dreadful in his rage, 
, Or whether he in fofter verfe complains, 
And fings, O love, thy fadly pleafing pains. 
Or elfe, the tender lambkins bleating round, 7^ 
Sicilian lays the ecchoing hills refound. 
The fhepherd fwains appear in fimple firife. 
And all the homely joys of rural life ; 
Whatever the theme, the critic's art may give 
Worth to the fong, and teach the verfe to live. 80 
TTien let each future bard well pleas'd attend. 
Nor blufh to learn the diftates of a friend. 
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He who would write, muft firft a fubjed find, ' 
Form'd to his tafte, ^nd fuited to his mind ; 
A voluntary theme, and ftili difdain 85 

At others' nod to wake the tuneful ftrain, 
Unlefs fojpe mighty monarch chance to fliarc 
The gentle flame, and make the mufe his care. 
When forc'd the theme, how creeps the languid rhyme 
Through laboured lines of harfh unvarying chime ! 90 
But when ourfelves approve and own the fong. 
The numbers roll in rapid tides along ; 
Thought follows thought, as when the billows roar. 
Wave rolls on. wave, loud murm'ring to the ihore. 

Nor yet, dould prompt imagination rift, 95 

On fudden pinions foaring to the ikies, 
And with new fcengs enraptur'd fancy teem^ 
Adventure rafldy on too vaft a. theme. 
Firfl with thyfelf the wond'rous taflc furvey, 
' Nor fcorn tte genuine wifdom of delay j i oq 
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Long let the (ubjeft fill up all thy foul ; 
M^irk well each part^ and oft review the wliole, 
Till time and thought with rigid art confplre 
To temper and direct the poet*s fire. 

E'jsr, launching to the deep, your fwelling fails 105 
Catch the full impulfe of the frefli'ning gales ; 
E'er firft you ftand a candidate for fame. 
And fondly hope the poet^s honoured name. 
Of various knowledge all the (lores cornbine ; 
Add words to things ; to matter manner join j no 
Art perfeAs genius ; and who tills the field, 
To him her ftores fliall bounteous nature yield ; 

Succefs fliall crown his labours ; but 'twere vain 

« 

Who fails to fow, fliould hope the golden grain. 
Sometimes unlook'd for, thoughts fpbntancous rife, 
Then haplefs he on memory who relies : 116 

When once the meteor, fla&ing on the mind. 
Melts into fiiades, it leaves no trace behind j 
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Xoft is this child of fanqr, and in viin 
You feek the fickle vagrant to regain. laoi 

For me, the youth I praife who e*er he write. 
To ancient bards devotes the ftudious night. 
And meditates by day, intent t' explore 
The precious mine, and feize the golden ore. 

*Twere wifely done, in order to difjpofe, 1 25 

And fketch your poem firft in humble profe. 
It's general form and lineaments to trace. 
To each tranfiiftion mark it's deftin'd place. 
The arguments connect, the bounds define, 
jAsid e*er you form the parts, the whole defign, 130^ 

And now, methinks, propitious galesb invite. 
And all the landfcape leffens from the fight. 
Now were the juft occafion to impart 
The genuine maxims of the tuneful art : 
Put firft the ftudious youth our cares engage, 135 
And all the labours of the tender age j 



" Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 9 ) 

Since lie alone who' from his earlieft days 

The Mufe has wooed, may hope to wear the baysv 

The wprld of fcience who begins t* e:^plore, • 

And cautious coafts along the doubtful fhore, 140 

Let him at once attempt fome tuneful theme^ 

And early drink at the Pierian flream. 

But firft, let fome great mailer graceful teach 

The foundeft learning and th^ pureft fpeech^ 

Left dull pretenders with illiberal arts 145 

And fordid notions, blafi the brighteft parts^ 

With vulgar views and flyle obfcenc.debafe. 

And fix a taint no labour can ei^&ce* 

How I deipife the coxcombs who pretend^ 

Of knowledge void, their learned aid to lend ^ 159 

Who wildly borne aloft on waxen wing, ' 

To loathing ears their ftale pretences bring; 

And boafi, in modes unknown, unheard before^ 

And myflic arts^ to teach the facted Ipre:;. 

c 
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Who pacing folemn thro' the fame dull round 155 
Of wofds fuperfluous and uncertain founds 
To the ibin'd youth pedantic forms difpenfe^ 
And terms unmeaning fubftitute for fenfe ! 
Shall we for thefe the daffic walks decline^ 
The {hades of Pindus, and the facred nine ? 160 
As well might fome conceited down forfake , 
The living fountain for the putrid lake. 
E'er teachers £prmM like thefe our fchools invade^ 
Bear, bleft obfivion, to thy deepefi fhade ; 
Or if fuch mafters muft infeft mankind, 1 6$ 

To Goths and Vandals be their rage confin'<L . 
Now let our youth his earlieft tribute bring. 
Join the foil chcnr and feek th' AcMuaa fprtng, 
. From his firft years the tunefol bard ca^ore. 
Reared by the Mufe on Mindus' verdant Ihore ; 1 70 
And from the ma^ of the^Mantuan page^ 
Hs gciu«s;M aadxif^ch bis Bobl^ ra£pe. 
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Delightful talk ! while yoiing Afcanius fires 

With martial warmth, or tender woe infpires 

To mourn the generous youth untimely flain^ 175 

And the pale horrcnrs of th' enfanguin'd plain. 

With what ddight I hear him Hill enquire 

Of Laufus finking as he faves his fire ; > ' 

Of Pallas pierced by Turnus* flying lance. 

While o'er his eyes the hovering flia4es advance j 1 80 

Unpitying fate arrefts his rofy breath j 

* 

And his limbs fii&n in the grafp of death ! 
Fieas'd 1 behold the fiercer pafiions rife. 
Flame in his breaft and lighten in his eyes V 
But foon his face a diflbrent afped wars, . 1 85 

In forrow douded, and all bath'd in tears ; 
Thee, thee he mourns, Euryalus the brave, 
And the ftern fates that mark thee for the grave. 
Learns with thy ibrrowing parent to deplore 
Thofebeauteousli&otbsaUpakaadliMo'd^ 

C a 
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Sees all around the purple torrent fidw. 

And bea^ top early to the realms below. 

]^pr lei^ the Grecian bards his cares engage. 

And claim the tribute of his tender age ; 

While either fpeech ambitious to obtain. 

He joins th* Argolic with the Latian ftfain. 195 

Now fliall he learn iEneas to compare 

With fierce Achilles, mafter of the war, 

Or Ithacus delating to relate . 

The^ various windingsi of his wayward fate. 

And in Anchifes' o&pring fee combiA'd .200 

Pelidei^' valour with Ulyfles^ mind. 

But fince no flender phalanx forma the throng 

Of Greel^ and Rciihans who contend, in fong ; 

Left fome infexi^r , and of doubtful voice, 

His4:afte 4egFade, asid fix Ms partial choice, .^205 

^Twere wttf to each his fta;tioh/to awj^ril. 

Not «ith the gefiuibe dais the %ufioi;» batd. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



( 13 , ) 

Nor hard the. talk each poet to record ; 

While Homer reigns by right, fiiperior lord j 

Him all obferving, catch the facred fire, aio 

And growimmortal, as his Works infpire. 

Thrice happy he the mighty Greek who iaw. 

And from his lips deriv*d the living law ! 

Or they who iii the firft fucceeding age. 

Felt the full force of his tranfcendant page ! ii^ 

Who n^xt to Homer knew to touch t^e lyre, 

Outfoar the' reft aAd lead the tuneful choir j 

While later bards^ a mean degenerate race. 

At awful dilknce know their defUn'd place ; 

ToQ blind their fether's beauties to difcem j «2<J 

JToo dull to write, and yet too proud to learn. 

Ah ! the dire changie, when from th* Inachtan ibore 

Fled the Greek Mufb^ and leanuing was no more ! ' 

HurPd froni their feats, her kings, her people team, ^ 

And point in exile to tteir ravifliM h6me# da5 
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The fierce barbarian, with infulting hand 
Shakes the red fcourge, and defolates the land. 
The banifli'd Mufe our Latian fires detain. 
From Greece tranfported to th' Aufonian pMn. ^ 
Here, as they firft. their fimple joys rehearfe, 230 
Rough and uneVen flows th^ unpolifh'd verfe j 
Though rude the fong, the rural Gods around 
Hail the glad omen, and approve the fouiid. 
Not yet had E^nius learnt bis arms to wield. 
And pjunt in fong the terrors of the field ; 23^ 

Though firft who dar*d, in yet untutorM lays. 
In Italy prefume the Grecian bays. 
Then others rofe, ordainM t* explain the laws 
Of natiire, and explore each'fecret cauie ; 
Sweet was the pdiih'dfirain, and pure the fonjg, 24a 
As ev^ry Mufe had tbuch'd each tuneful tofigue. 
Urns by degrees the Latian maid aflfonti'd . . 

A nobler »ir, and with Rew bes^uties bloom'd.. 
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Stript of her homely garb, the nymph is feen 
Of form majeftic and exalted niien : 2245 

Till, as obfcur'd no more the face of day> 
The rains fubiide, the fever'd clouds give way j 
In high effulgence ihines the orb of light. 
Serenely fair^ and beautifully bright i 
Great Maro thus at once refplendent fhone, 250 
^ And Phoebus glories in his favorite fon« 
With heavenly ikiU, and art unknown before. 
He purges from it's drois the ancient ore : 
His plafiic fpirit breathes in ev'ry line. 
The feirfe to heighten and the verfe refine, 255 

In thoiiighty in word a God : O Miifes, rife, 
Arid bear your Virgil's prsufes to the ikies ; 
With boimteous hand the fiiow-white lily flijagt 
Scatter the rofe and rifle all the fpring. 
For him who knew to rival all the fune, ^o 

And veil the lu&re of the Grecian name : 
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Nor yet fliall Greece the juft applaufe difdain, 
Tho' long enraptured with th' Homerian ftrain. 
With this what future age may hope to vie. 
When ?irts and arms exalting to the Iky 265 

The Roman name, what human language can. 
Was well eflay'd by this immortal man ? 
It's zenith gain'd, the tuneful art decays, 
And fudden darknefs veils the golden blaze. 
Degenerate b^ds to harih difcordant ftrairis 270 
Wake the vext lyre ; the blufliing Mufe complains. 
Here nature's pupil fcoms the aid of art. 
And there a maniac plays his frantic part ; 
With furious hand this ftrikes the founding firings ; 
At the rude touch the ecchoing concave rings ; 2^^ 
The brazen throated verfe it's torrent pours. 
And Latium groans thro' all her frighted fliores ; . 
\\rhile thefe to harmony alone confined, 
Purfue the fotind, but leave the fenfe behind ; 
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Till Tyber's ft ream no genuine ray can boaft ; 280 
Genius illume:s no more the dreary coaft ; 
But favage nations urge the ftern command. 
And barb'rous fpeech and manners vex the land* 
No' honoured bard invokes the Mufe's aid j 
Spurns the polluted foil th' Athenian maid ; 285 
To thirft of gold the polifh'd arts give way. 
And vice and dulneis reign with mutual fway* 
Long did the fullen gloom its fiiade extend. 
And in one mafs the dufky colours blend } 
Till, like the fun emerging from the tide, 290 

The Medici arofe, the Tufcan pride. 
And Europe's hope, the Mufes to reftore. 
And blefs with kindred arts Etrurian's fliore : 
Fir'd with the call the willing Mufe obeys. 
And crowns her patrons with her choiceft bays ; 295 
niufirious names ! who pitying firft the fetes 
Of ruin'd Greece and her demoliih'd fiatei) 
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Left \dth th/s name the virtue ihould e3^re» 
' Her language loft, extinft her facred fire. 
From ev'ry clime, and cv'ry nation brought 306 
Theyouth who Uften^d, and the iage who taught ; 
Bade learned leifure pour the grateful ftrain. 
And Greece once more illume th' AuTonian plain* 
^Twas then thal^dal^ zeal's auipicious hand 
Explored the treafures of each diftant land, 305 

Intent each monument of. art t' obtain. 
Loft in the rage of a barbarian reign : 
With fcience fraught her mefiengers return. 
The lettered marble, and the polifti'd urn ; 
The page of wifdom, hafiing to decay, 3 1 o 

Learning, to favage ignorance Jong a prey ; 
Whatever efcapes, fierce pouring from afar. 
The vidor fiame, and the wild wafte of war* 
But vain^ aias ! records th' hiftoric page 
The rdga barbarian and the Gothic rs^e, 31^^ 
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While, as impatient for a foreign lord, 

Still flames the fury of the civil (word ; 

Still unfubdued our frantic broik iiicreaie. 

Nor paft di&fters warn us into peace ! 

Such were the former bards,and fuch their fate ; 3 20 
Thou, where the Mantuan fits in folemn fiate, 
DircSt thy fond i-egards, approach with awe. 
From lum alooe the perfed pattern draw j 
Him keep in. view where'er he leads the way. 
Nor ever from the bright example ftray* 325 

If more than one our piilpil's cares engage^ 
Be thefe the names of the Auguftan age ; 
Here let him flop, nor farther urge his courfe. 
Till ripening judgment gain it's utmoft force ; 
Then he is free where'er he lift, to range ; 330 

No charm caq dazzle, and no art can change* 

E'er the foijd parent fix his lovely boy. 

Let prudent care his ^wary thoughts employ ; 

Hz 
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Him let him chufe, whom nature has defignM 

Of gentleft manners, as of wit refin'd j 33^ 

Of native fenfe, improved, not fpoilM by art, 

A prince in letters, with a parent's heart. 

The tender age a watchful care demands. 

And needs the kindly aid of foreign hands ; / 

Left, fliould no faithful guide's overruling fldU 340 

With love of arts th* ingenuou$ bofom fill, 

A thouiaad fhares his heedlefs fteps betray. 

And charm, the giddy wanderer from his way; 

So when the fwam, tp guard the tender birth 

Of infant fhoots, prepares the foft'ring earth, 345 

Studious to each the taper pole he rears. 

Nor wind, nor driving rain the nurfling fears } ' 

TiU foon it feek no adventitious aid. 

The fpreading branches form an awful ihade. 

In lofty fpii;es "the ftatcly columns rife, 350 

Swell from the voUie^i^ and affied the fties* 
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But chief let him your fober thoughts approve 

To train our pupil, win his early love. 

Left fliould the ftern and rigid air infpire 

With fcorn contemptuous, or indignant ire, 355 

Uncohfdous he what charms to verfe belong, 

iA.nd yet unfmitten with the love of fong. 

For other arts the learned lyre forego. 

And bafely tningle Mdth the crowd bdow. 

Then ceafe, yc mailers, ceafe your rage to burn j 360 

The laih difdain ; the fierce demeanour fffurn ; ^ 

Ne'er the vfle Cbourge the charming boy Ihall b^ar. 

Ne'er down his cheek fhall roll the bitter tear. 

Scar'd at his cries the gentle Mufe retires f 

Genius relunaes no more her wanted fires ; ^ 365 

Hardened with cruel ftripes, and wild vnih rage^ 

Ko niore he turns unlnd the daflic page j . 

Content th' ap^bifitedf labour to fuMl, . 

Ungratefiil U&.y and foreign to his wiQ# 
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How, for the imaileft fault, in ihaineful guife, ^Ji> 
How have ^een a brainlds pedant rife. 
Like fome gaunt w(^ impatient to devour, 
And on tbfc timid flock his vengeance pour ! 
The tyrant ftorms ; the culprits tremble round, 
An4 groan3 and fcourges thro' the dome refbund ! 3/^ 
Full oft fliall mem'ry paint one dreadfid day, 
"When raging fierce and frantic in his fway. 
Fain from hb ^ance th' aftoni^'d crowd would fly. 
Scared at the fivid fightmng of his eye. 
Among the refl, alovrfyyouth was there, 380 

Of form fuperior and diftinguifh'd air ^ . 
Unmindfi)! of his t JUk,. in wanton play, 
, He with ^ ieUows xiosM the ftudious day : 
^ffhpa fury Jsindfiiig 11:1 t;he mailer's breaft. 
Loud thuxi^fii^thrdttsliiddenu)n«4rag^ ; 3^5 

Trembling th^ vidiitf fees the Med hand ^ 

Wave high.tiieri(^dtiffign6x>f command j^ > 
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A fiidden terror taints the purple flood ; 

Check'd in it's courfc the living current ftood ; 

Difeafe invades with all fubduing power, 3^0 

Waftes his fweet youth, and blafis the op'ning flower $ 

To tyrant force, too foon he yields his breath. 

And finks reludsyit in the arms of death* 

Where'er thy poplars wave, majeflic Po, 

Or Serius, where thy gentler currents flow, 395 

Palaemon's fate the beauteous Naiads mourn. 

And wafli \^ith pious tears his halloed urn. 

And every wood nymph to thdr eccho^ roandt 

Returns in groans the mehuicholy found ! 

Since the fad hour that by Alddes^ haiid, 409 

The tunefiol Linus fought the Stygiau (brand, 

(The harib command indlgikaatlie wkUlood, 

And dy'd the vocal ihdi with &cred blood) 

Let mailers hear, and Ihun th« ftem debate, 

Wam'daadiaftrudedbythep<>et'tfiri:ej 4*; 
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While each ingenuous youth with revVence hears 
The wary counfels of maturer yfears. 

He who with honeft thirft of glory fir'd. 
Would train the youthby ev'ry Mufe infpir'd. 
With fnendfliip's warmth purfues his Heady aim^ 410 
And gently draws him by the love of fame. 
When once his breaft the fpark ethereal warms. 
Incites to labour, and his foul informs. 
The active flame it's native vigour fhews, 
And'all Apollo in his bofom glows. 41 $ 

Who dais the youthful pupil we commoid ; 
Sweet is the firife, where generous fouls contend ; 
While mutual ftudies high ambition raife. 
And fire with honeft thirft of wcH earn'd praife. 
Should the ftaunchhound,or painted quiver {hewn 420 
Provoke the firife, imp»atient of renown. 
With mutual zeal infpir'd, no thought of reft 
Caa chdck tbe flame that rearms eacb Rval breaft f 
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Each emulous and eager pulhea on. 

Trims the late lamp, and fcon;is to be outdone, 42$ 

Though loft in ocean finks the orb of light, 

And wide o'e^pread the fuUen (hades of nights 

When once to choice the ripening habit ffows^ 

Impetuous youth no frozen medium knows* 

Not £ime alone and thirft of glory moves, 43a 

But for herfelf the getttle Mufe he loves : 

No change his mind can (hake, no time or place^ 

No force can fever from her ftriA embracet 

Who has not feen, when fordidly remov'd 

By felfi(h parents from the arts they lov'd, 435 

With nature's dtftate (houM (bme chance conffare^ 

' Renew the jSame, and roufe the fiumb^ri^g fire^ 

With what ddight the youth thdr tribute bring. 

Repeat in&tiate the Pieiian fpring^ 

And wild with joy the ydke parental breals^ 44ie> 
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So when the fteed, accuftdmM to the rein, 
Sccnti the known females in fome diftaht plain. 
He ftops ; he turns ; he paws in trembling heat. 
The hoUow ground, and champs the foaming bit ; 445 
Indignant hears the furious matter chide. 
Nor feels the goad that rankles in his fide j 
TiH forc'd, at length, with in^ipotent delay. 
And fuUen ftep ha takes his tardy way. 
In fond reludance throws his eyes around, 450 

And, as he neighs, the ecchoing hilts refound# 
How oft, to guilty palaces confin'd. 
Slaves to the fcepter'd rulers of mankind, 
Snatch'd from the Mufes, and their native feat. 
Sigh the (ad youth forTyber^s calm retreat, 455 
Or thine, O Tufctdum, conteM to betf 
XJnfpoil*d by wealA, the wtntci^u^ftorm fevcrc, 
Yar from the tumults mad atiri>hk>a brings. 
And dnts th«t ^eiiiblds haui^^ 
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Since fome confign'd t' unprofitable toil, 460 

Wafte their beft efforts on a barren foil ; 

Doom'd ftill to mourn their deareftwifhes croil^ 

Blafted each hope, each generous labour loft, 

Thefe certsun figns the riiing genius fhew. 

And in hb breaft the flames cdeftial glow. 465 

Sprightly and free,^ the youth felf mov'd proceeds, 

Nor ftern rebuke, nor harfh remonftrance needs ; 

Each honour'd teacher ^ews with partial eyes. 

And ftill enquiring, as new doubts arife. 

With nature's vigour the lov'd toil purfues, 470 

And ev'ry hour the growing flame renews* 

Foremoft the glorious cont^ft to invite, 

r He leaps exulting in a vi&or's right i 

But if fubdued, unable now to bear 

His e^al's gaze,^ the mailer's eye fevere, 47$ 

In folitary ihadese he isdfs relief, « . . 

9f wmooH^ta cosfkm'A ^^ ti€k% with grief i ^ 

E a 
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Ifis alter'd looks the inward conSid fliew. 
And down his cheeks the gracefial forrows flt>w« 
Such be the youth the Mufes Ihall infpire, 480 

And touch his hallow'd lips with {acred fire : 
Phoebus for fuch prepares th' unfading crown, 
Calb from the throng, and ftamps him for his own. 
But he whofe fluggifh foul no power can charm. 
Nor ihame provoke, nor fenfe of glory warm ; 485 
Whofe torpid [^ons one dull tenor keep, 
l^hough fury rave, tho' gende pity weep ; 
Whofe ear uftbkfs'd no precept can retain, 
Deaf as the adder- to the tuneful ftr ain ; 
May ne'er approach the Hdiconian (ftream, 490 

Nor violate the Ihade of Academe. 

Scarce will the critic deign a &anty prai& 
To the green* bard add Ilia ttriripen^d bfys ; 
To time alone the meflow itui^ beksng, 
OffSxthJiftui^kU&liuitiUs^^ 495 
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Not me the quick unkindly growth can pleafe. 
Till blufhing autumn bend the loaded trees^ 
Of various hue the dufter'd vines^ appear. 
At once embeHiih, and enrich the year. 
Too early ripe, dropt firom the parent bough, 50Q 
The clufters fell, wide fcatter*d all below ; 
Neglefted there, they haften to decay, 
Crufti'd by each clown thaft treads the flippery way.. 

Let none aufterc the ftripling Iportsdcny, 
Nor of hisi joys defraud the fprightly boy j 505 

Some Ihort reeds the ftudious year may daim, 
On Tyber's fteep to roufe. the timorous game ; 
To chafe the goat, the niQible de^ V enfnare. 
Or fai" from dties^ in a purer adr, 
Mark the rade itiahners of the vilkge(£orain, 410 
And tafie the fimjAe bcauiSeiPof the pbinw 
Tet not to %Mte'2dtenr he yields «faeday|: < 
But oftvetmng^'tsft^s J» pOEifive w^^ 
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Where high Albun^ waves her ftately groves, 

Or thro' the meads the lim^d Anio roves i 515 
To lift'ning dryads fings in equal lays. 
The rural cuftoms, and the rural praife. 
So when repeated harvefts load the plain, 
Barren a while th' unlaboured fields remain ; 
Till the tir*d £bU, it's priftine force reftor'd, 520 
With grateful change repays each ruftic lord ; 
hk proud luxuriance waves the drooping ear. 
And generous plenty crowns th' exulting yean 

Tet not alike on all does genius pour 
The ray fubliiQe^ and gild the natal hour ; 525 

Whs*. fiiTQW^s there/are, as if in nature's Iptte 
"^o court the Mu&, ttnd ri^tf or wroog nuifi; write \ 
Apes of ]^«Mrf&$, ^dbo in evil lio«r 
^Miftaketheiij||i»i«ti<»f9r!$h*|KW . 
Butvain)ife'x||t|ewi«a^tfeft|R»da8^ 53P 

No Mufe {^iimiY^LAft JGi^ifi^is^ ti^^ ikm i. 
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I^ioebus difdains to hear the fruitlefs prayer^ 
Driv'n by the winds, and loft in empty air : 
More fit perhaps, to wage the wordy war. 
And guide the labours of the wrangling bar j 555 
Or deep involved in metaphyfic lore. 
Nature thro' all her mazes to explore, 
"With toil minute eachfecret caufe ejcplsan, 
And trace &ch link of the myfterious chain : 
Tet have we known determin'd zeal afi^re $6c 

To native warmth, and light the facred fire. 

Not leaft the taik, till riper years may bear 
Thy flames, O Love, thy iroh yoke feverc. 
From the IWeet youth to turn the pcns'nous dart, 
And caudotts guard his iae:q>erieac'd heart : S^$ 
For oft; too foon, the ragmg^ fimtft helb^ j 
Oft to his inmoft find t^be v^<«i Iteais^ 
Each iMTd M^is€bed^ oncer Mi fiv^te^dmiet 
He taftci no ihore Ae-put^'C^aUbfiaai firokiii ^ / 
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But fighs, with care conjfum'd, the livdong day ; 576 
Round his p^e flumbers nightly phantoms play ; 
'The virgin viiion fwims before Im eyes, 
<sAnd more inflames the wound l>y which he dies. 
In ills like thefe, what arts fucceisful prove ! 
What draught can heal the wailing psdns of !ove ! $7^ 
In vain ihall ibothing friendfli^ip's {Mous care, 
Faeonian juice and healing herbs prepare; 
jNot Poefy, fweet maid, hi» grie£i can charm ; 
Fai* othe;^ flaaies his a^tudous bofom warm ; 
Herce jeak>ufy^ by turns, and dai^k defpair, 580 
With all thdr ghsKftly train inh^t there. . 

When xiow to man the ripening ptifnl grows, 
Jk^d briglit the living %ark of geams gb^ $ 
When f^-devoted ai ApoDo's fiirins^ 
He feds withiti the gemnne ray diviae^ 585 

Not vc^Efea&me dirftttdions host imy^daSaiiii 
Eadi a^tibv iriitt ondiu^ to^ f^^ 
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To form the bard, no fcience iliall difd^n 

It's aid, and waken an immortal ftrain. 

But chief fliall tuneful Tull/s fplendid page, 590 

That world of eloquence, his cares engage ; 

Rome's ojher ftar, whom Latium proud to own. 

Mourns the (ad fate of her exalted fon ; 

Father of fpeech, who from th' exhauftlefs fiores 

Of his rich mine the learned treafure pours ; 59^ 

To ev'ry name as imich fupa*ipr known. 

As mighty Rome th^^ profirate world oiitflione« 

Worthy the toil, nor flendo: were the prsdiby 

To ftudy man, amd mark his various ways ; 

From boo^, smd durts, and tra:reUers to know tiod 

What dimes-are foiund, what empires: Iiere4)dawf 

What ftatdy cities Ibew thefpadaus balli) 

VTltat laws jMce^nti], \i4ial:«aaimets iwffiiiA all; 

ThougJiActttyflfli toi fee; Aewqadf reus « fa^e» 

And fb]kMMfli4iaoaaPC0^tbe dUbnjt pctaf ^.- io^ 
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Some we have known, who ftu(fious to declare 
In equal firaini^, the horrid pomp of war. 
Have not difdain'd in cumVrous arms t' appear^ . 
The fword to wield, or poife the glittering fpear; 
Thro' lifted fields, with partial rage to go, 610 

And hurl the iron tempeft on the foe. 
But £ate withfbnds, nor life's contraded i^an 
Grants perfed: knowledge to imperfed man. 
Since in each art no mortal e'er may gain 
Perfedion's height, the fond attempt were vain : 61$ 
Epoug^ in feme to touch upon* the fhore. 
And here and there the various coaft explore j 
While others a more ftrid attention claim, 
St|idy is wifiiom here, and fcitnce fame. 
'Tis not for him who in pursuit of ffAn>^ ^20 

Tru^ tb$ £rail b»rk» am) t^i^ts th' inconftant main^ 

Hurou^ or'rf dime to urg^ his various way^ 

« 

4att idfy tha%» in ieaixk of wonders ftray : 
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Enough, if coafting with propitious winds 

From 0iore to fliore, the deftin'd port he finds ; 625 

Left, like Ulyffcs, plunged by adverfe fktc. 

In all the horrors of the vagrant ftate ; 

Far from his country and his native home, 

Condemn'd in hopelefs mifery to roam, 

Scarce have his children met his longing eyes, 630 

When funk in death the wretched wanderer lies. 

Still as th^ orb of day his courfe renews. 

Or Ihadowy eve returns furcharg'd with dews^ 

Still let each hallow'd bard your thoughts en^loy. 

Your daily ftudy and your nightly joy j 635 

Still to their copious ftream inceflant bring 

The fond defire, and haunt the Mufe^s fpting } 

And as you turn the tuneful pages o?er. 

Draw from their fountain, arid increafe your ftore. 

To fome important theme your cares confine, 640 

Of ufeful moral and approved de%oi, 

Fa 
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And as the grateful labour you purfuc. 
Regard the end, and k^ep the prize in vipw. 

The leffer arts of verfe the Mufe may fpare ; 
Rather be thefe the prudent maker's care ; 645 

His be the talk to teach the metre's laws. 
By juft diviiion fcann'd and certain paufe« . 
But here^ fince praftiee only can impart 
The lower maxims of the poet's art. 
In frequent cuilom let each rule be found 650 

Of tuneful meafure and harmonious found ; 
Soon let the youthful bard begin to raife 
The ilrain fublime, and win the MiUfe's praife ; 
Oft to himfetf the rifing thought repeat. 
Reduce to law, and model into feet, 655 

Mindful of thofe.to whom the po^'rs belong 
Of ma^c numbers, and mnrival'd fong. 
Now all enttanc'd the flrii]£ng poet i|and$^ 
(The great occafion all. his care deaaands) ^ 
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All eye, all ear, left giddy hafte betray, 66q 

Or inexperience lead his ftep^ aftray. 

From pole to pole wide ranging unconfinM^ 

Thro' ev'ry region foars his ardent mind. 

What forms of fpeech, what figures may combine^ 

With mutual aid to perfect the defign, 66$ 

Oft he revolves ; and now before his eyes 

A thoufand fchemes in fwift fucceflion rife ; 

No indolent delay, no reft he knows. 

With various thought his anxious bofom glows j 

With various thought confounded and dpjprcft, 670 

Rapture and doubt by turns divide his breafi ; 

And oft afham'd he finds what moft he knew, 

Difpers'd and vaniflx'd as the morning dew. 

His ear, liis judgment now by turns decide 

If ev'ry thought the ri^d teft may 'bide ; 67$ 

Revolving ftill, if heard or known before. 

Aught lie concealed ; theu from the pkiiteous ftore. 
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The golden treafure pour'd elate he views ; 

And now, unfought, from fome infpiring Mufe, 

Well pleasM the mighty tranfport to beftdw, 68« 

Sudden as fate th* unlaboured numbers flowi 

Now ev'ry varied form of phrafe he tries ; 

Does and undoes ; the growing labours rife ; 

As grows the labour, rifing genius towers 

On bolder wing, and caHs forth all her powers : 6Ss 

For oft a harlh and rugged theme affords 

New fcope for genius and new choice of words j 

Scarce can fucceis his utmoft efforts^ find ; 

Wit toils in vain, and fancy lags behind. 

Now thro' the weary way he panting goes, 69Q 

Where rugged rocks- the toilfome inarch oppofe. 

Till l^crfcenes and fmoother paths invite. 

And the gl^ooiii iffues in a flood of Eght. 

By nsitive ftrehgth, or fome propitious pow'r, - 

Viaorious ndw^ how ihines the radiant hour ! 695 
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Alcides thus Nemea's monfter view'd, 

Clad in his fpoils, and grim with favage blood. 

But when nor chance, nor native force avails, 

"When ftill in vain, as wearied nature fails. 

With grateful change fome happier hour he wdts, 700 

Of brighter views and more propitious fates. 

To longer paufe rdudbnt he retires. 

Till drowfy genius wake her flumb^ring fires. 

So the lone traveler hafiing o'er the plain, 

Where rulhing cataradspf defcending raiUi .' 70^ 

From the high diff a fudden deluge pour, . 

And down the foaining va)e impetuous roar^ 

AftoniiSi'd ftands, and from the torrent's fide, 

Marks the wide wafte of the tremendQUS tide. 

Nor dares the boiit'rous flood, content t* explore ji^ 

iSome fafer ws^y, or linger on the fliore, v 

Tan their due bounds the lefi'ning vntcrSiikjXQw, 

And foftly murmw thyo* the; yalc hchw^ 
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Let not at once the unfledg'd bard afpire 
To ferious themes, nor dare th' Homerean lyre j 7 1 5 
Not Ilis^ds now the young occafion fuit. 
And the foft warblings of the ihepherd flute ; 
Enoygh at firft, in equal ibrains to flng 
The puny tribes that buz on infe& wing ; 
How o'er the croaking race, inopetuous drives 720 
The vidor mpufe ; what myria<k yidd their livet; 
Or how the dire Arachne bids prepare 
Her felon ^tbils, and guards the fihny (bare. 

Our counfiils now, ye prudent mafters hear. 
Nor urge to© iirthe critic airt fevio^s^e : 72^ 

Much tender care ingenuous youth ^^rffl daim. 
Left ftem remonftraface quench tSie ^ittim^ring flame ; 
Till of it®f eMighten'd g^hius learn, 
•As light'ning-quick^ in^ndive to difccrn, 
And%htihing to'Srfeview each latent fault, 730 

' With polifi^lttiBir !ttftt'diaA«» fi]{)0riof thought. 
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But Ihould the Cenfor ftem, wkh critic ey^, 
Each blemifli mark, each fault minute defcry. 
Shocked at the fight, and hopeltfs he forbears 
The learned lyre, and yields to vulgar cares. 735 
Should then my roof receive fome geHtfe gueft. 
With ev'ry native mark of genius bldft, 
Who, prompt to learn, and eager to obey. 
Shuns not to fdUovi^. where we lead the way. 
In courteous guife, with mild and candid air, 740 
rd greet the modeft firanger, nor would fpare, 
His firft attempts indulgent to regard^ 
Fraife the rude labours of the unfledged bard. 
On ev' ry happier thought ddight to dwdl, 
And artfiilly incite him to exceh 745 

But ]£, when eager hppes his brcaft inflame. 
And pdnt the, way to d^duty and £une, \ 
Some verfe ihoold chance, fuperior ftrainsaagnx^) 
Baiting to dmw it's lii^ring trala alMig, 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



( 4a- ) 
A fault; that hstfte admitted, unpercciv*d, 750 

By lawlefs founds unlkiifully deceiv'd, 
With gentleft art our counfels ihould amend, 
^of in the rigid mafter lofe the friend. 

Let,}tion^, for fo the Mufes have decreed. 
Let none prefume the poet's glprious meed, y^g 
Nor tempt a th«t«ie 'twere infolent to dare, 
Unlefs, 9f bi^'nysfs yqid, and free from care. 
Far fropa the world at liberty to rpVe^ 
Amid the f$Cf^ ilUeace of the grove, 
He quit the fceuei^ where noife sgad riot reign, y6o 
For the, cabn i}£tto€& o£ the peaceful {^in $ 
Where in th^ native haunts tj^ dryads i^ort, . 
And Pan and Faimus kec|> their mr^ court* 
'Tis ther? by fear unvex^d, wnfyc^^ by weakly 
Bieftwiththj^^hartmofii^iocq^ 7^^. 

Thp ftudwii9^ba<di?«h;b8^ ( 

No horrid tjttfift[p{|^,f^^ 
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I 

' No monftrous wifli, no impious hopes invade 
The chafte receffes of the tuneful fliade ; 
But pleafures known to few, and quiet poui* 770 
Their balm around, and guard the Mufe*s bower. 
Curft be the wretch, from fiivage tygers iprung,- 
Whofe impious hand, or rude reproachful tongue. 
With rage profane the hallowed throng fliall dare, 
3y force attempt, or wage the |iand*rous war. 775 
Some by the Mufe exalted have we known. 
With look alkaiice and fuperciUoua frown 
Regard the arts by which at firfl they rofe. 
Scorn the bleft bard, and join the Mufes* foes. 
Mortals, be warn*d, th* avenging powers tefpeA, 7^6 
Nor vex, prefumptuous, whom the Gods proteft ; 
Who, bdrh fuperior to all meaner things. 
The fpoils of kingdomi?, and the pride of kings, 
Spurn the low cares that leffer minds employ. 
Their idle terrors and tumultuous joy, 785 
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'Whtn hcav'n*s dread lire, his rapid Hght'nings hurl'd, 
Blafts the high towers, and fliakes a guilty world ; 
Not the dine cradh that o'er each mountain's hea^d 
Rolls it's impetuous fires, the wretch's dread. 
Can from their center move the fouls fuUime, . 790 
That pure from vice, and innocent of crime. 
With, mind tlate, in heav'nly ardours glow. 
And greatly live the life of Gods below. 

Their facred fi)urcc from hcav'n tkt Mufes draw ; 
Far hence, ye vulgar, or approach with awe ! 795 
In glorious .fraud ambitious to a%ire. 
Who ravilh'd erft Jow's own ethereal fire, 
!jto earth the tuneful pow'rs triumphant bore. 
And chear'd with, verfc th' inhofpitable fliore. 
Given by th^ fates (amid& the ftars to rovei^ 800 

And ihare the JfcjOAfuets of tH«! Gilds abovp^ 
To tread thefbtr^ftBew^d panwrmeiitj and to hear 
;The facred ni»e, w t»cb revolving fph^r? 
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In myftic dance purfues it's ftated round, 
Bidheav*n'shigharchth'imnMrtalftrainsrefound,8o5 
Prometheus then, whofe all capacious mind 
Saw their rude ftate, in pity to mankind. 
With pious fraud the glorious prize conveyed. 
And bore the Mufe to Pindus' facred {hack. 
The heav'nly powers,the wond!rous prize obtain^d,8 1 o 
Confirm the grant, while the great donor chained 
To the rude rock, the rigid fentence pays. 
And on his breaft th* eternal vulture preys. 
By his fad fate, for many an age difmay'd. 
No vent'rous bard invoked the fifters' aid : 815 

The Gods themfelves alone, in meafor'd ftrain. 
Reveal their counfHs, and the fates e3:plain. 
His dread decrees firft fung the Thunderer Jove, 
In thine, Dodona, zadtim Libyan grovte-j ^ 
Next Phocianl[ii£m& (from ifisrfecl^^ 8a6 

To lift -ning Crowds the wyftic aarftwer gave j 
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Then too, Apollo, from thy Delphic flirinc, 

Re^oniive flow'd the orade divine : 

Nor, Faumis, lefs out Latian grandfires own 

Thy fong prophetic, and thy rural throne* 825 

But chief, O Salem, of illuftrious name. 

Thy fainted bards th* infpiring powV proclaim ; 

Or they^ the Sibyls, who divinely glowed 

In the full impaiie of the prefent God. 

Then, what the fates of old prophetic fung, , 83^ 

Caught arid it*ecchoed from each tuneful tongue. 

Men firft begin the numic fimn to raife. 

And wake the fhings to panegyric lays ; 

Where flowed the bowl, fome horo's praifc went round 

And thro^the dome the thundering pkudits found. 83^ 

Sweet3E^ocfy ! with thee what art can vie! 
Thou: firft, and faireft daughter of the iky ! 
Thy pow^w divine what ifiortal but mufl know ? » 
What lefe ths«i God the tranfport can beflow. 
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, When themes celeftial the rapt poet bear 840 

Beyond the ftars, to breath empyreal air ? , 
Unchear'd by thee, the changing feafon lours ; 
Nor joy, nor pleafure mark the lingering hours* 
Where'er the warblers of the feathered chair 
Attune the lay, thy genial rays infpire, 845 

By numbers charm'd, the monfiers ctsafe t' engage, ^ '\ 
In mortal conflift, and forget their rag^e* 
When founds in Orpheus* hand the vocal £bell , 
The finny nations roimd their trani|K>tts.teU4 : 
Draw the tall groves their wartiig fpk«9^0ng, Hyo 
And leap the nountaiM at tli' «iidumldng Cdng. ' 
Nor lefs when mighty love the poet led 
To feek the ihadpwy re^ons of the dead, 
His melting ftrains the hovering fhades entrance j 
Mov'd at the found fee fpedred fbnaas^ advance 2 %^(^ 
Then firft the tuneful charm fierce C€a:i>'nis fiwiiid, 
And dire Erynne ftlt the foodUng) fomkL 
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By thee, O Mufe> the bard, a mortal gueft^ 
Delighted fits at Jove*s ambrpfial feaft : 
Thou, gentle foother of each anxious care, 86a 

CaijUfoften angulfli, and difarm defpafr. 
All hail ! whofe aid from mortals can remove 
The ftingof woe, and charm the powers above! 
Fni* frma the giddy ttinmks of the tht^ng, ,; 
Thy vot*ry I^ the ftucBous youth among, 865 

Thy praife alone, ambitious tc attain, - ' 
Approaqh. the p]?ecinAs of thy 'hallptf/d fane j 
, Poet and priefi, the &cred triteile bear. 
And (^et at ihy ibrme the'vo^ibc^ 
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^^ Mufe i^oceed ; o%d?ii^ of beav'A^ MR^more 

On you I :^aU, your t)in§ial. f^d impl0R$ I 
In no mean toil amlntiom to eiigag^^ 
The guide . aimd.patron^ qach §tfm^ ^2g^ ^ 
Prefuming yet, advcnt'iXHis %q ^ psn; . ^ . . g; 
And ope each fbcitt fouiw<}f ii<diq^ 
The bard infpire, as. to your awefiil fluine 
Foremoft he bears the facred gifts divine^ 
And leads thro' arduous and unb»ten ways, 
Whofe brow ihall one day grace the poet^B kySt . tP 
Since but to you each fecvet ^pauth U imf^fntp 
IVopitious now your faithful Yot*ry Qtwo^ . 
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And point the way ; and lo ! where thronging (land. 
And lift the eye and raife the fuppliant hand, 
Th' afpiring youth om couhfels fliall prepare, 1 5 
In high attempt your envied praife to Aiare. 
How from the poet's mind creative flows 
The fruitful theme ; ];ipw fittefl to difpoie 
, Each great event, ahd give to €v*ry part 
Each chanp of: nature, aad each grace of art, 20 
Studious to teach,. unwearied we purfue 
. The growing labour, and our toife renew ; 
190 flender tafk I tho^ o& to whom U giv'fi 
The blaze of gcmw, the pureJight of heiav^n^ 
Tranfported ftiU. the fiream of v^rfe flidl find 25 
Unbidden flow, and ^fluonM to blf mimd, 
iBut firft mother care tlie art wiU'daiimj 
ISfiit les^is thei^wa^ ta gitory and t«.f^ 
He who pfiefiiinw the pcbt^Wtfdtdto ^ry. 
And tempt the 9i4«au9 pai&ge ta the iky, 30 
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In brief yet diofen language fhallexplain 
The fource and progrefs of the fature ftrain^ 
Sketch out at once the track he would purfue. 
And place the general fubjeft full in view ; 
Nor, uninvok'd fome deity, fliall 'dare 35 

Prune the light wing, and foir aloft in air : 
No pow'r addrefiM, what God fliall deign to blefi, 
Or crown the impious labcMir with fucceft f 
Not once alone will ferve the Mufe t* implore. 
But ftill, like ro<:ks along the craggy fliore, 40 

As in the way ihcre^ng toil^ appear, 
And labours rife, for mortal too -fevere. 
So oft implor'd the Gods their aid fliall lend. 
And ftUl catJr dutedus votary befriend. 
Avoid at firft tile oftentatkms glare > 45 

Of ornameid: V tfae^ tte&lid ^pbarafe toi^MT : 
|h humbler ftyle,^ ^^viAiAadHtft gMfe and mcek^ 
The reader fool&.}kkc»nfidetibetltf|ieak> 
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Devoid pf pomp your argument propofe ; 
Left, if be6>re th' embatlblod legioiis clofe, ^ 50 > 

Th' impetuous verfe it's^ I]ia%: tcorrent pour> 
When comes th^ conflidli, when ih' imppirtajit hour 
Should all the ibul oi poetry infpire, 
And each e^porc^B t4H^h mth living fire. 
The creep&ng ftr^b it** atithor's ^ius ihews, 5 <f 
And finka hem turgid bto huinUe profe« 
Better froihimaiU feegintungs to priai^eed 
In juft progreffion, ib ftiaQ aU who tead, 
With frefli ddi^ th* imreafing %leiidcir owa. 
And hail the /etf mg as the rifin|^ iaxu 60 

But wh^^mc fuhjeft you propofe to treat. 
In cautious teifms the great occufioii meet* ; 
JLjct words remotes^ dift«At/bii»ts tmmhiiMr 
To form thfcxpage thiit^fqp*w/;tb6:'d«%»S ./ 
Yet tto' the adtful veihbtttvitalf rercab, . 65 

The thing; €^s^^9lgis^.bi:^ tb»* i^^ 
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6till to each Ikilftil eye, diftind and clear . 

Through all it's wimBngs fliall the fenfe'a^pcar*. 

Thus, if the ftrip^ecfctBa Ulyfles ran. 

No word ihbiiH msurk the much enduring man ; 70 

Him would I fing, who when the Grecian flame 

Encompafs'd Ilion, now no n^e a name ! 

Shipwrecked and poor, by adTerfe fate impetU'd 

Thro* various labours, varimis climes beheld. 

And ftiU condu&ed-by th' iUhenian maid, 75 

Their cities faw, their kws and manners weigli'd- 

More would i add, and ftarting for the goal. 

In one compendious Tiew comprize the whole. 

Sing then, O Mufe^ what care the poet knows. 
Intent the varioiK fobjeA to dii|)ofe 80 

In order meet^ aiid fo the wholef comMne, • ' ' 

Tliat each weB manfegM and coxinefted Ifne ' * 
Still to it's point /whh Heady oourfe fliaB tend^ 
One in it's rife and prpgrefs t^ the end* 
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And firft, no obvious matter fliall be there, ' 85 
Familiar to the fancy or the ear ; 
Of novelty devoid, what art cari give 
trace to the fong, or bid attention live ? 
Hence the Mufe takes a wide extcnfive range. 
And charms the reader with perpetual change; : go 
Her hero's a^fts difdaining'to rehearfe 
In form, a mere dull hiftory in verfe. 
With artful turns beft forwards the intent. 
And leads, myftcrious, to thfe great event. 
Mod fj^om the midft, where nobler themes invite, 95 
Urge their firft efforts, and begin their ^flight. 
And thence returning, itfyxk tAch lime arid jlacc^ 
And from It's rife ihintite each affiotttfaiei ' ' 
Left,<lhouId the feaderfee'bdbrt Bis eyes ' 
A length of ■way,-#h*rei««AJ^d''dtt*Ali)ii arife/* loo 
DubiottS'Be "ft<^, tfridcrtkki tirKlAiti* 'tend 
His fteps, anrf#httre'i!he grdvv^ttg t^l feall end. 
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For when at once into the midft of things. 

With prudent care the bard his reader bringa, 

Short he prefumes tbf way, and but begun, 105 

Conceives at once the growing labour done. 

Yet from the port bis anxious fteps purfue, 

Tho' feeming juft at liand, and full in view, 

Immeafur'd tracks of various dime divide, . 

And pours old ocean his tremendous tide. . i ip 

No bard about an Qiad to compofe, 

Obferves the order of Wiioric profe. 

Nor from th&Fhrygianfli^herd's judgment .d^es: . ^ 

His poem, nprJor'ri^ form.relates 

Whate'cr t>f ill ,tbe kardy Grecians^ bcwrc, xi g 

When rag'd grcst^jHeftor on tJbLft fea^girt {hoxtu : .; 

Rather with way and bloodhe crowns.the whole. 

And wakesteaQb btept^Iing |q ^e fpul ; .! : . . 

Premifingfi|fthc«iy,ftprfla*4.ft€i:uy4eB»^^ . 

Robb'd of i;h€ )bewt«Qus pirize his .arms kad won* lio 
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Then battles rife, then pours the mutual flood. 
The armies clofe, and all is cluft and blood ; 
The Grecians here, and there the Trojans £all> j 

As thofe attack, and thefe defend the wall ; 
Simois and Xanthus fwell witK heaps of ilain, 125 
And their gorg'd ftreams run purple to the main. 
Nor will he heedlefs pafe in ifilence by 
The Greeks conjur'd at Aulis to dcftroy 
Old Priaip's realm ; the thou^d ihips that bare 
" Th' impetuous trQoj» indignant to the war ; 13© 
The i^jhe of Helen j fierce Atrides* rage ; 
Whatever befell fliall crovm^the gibrious page, 
'Vf^bile nine laborious yean^ they leek in tsiIl . 
To raze oki Troy, and quench the Bardwi reign. 
Or fhoold he rife, ambitious to rdate, 13$^ 

How Ithacue, (o'ertufn'd the Trojan ftate^) 
From ihore to fliore, by cruel fortune drivcui, 
Endur'd the fi^m decree of angry hcdxm f 
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He not begins where firft the brazen prore 
Is turn'd to fea, and quits th* Idaean fhorc^ 143 

Nor where the fierce Ciconiaas he fubdu'd. 
And dy'd his veteran arms in favage blood. 
But when the hero, his companions loft, 
Firft reached, Calypfo, thy Ogygian coaft. 
Thence, various toils fubdued,the chief fliall come, 14^ 
To good Alcinous' hofpitable dome ; 
There as around the golden goblet flows. 
Entranced they hear the ftory of his woes. 
With foften'd lookg furvey the wond'rous.man. 
And thro' each train the fad infedion ran* \ 150 
But when the l?ard woxxld paft events recite. 
And tdh^]^ old tr^|i£i^ons into light, • 

Thence he delights each future fcene to date. 
And trace their prefent fr#m thw former ftate# 

Much it behoves the poet to f:onceal 1^5. 

The grand event, jpl; artlefs to jcvcal 
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Too early, what the reader longs to learn. 
When dread Achilles' wrath Ihall ceafe to burn j , 
By what vaft gifts appeas'd, he deigns to bear 
The arms divine, and wield the Pelian fpear ; 1 60 
Or how, efcap'd, Ulyffes fafe may brave 
The giant Cyclop, and his bloody cave. 
Mindful of this, delighted we renew 
The pleafing to]}, nor hunger can fiibdue 
The fond dcfire, nor Morpheus come to flied 165 
His drowfy poppies o'er each finldng head* 
*Ti* thus we fee exulting in ^lis art, 
The great Mseonian play his fubtile part ; 
From fcene to fcene he hlirries us along 
Loft in the charm and blandlihment of fong* 1 70 
When eager fancy ufhers to the fight 
The beauteous Paris dnd the promised fight, 
While fi:etn Attides, now approaching near, 
Esults in anas, and ihake? Ms ibiv&y ^ear. 
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The fight Hands ftill, till Argive Helen £hew 175 

To Priam, reverend fire, each Grecian foe ; 

Each hero by his name we hear her call. 

And various cbnverfe reigns throughout the wall* 

So when the chaflie Penelope dedar'd, 

^Twixt hope and fear, herfelf the bright reward, 1 80 

Tb him alone, her hero like, who knew. 

With matchlefs force, to bend the ftubbprn yew $ 

With wond'rous ikiU each female art ihe tries, . 

Glorious in guile, and poKtidy wife. 

In deep fufpence th^ impatient luitors wait, ^185 

TiU, to decide at once each prince's fcite. 

Trembling flie brings, with lingering ftcps and flow. 

From the high room the Ulyflean bow. 

Not to the laft ihall total darkne^ v^il 
The fequel, lior the grand ev6nt conceal ; 190 

But dUlant hints, with glimmering rays pervade 
The fuUen gloom, and lighten thro' the ihade. 
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Thus old-Anchifes, and the heaven taught fccrs 
Difclofe the fate^ ; -^neas penfive hears 
How future wars fliaU wafte th' Aufonian plain, ipjf , 
And great Achilles fliine in arms again : 
Yet better days the favoring fates defign, 
And chear with foothing hope the man divine. 
Nor Icfe himfelf the happy omen knew. 
When as to fliore the Trojan veffels drew, aoo 

The vent'rous clown, advanced before the reft, 
, Felt the keen jav'lin fjuivering in his brcaft. 
MeQXtius' fon, as pale on earth he lies. 
And fliades eternal, hover o*er his eyes. 
Like fates predided on the Phrygian ftrand, 205 
To the ftern viAor, by Pelides' hand. 
Thou, Turnus too, unhappy might'ft defcry 
Approaching ftite, and Ate's vangeful cry. 
When fbundiag dreadful, on thy ifaidd was feen. 
And o'« thy head, the fcreaming bird ol;>fce^e, 210 
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And e'er the fifters ftop'd thy deftin'd breath, 

Hear the flxrill voice that calFd thee to thy death. 
HeiKe, fung the Mantuan bard, a time will come. 
In termor clad^ and big with inftant doom. 
When thou alas ! (halt wifh, but wifli in vain, 215 
Untouched the fpoils of youthful Pallas flain j 
Not long the fetal conqueft to enjoy ; 
The viftor waits thee, and thy end is nigh ! 
Such hint's obfcure, tho' much untold rexpains, 
Refrefli the reader, and relieve his pains. 220 

So, when the tow'rs the traveller's fteps purfue. 
O'er the high hills firft glimmering meet his view. 
Though diftant yet, with hope his bofom glows, 
Frefli he purfues his way, nor feeks repofe : 
Not fo, when loft in fhades the darkling fcene 22$ 
Shrinks from the view^ and mountains rife between. 

Who hopes t^ excell, muft oft with fldll mature 
His work furvey, and tv'ry part fecure. 
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With frequent care review the whole defign^ 
Weigh ev*ry fentence, and each thought refine ; 230 
Elfe all in vain the Jiigh attempt you dare. 
And praife the genius that you cannot fhare. 

Not giddy chance fliall mark th* inconftant fong. 
Nor fancy urge with devious force along ; 
But vigorous judgment, with a monarch's right, 235 
Rein the poetic ftced and rule his flight ; 
Left oft eq^ntric ranging here and there. 
Now creeping low, now foaring high in air, 
He wander wide, thro' varioiis regions brought, 
I^ all the wild uncertainty of thought. 240 

How oft we fee, untimely from the courfe. 
Who turn afide, and wafte their erring force 
On foreign themes, while guiltlefs of the true. 
Some vague delufiye meteor they purfue ! 
As if fome exile^ his long kjjours paft, MS 

Beholding ifife his native foil at la;Q:, 
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Not by the neareft way his courfe fliould take, 

But here and there the beaten track forfake, 

With vain ddight c/er ev*ry fcene to rove. 

The ftream, the fountain, and the fhady grove. 25a 

Why fhould the bard, preparing to recite 

The {hock of battle and the rage of fight, 

Defcribe, whik ftands the bufinefs of the war. 

The wheels and trappings of each hero's cat ? 

So, fhould fome^ empty boa&er be defign'd, , as 5 

Of valour void, and impotent of mind, 

Who idly girded with the warrior fword. 

Had followed to the field fonue Grecian lord. 

Who fhall expeft the poet to dedare 

I£s height of ihoulders or his want of hsur, i€o 

How ill hisr looks the trade of ^rpis became. 

If one eye bUnk*d^ or if one leg was lame ? 

Such circumiftantial trifles but beguile 

Th' impatieiA reader^ and defiraud his toil. 
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With other grace the Mantiian has pourtray'd z6g 
Drances, beft fitted for the peaceful ihade ; . .. 

Defign*d by nature not the fa^ord to widd^ 
And reap the purple harveft of the field ; 
Yet fam*d for wealth Jie draws the crowd along. 
In council bold, and turbulent of tongue. 270 

But the Qf eek Mufe naay much indulgencie bear. 
And dain^ a licence our's difdains to ihar^. 

How Ihall w^ now th' unworthy effQrts tdl. 
By which inferior bards have fought t* excell ? 
Vain of their learning thefe, in pompous fiiew 275 
And gay profufion, heap whate'er.they.knpw, 
Guiltlefs of art,, in one huge mafs beftowM, 
And the verfe groans beneath th^eao^rt|lWs load« 
Chief they affed, unknown to vulgar ears, - ; 
Abflxufer themes, the motion of tjie fpheres, a§j(? 
Th' impervious nature of th' immortal Gods^ 
A114, the dread fecrct* of the Weft abodes 
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The foul's myfterious fource, how firft the flame 

From heaven convey*d, informed the earthly frame. 

And oft, (let youth fuch ways to laime forbear, 285 

Nor poorly perifli in fo mean a fhare) 

Though time and place the needlefs toil refiife. 

From ev*ry fide they bring with hand profufe 

Some ufelefs hero, fome fuperfluous iage. 

And crowd with nothings the unmeaning page. 290 

Some bards, 'tis true, not thofe unknown to fame» 

Leaving a while the way that firft they came, 

"Where life and manners mark the moral fong. 

Or battles rife the rapid ftrains among. 

To other themes digrefling turn afide, ag$ " 

What force impdHng fweUs old ocean's tide ; 

What caufes dire earth's trembling entrails rend ; 

When rife the twinkling ftars, and when defcend ;» 

How thro^ the fiated figns the orb of day. 

In annual progreft holds his ildning way ^ ^00 
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Or how the filver regent of the night. 
Her horn renewing, iheds her facred light. 
But firft each circumfiance of time and place 
So they adjuft, and with ib true a grace 
The whole difpofe, that not a word ihall feem 305 
Forc'd from it*s place, or foreign to the theme. 
So when ^neas alks his aged fire. 
Why &duld he fliiin to fay if ibuk afpire, 
Snalch'd from this earthy clime, again to fhare 
The light rf Hf«, and breathe the vital air ? 310 
Or, when oceafion offers, to- relate 
What powers inform them in that fevered fiate, 
Whit energy dtvine the i^irits know. 
Freed from the body in the realms below? 
Yet, finee unlefs variety abound, 315 

Nor genuine fource of pleafure can be found. 
With gratefkd change diverfify the flhram, 
Nbt ^ the dreg? the hadkneyM ivihj^dxdhi* 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



i 



( 67 ) 

Whene'er fatigued attention to reftore. 
Studious you quit the track you traveled o'cf , ^^29 
Not without reafon rafhly turn afidej^ 
But from the path with juft tranfition glide ; ' 
Spontaneous fhali the ftrain appear to flow^ 
And not a trace of art laborious fliew. 
Thus on Eneas' arms divine was feen, 345 

With heav'nly jQdll defign'd^ each future fceijeit 
Tfie wars lulus' valiant ofisprii^ wag'd. 
Where fell the mighty, and the battle rag'd ; 
How triumphed Rome, where'er her cagk flew, 
Inur'd to arms, a|^pradis'd to fubdue. 330 

But ihould fome bard of Latian birth relate 
The foil and manners of each difiant ftate^ 
The warlike Mede, the iEthiop rich in gold. 
Or the vaft wealth of haughty Ind unfold j 
On Badria or Panchaia love to dwell, 33^ 

And of their fpicy coafis delight to tell^ 
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tJnwattny he the Roman name to bear, 
His glorious country is no more his care,. 
tJnlefs her praife exalting to the fldes. 
Far as the bird of Jove exulting flies 340 

' Above the reft, he raife her towering famc^ 
Beyond each Grecian or Barbaric name. 

Nc*er fliall we then with erring fury pour 
The critic ihaft, nor fcorn whofe tuneful power. 
And Iportivc flrains >vith fweet digrei&on chear, 345 
Fill the footh'd foul, and hang upon the ear. 
Nor would I doubt, the Gelean art pourtray'd^ 
And each rude engine of the rural trade. 
With tra^c fcenes to crown the verfe and tell, 
"What prodigies appeared, when JuUus fell ; 350 

Or, Bacchus' praife rehears'd, and how the year 
Paints the rich .vine, and waves Uie golden ear. 
To fing the humble quiet of the pJain, 
And the chafle pleafures of the ihepherd fwain. 
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Some, when the fubjeft verges' to it's clofe, 355 

And every theme th* approaching iffue ihews. 

Long hov'ring round, e'er yet they reach the goal^ 

With various failles touch the ravifli'd foul j 

Pcnfive at length we view the labour done. 

And wilh the tuneful pleafure but begun. 3^0 

Who fliall forbid, when fung the tribes that dwell 

In herbs and flowers, and build the honied ceD, 

The plaints of Ariftaeus to relate. 

For each unpeopled fwarm's untimely fate J 

What remedy the nymph Cyrene found, 365 

And how the youth the wily Proteus bound ? 

Nor would we feek the tender woe to ihun 

Of the fad Mufe and her enchanting fon, ^ 

But fhare his tuneful forrows by the fide 

Of Hebrus pouring fwift his foaming tide, 370 

When, Philomela lihe, the ff^oves among. 

Alone he pour'd the melancholy fong J 
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Ttke high abode of Rhefus learnt to wail 
The poet^ and repeat his piteous tale ; 
Bleak Rhodope thro* all her echoes mourn'd, 375 
And figh for figh, and groan for groan returned. 
Thus they who fhew what chiefs their hofts prepare. 
And pour their marihaU'd myriads to the war^ 
Doubt not, digreiling from .the theme to iing 
The fete of Phoebus* oSpring, and the Iqng, 380 
"Who, as he footh*d his forrows to the found 
Of mournful meafures, firft aftoniih*d found, 
VTiih ihowy plunies his members cover*d o'er. 
And row'd, a fwan, along the reedy ihore ; 
Or how the chafte Hippolytus, belov*d 38]^ 

Of Dian, erft the genial virtue {a'ov*d 
Of herbs Faeonian, giv*n once more to ihare 
life's kin(^ing flame, ^nd breathe fupcrior air. 
Nor do they mils, wide ^eamiag o*er the field. 
The nodding hdmet, and the fuHorb'dihiddi 390 
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Each hero's arms familiar to the fight, 
Fleas'd we acknowledge in the ranks of fight. 
The fair Aldkfcs' beauteous oflFspring wears 
The arms paternal and his enfign bears. 
Where Lernian hydra ftartled wc behold, 3915 

And hear her ferpents hifs i!i burnifli'd gold. 
Nor lefs they fihg the beauties of the plain. 
Where fn^d Tempe laves the rich campaign. 
Now the gay fpring in various colours Ihines ; 
And fwcetly murm'ring in harmonious lines . 400 
Hows thfe clear ftream with Ihady verdure crowned J 
Next, rapid Po, thy rural fcenes around. 
Or Achelous, tblne, they love to ftray ; 
£ach fcene ccmfpires to form die various hfi 
Where fauns and dryads fw^tt the tuneful fbrain, 4^ 
And they, the hundred fifter^ df the inann. ' > 
Stifli amidft fighter theriics^ we fcve to fmd 
Truths that asay foftcs and inform tibte tom^} 
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Some pattern to purfue, fome ill to fliun. 

Such as each ancient lire would teach his fon. 416 

Nor always will the fkilfiil bard forbear 
More trivial themes, if ftudious to compare 
Little with great, the Tyrians likeft feem 
To fwarming hives ; or when, as ant hills teem 
With their dark nations, fo the hopelefs band 415 
Of flying Phrygians blackens all the firand : 
Though fure 'twere paltry, poorly to debafc 
To filthy files Aufonia's martial race^ 
And liken heroes to the du&y tale 
Of infeds buzzing round the nightly psdl. 420 

Driven from the town, yet blulhing to retire. 
His eyes; fierce fiaflung with indignant fire, 
While burns the Daunian chief his might to fhew. 
And turn the tide of battle on the foe. 
How grofe th' allufion ihews, how void of grace,4^5 
If, as fome brothCT of the long-cir'd race. 
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By ftriplings iii forbidden paftures found. 

With clubs aflaird, reluclaat quits the ground ; 

Yet here anfi }:herp, retiring from the£eld, 

Crops the rich.^ain the fruitful furrows yield, 43a 

The hero thus furveys with fu^lofi pye 

The prefling Trojai;!^ and difid^ns to fly ! 

Here nonq, we. know, the.likenefs wiU difpute j 

The things agr^i l)ut ihall fovilc a brute. 

In epic themes t)e cQijpled with a naiQe^ 435* 

So great,, fo glqrioo§ in the ranks of fa^ae ? 

Rather, a lonfly lioa> bdd and ftro^g, 

Repuls'd,. yet terrible he iblks aji^ng } 

Unequal fii^gly,. matdi'd againft axt hoft^ . 

Yet flow recedcs,/iJ^d fterply qisltis H^ ppft j 44«» 

Nor turns, his. bawJt tJffwgb Aouting mym<b pou? 

The iroD tcgqafl;. In a injjigka. ihoirort 

Tho' 'tis aUo^^l t)ieipo«t& fUU ..iBiifsc £dgtv 

^d vivid f^^ac^V^'u^trp the rdo^. .. 

L 
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Prudence muft mark the track flie Ihould purfue, 445 
And plaufible dall learn to vie with true. 
Who can believe, that on th* embattled plain. 
Where wild difmay and dread cbnfufion reign. 
By mutual kindnefs mov'd, in friendly guife, 
Glaucus harangues, and Diome4 replies, 450 

While each loquacious chief fuccind relates 
His fortunes, and explains the former fates ? 
The one what woes Lycurgus erft. befell ; 
i&nd this in pompous phrafe delights to tell. 
What labours bold BeUerophon fufiainM, 455 

Falfely accus'd j how bright a conqueft g^in'd, . 
When feU Chimacra vanquilh'd he behdd. 
Or faw the Amazonian tage repeilf d j 
Such force covld confcious innocence afford. 
Brace his Ibrong arm, anc^^dgehii^igfat^usfword! 4$Q 
Whene'er the bard, ambitious to d ^ l^ght, 
From fancy's airyre^on bxjmg^ to U^ht, 
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Hctitious fcenes, he fcarce demands aflent. 
Nor we beftow ; tho' ftill the ftrange event. 
In dread reli^on's veil, myfterious fhews, 465 

And ev*ry God his timely aid bellows. 
Thus fome have painted, (horrible to tell) 
How words diftind from roafiing heifers fell, 
Fixt to the fiery fpit, and turning round j 
That reafon lefs may fufier from the found 470 

Of fpeech portentous, when P^lides* horfe, 
Laments prophetic his great mafter's corfe. 
By Paris ftretch'd and breathlefs on the plain, 
Or when, ftupendous, from the azure main, 
j£neas' Hups to nymphs transfdrm'd incite, 47 j; 
And urge the godlike hero to the fight. 
But thefe, however they firit the poet's ftatc. 
Are fabulous, and pafe the vifionary gate. 
If ought in order graceful be thy care, 
Shun with tautology to wouncl the ear : 480 
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For what can pleafe when threadbare worn and old ? . 
Or what £0 tedious as a tale twice told ? w 

Hence we condemn the bold Homereari ftirain. 
Not once content Atrides* dreams t' explain j^ 
Nor once to fing with what refentment fir *d, 485. 
The great Achilles from the Greeks retir -d, v. . : 
Unlefs his mother Tlictis learn once more • • : 1 1 
His forrows on the folitary fliore. '•''^' 

When princely chiefs their awful: mandates fend^ , : v ^• 
And heralds to the high bdieft attend, . 45r<5fi 

In the fitme ftrain the lordtors enbur^e, ' ; : . .: 
And word for -word repeat the royal ch^irgc. 
Not; vfo fagc Veniuiusf coocife aiid grave. 
To Arpi fentj.thfi tnoharch's ahf«ref gave^ 

Some to extehfivij themes dircftitheir: aim ; 495^ 
Ponderous withrtlvcxn and' pcrfeift is- the fame. 
But thou a fubjeil arar4 confin'd dem»d, . 't 
Mi oft retoveliit1tfith:a feilful ha»d:, : . : ,;, [^ 
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To grace thefdttgneach charm of fpeech (hail join/ 
And all Apollo breathe in ev'ry line* * 500 

But flio^ld you feek to lengthen and dilate 
Some fcanty theme, the .fit naattrials wait ; 
A thoufand ways lie open ; suui t* extend 
The ple^fing labour, truth with fiftion Wend j - 
From vafibus quarters ufefiil matter glean, '. 50^^ 
T* embellifli and diverfify theicene* i :\ 

Thus 'the; great bgrds of anciienr times delight, » 

With adverfe ddkies to fweH the fight : 
This aids the Greeks, and that theiTrojan baaids, . V 
Here bellows Mirs, and there Mi^nerya ftjunds, 51^' 
With mutud r^eimpdifd,.tiil heavfn's dread fire^ . . 
Convene the xa)itnmljandsjlay^^^ : 

Though 'tij.j^ee«l, nio danger cm an»oy , : ^^ 
The pow'rs above^ nor quaflitb'immortal.jdy*^ : 
Then they pow««y -kh- inftpa&We abodMj : jfj 

Of dark Cocytu»;and A' infernal Gods j ;. ; V 
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Her whip of fcorpions fierce Eyrnne waves. 
And Tart'fus howls thro* all her gloomy caves. 
Then the gay tribes that flit on vagrant wing, . 
And the dread laws of augury they fing ; . 520 

While oft fome reg^ feaft prolongs the lay. 
And mirth, md converfe crown the jovial day. 
Now at ioipje htxo's flirine due rites are paid. 
And folenm games appeafe the mighty fliade. « 
finatchM from the jaws of fate thefe grateful poUr 525 
The annual vow, and hall th' au%iabus'.hour : 
To Phoebus now, the Pythian monfier flain, 
They wa&e the lyre and *raife the ^ive ftrain : ' 
Atxd now, enthroned :abGrv:e the rolling fjsheres, , . 
His glorious labours gt*eart Alcides hears ; 531:^' 

Alternate fcaigs iheAdf o's praiife pfcdftim, 
Axui hiU atfi vaBef e<^cboes to Ms imtM 

Afpiring flames *heirfiawjky GOlttmnr*^ 
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Breathing no more his fires they love to tdl, . 535 

And l)lcls th' avenging hand by which he fell. 

How does the bard in jnft defcription rife. 

And bring.each lively fcene before our eyes ! 

If Neptune^s rage th' occafion fliall demand. 

Repeated fhipwrecks blacken all the ihraad ; 540 

Dread Scylla here and there Charybdis roar, 

And mountain-billows laih the Euxine fhore. ' - \ 

Should jBstmine pale with fierce contagion join. 

O'er fick'ning realms to widd the fcourge divine; • 

Strait thro' the land defpair and terror fialk 545' 

With giant firide^ and urge their lonely waUc }* 

Unpeopled cities raife their fjuires in vain. 

And defolation ravages the plattt. 

When iEtn^'a flames denQundi^:ruinn£b . 

And wave their forkjr vdttmi^ to the fldci^. 550' 

Dark pitchy doodsruiiboty wi^atha tSpx^ . ' 

Ai)d add ocw honors tQ thjcrEvid&fi^ 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



( 8o ) 
With thundering found while ftorms of aflics pour 
From her dire womb and darken all the ihore. 
So wheii the poet lings of war's alarms, ^^^ 

. Sounds the loud charge and fets a/World in arms. 
With mutual rage the mingling fquadrons join. 
Huge M^rs tremendous to^'rs along the Ene, 
Urges the daughter, thins the ranks of fight, 
And views the dreadful fcene with fterri delight, 5.6a 
The din of battle ruihes oh the ear, 
The dying ^an, the clang of armis we heax,' . ^ 
The coward^s fhriek, abandoned to defpiii*, 
Th^ ui^tying viftor, and the wretch's prayer. . f. 
Hence from his aH-rcreativc fancy came . 56 jT 

In ancient tixhes the.poet's. honoured nzttk^ ' --^ 

Whofe plaftic art firopi ev^ry quarter brings,; 
And fets ia vievr. each genuine form'iof thii^s^ 
Who, when of ibme hm^d city Bxytm^dht heairs. 
But yields to n?turd,-aiki diflfalvcs in tears ^ if/flf- 
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Relenting fees the miffile torches fall 

On the high roofs, and fpread from wall to wall 
Th* afcending flames ; the long liv'd fire furvcys, 
(His country loft, her turrets in a blaze) 
Trembling with age ; the helplefs infant fees 575 
Hang on his father, and embrace his knees ; 
While the fond mother rufliing thro* the train 
Of friends and foes, implores the Gods in vain ? 
Snatch'd from the altaf , fee the virgin tear 
The beauteous honours of her flowing hsdr ; 5^0 
And beat her breaft, diftraded4n her woe ; 
But all in vain the melting forrows flow. 
In vain ihe finks confum'd in tender grief. 
The Gods behold, nor rufli to her relief! 
Thefe from the cruel fcene tumultuous fly, 585 

To other climes beneath ibme diftant (ky ; 
While thofe from ravifli'd domes and temples pile. 
With impious haad profufe, the glittering f()0U ^ 
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With various aim from ftrect to ftreet they run. 

To plunder thefe, while thofe the flwghter ihun. 590 

If ow from above the fpark of genius flovpls^ 
And in the hum<ui breaft fuperior glows ! 
Various the foul, and hence in various views. 
The forms of things their images difiufe ; 
Whether with fyn$ and fkies |be love to rwge 595 
In ceafelefs motion ?n4 perpetual change. 
Or worn vdih an»0us care s^id thought awhile 
Court fbft rc^QJe, remifiive of her tcul f 
Or by fonje ftrange myfterious fpf ce» impreft, 
Anguiih and joy divide th« wavering brcaft } €oq 
Or rather by great Jove'? 9t^m^ few, 
trhe Gods conkf ih9 tnnfport, or wtthdmv- 
Thisn haj^y ke the fofter hcmr who wait& 
Of facred in^oUe 9o4 of hv'n»g £itm» 
Hi3 taO( remits, titt hmv'^ returmng fouk §03 
JXxc^ lii labQvrSi and lua caret bgguUc : 
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The Hifle ti^ iurdy come j tiB then in ^n 
Tou court the Mufe, and tempt th' unhaHoVd firainv 
Not man* is doomM alone like change to mourni 
Each form of nature fufifers in it's turn : 6 id 

Stript of their leaves fometimes we fee the woods^ 
And from their banks retire the le&'ning £oodte ;- 
Not always fuH the guihing fountains fldw^ 
Nor ceafelefi fprings eternal v^dure Skew. 
Hence does the bard like turns with nature find^ 4i^ 
His fpirits funk, depf efsM his tow'riAg mind ; 
Deep lodged within the torpid pdw*r he feds^, 
And o'er each fcftfe the drowfy vapour fteals ; 
The tuneful pow'^s invoked his fuit deiky, 
No Phoebus hears propitious irotA ^e fky^ 
And at his voice the changing Mufes iy.«-«^-«» 
How oft alas ! he feeks, but feeks in vain. 
With inftant vows their influence to regain^ 
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WhUc all unmdv'd they hear the firuitlefe prayer, 

Withold their fuccour, nor relieve his care ! 62$ 

Some from the former bards of glorious name, 

T[teir fires renew and light the generous flame j 

Tjll, as from cloijds emerged th' aetherial fun 

O'er hfeav'n's dear azure haftes his courfe to run j 

So they once more the facred vigour know, 630 

And feel within th* immortal ardour glow- 

What God is this that thro' the poet's foul 

And in each vein bids fudden tranfports roll. 

In flames divine involves his beating heart. 

Fills the whole n(jan and lives in ev'ry part ? 635 

For now onqc more th' infpiring ppw'r regains 

His ancient fest iAd^ in his boibm reigns* 

In ftrains ab^ye mortality he fingp^ 

And foars l?eypHd;?dl fmblunary thipgp.i: 

Unable now t^ie infltt^cp,^fl cpftjf 9tfl . 640 

That burns within, and (}rin^!|g up hi$ foul 
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FilTd with the God, bears the rapt bard along. 
In all the pomp and majefty of fong. 
Invoking Phoebus, at whofe high beheft 
Th* impetuous ardour glows within his bre^ft : 64^ 
Not balmy fleep can flop his headlong courfe. 
Nor thirft, nor hunger's all-fubduing force. 
In vifion oft immortal bards have found 
The facred nine the favoured couch furround, . 
In fleep infpire, and teach each tuneful tongue- 650 
To utter founds ev'n Phoebus might have fung. 
Such thirft of fame their tow'ring fpirits know. 
And fuch the pow*r Apollo can beftow. 
But ah ! dear youth, th' fiery rage reftrain. 
Nor give to fancy up the loofen'd reih. 6$$ 

When in thy breaft the all*ind^iring power 
His feat maintains and gives th* aufpicious hour j 
When o'er the main propitious zephyrs fweep. 
Launch not without a pilot to the deep j 
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Revic\i^ each former ffight with foul fedate, 660 
Nor too advent'rous rufh on folly's fate, 
To reafon's fway the ruling hdm refign. 
And to her laws fubmit the whole defign« 

To follow nature is the poet's part. 
The firft stfid greateft energy of art : 665 

Her, chief, the bard muft ever keep in view 
Where'er he wander, and her ftep^ puHua. 
Hence when he paints the various Wayii of tnen^ 
And untaught infiinA of the beitial train. 
In words exprellive and precife we trade 6yo 

Of ev'ry ftate and age the proper grace ;* 
What forms of life beft fuit the rev'rend fire. 
And what the fprightly yputh's impetuous fire. 
Not does he fail in equal terms t* explain 
How female beauty moves the amorous fwain ; 675 
How diflPrent ftations different manners own, 
iProm the rude clown to him who fills a throne* 
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I like not when a charader appears 
lU dra^Ti, uofuited to it's ftatc and years ; 
Telem^hus unfeafonably grave, ^80 

Or Neftor raih, alert, and fiercely brave ; 
Ifi outward form a venerable fage. 
In ad a {tripling in his greeneft age« 
In Virgil, fuch the graceful poet's art. 
Each perfonage fupports his proper put ; 6$$ 

On each cong^ni?^ honpurs are boftow'd^ 
Female or male,, a hero or a God« 
"When in Jove's fenate dam'rous broils arife. 
In brief the &cg of Gods and men replies : 
While the fair Queen of Love redtes at !arg« 69a 
Th' unworthy fiiff'rings of her Trojan charge. 
By yiative ra^ impelled, heaven's empre& fiorai9t 
And threato, fiiperior to all vp%ar forms* 
As in the youth tumultuoos courage glows. 
And ardent valwf afi it's vigour ihews, €9$ 
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Young Turnus thus, his Phrygian foe in fight, 
Claims the rude combat, and provokes to fight 
The wandering chief .of Troy. While youthful ire 
Boils in his breaft^ and f<^s his foul on fire, 
Latinu§/aQi'd for venerable age, 700 

Pious as juft, and politicly fage. 
His heat allays, md looking forward far. 
Dreads either dubious iffue of the war. 
The te;iider Didi> various parts fuftains, 
A lover now confum'd with jealous pains, 705 

And now a monarch. When at heav'n's command ^ 
^neas feeks to quit the Libyan ftrand. 
Frantic aiyi >^d thro' all the town Ihe flies. 
And on her lips th* unfimfh-d fcntence dies : 
Fea:rful, confused, her brpkon airooots teS 710 

What woes l)d^ the inaid 4hat lorvc^ too well ; 
No more that Dido wlto received of late 
"Itc wrctcheci r#cs of the Trojaja ftate, . / ' \ 
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Who footh'd and felt for forrows not her o^n. 
And bade theto fliare her fortunes and her thronel 7 1 $ 

Nor flialt thou &un the curators to ttace. 
Who teach to fpeak with ek>quence and grace. 
Hence Sinon knows to bHnd his Phrygian ftws^ 
And cheat the fenfelefs mob with fpccious Chews : 
And wife Uiyffes to the Trojan wall 720 

Yet Handing, could the parting Greeks recal. 
Why fhould I now the three ag'd Ncftof name, 
Firft of the Greeks in foft perfuaiion's daissi ^ 
Whofe words the boifi'rous Argives could ittbdike> 
And foften -into peace the factious crew ? 725 

Fair Venus thus her i{vjur'd fpoufe preparet 
To aid and fecohd hct maternal cares'. 
With ipeech circuitous aad fitbtHe art. 
She fires the dotard and infiames his hetrt^ 
TittVidc«l)yhcrfoftintr«atie4v^tm - 73d 

jForges th' aethenal aormour for hier foh. 
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Ilence do we learn to fway the du6tile mind^ 
Where'er we pleafe direded and indinM, 
*Tis thus the bard with wonder working fldll, 
Leads the whole man, and rules him at his will. 73^ 
If flow and fad the mournful numbers flow, 
The reader fliares the viiionary woe : 
If gay the fcene, the fprightly notes control 
The pang of grief and fwaUow up the fouL 
Who when he hears what ills the fates prepare 740 
For the fweet Thracian, but partakes his care. 
While, foothing all alone his anxious pains^ 
He nightly pours the fad melodious ftrains. 
And bids^ eaeh penfive morn, the echoes round 
The lov^d, the lofl: Eurydice refound ? 745 

So when the blooming youth by Volfcens flain. 
Falls prone in death, and bites the bloody plain. 
And, like fome flow'r beneath the ploughlharc fpread. 
Languid and pale declines his b^aiutcaus head. 
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How does the reader's breaft with fury glow, y^<y 
And long to lay the mighty boaftcr low ! 
To raife the youth, and from the gaping woimd 
Drive back the fiream that trickling to the ground. 
His fnowy limbs with purple covers o'er. 
And bears the liero to the Stygian ihore, 755 

Shoi^d e'er his theme conftrain the bard to fpedk 
Truths that may crimfon o'er the virgin cfa^ek^ 
With gentle hand the nice occafion touch. 
Rather cojrceal a pa^t, than fay too muc|i i 
What {huns the modeft Mufe, forbear t' eKp^dTs, 760 
Nor ihock the reader with the bold eaecefs. 
Sure 'tis enoujgh to fey, when thunders roll^ 
And forky ligbtiiings flaih from pole'to poief 
To the feme cave^for mutual Ihdter came 
The Ttojan doef wd the fond Tyrian dame* 765 
Farther than this 'twere flianaeleis to relate, , 
Suffice it, heav'a had.giv'n the fbjiip of fate, • 

N a 
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A|id th? (hbck'd earth, as o'er each mountain'sbro^r. 

Shriek the wild nymphs, the fullen tempefts blow. 

Let Hot young Trqilus be naade to wield, 770 

Againft Achilles, terror of the field, 

Uriequal arms, but on the Libyan ftone. 

To great JEsieas let hi$ fate be (hewn, 

Rerc'd by the foe, and tumbling from the car 

Drag'd fay his fiery cdurfers thro* the war : 775 

But fee, on no pretence, you dare to tell. 

Or hint th' unfeemly rage by which he fell. 

Zach graceful charm of decent manly fenfe. 

With lib'ral hand the Latian bards difpenfe ; 

While in invention Greece muft ftand ^lone, 780 

And daim t]i^unrival'd province for her own. 

For this the giFeat Mseonian oft be read ; 

€at^ all. his fire, aii4 in his footftq>d tread > 

To (hare her wealth, o'er ^ laac&ia roam, 

And brifig the ravtib'd ipoib t;^iumphant home. 785 
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Scarce, if Apollo hearken to his prayer, 

Lefs glorious is the Greek traififlator's care. 

Than his who fcorhs the beaten path t* explore. 

And gives the world what ne'er appeared before. 

How tow*rs pre-eminent above the reft, 790 

The Mincian bard, in foreign armour dreft ! 

How moves tnajeftic Mantua's mighty fon^ 

Clad in the golden fpoils from Homer won ! 

Be it the Grecian glory to have taught 

To Italy her arts : *tis our's t* have brought 795 

To full perfeftion the rude tafte of (Greece j 

To foar fuperior in the arts of peace. 

Beyond the reft, as once Rome's heroes faw 

Her copqu'ring arms the fubjeft world o'er^we. 

Ye guardian Gods of Rome, and Phoebus, thou, 8o» 
At whofe lov'd flirine thy Latian ofispring bow. 
Indulgent power, by whom our country rofe. 
At once the dread and envy of her foes. 
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Since fuch the changes wild fedition brings. 
Such the blind rage of fierce difcordant kings, 805 
Her altered arms no more the nations fway^ 
^ Her high command no djftant reaJms obey, 
Let her at leaft this one diftindion daim^ 
The firft in peaceful arts and lettered fame# 
Unhappy knd I oh our ovra breaft we tunr 810 
The civil fword, for foreign empire \mm ! 
Though late ariiing whence flie lay fiipine. 
And mindful of her old illuftrious line, 
She arm^dfor war ; yet arm^d alas in vain ; 
Unwearied yet the envious fates remain ; 
And itill webopdefs drag lAm lengthening ehain. 
E'en^hile remotefl nations trembling heard! 
Thb facred nm&of Leo, and revered 
IV^mkn divine : 'Twas dien the miti^ed chief 
TnUihulov^dJu]ius:&it4h6L|ttbi^ Sac 
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Alike in zeal and princely care they ftood. 
And jointiy labour'd for the common good ; 
And, but malicious fortune ftood between. 
What golden days had riling Latium feen ? 
On him admiring Europe turns, her eyes, S25 

Sees where aloft the facred banner flies. 
Each chief prepared to fummon from afar, ' 
And lead th' impatient lemons to the war. 
Oh ! hadfi*thou but beheld, imperial Rome, 
Along thy ftrcets the Reverend Hero come! 830 
How had cdd Tyber borne with fond delight, 
Adown his daffic ftream the hajlow'd frdght \ 
How had he fbvPd of captive realms to fee 
The foreign garb^ and awkward progeny i 
How had the papal chariot drag'd along, 835 - 

Bound to it's gorgeous wheels the fcepter'd dnoci^l 
llie haughty Sdltannyd Ms impk^ushi^ 
Should rule no more the SolymasaA coaft ; 
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No more, in fond imagination fee 

The proftrate globe fubmUfivebend the knee. 

Move at his nod, and bow to his decree -y 

No more his troops like locufts wafted o*er. 

From their parch'd plains, infeft the Weftern fhore. 

To fee the train the frequent youth fhould join. 

And pour thro' ev'ry ftreet th* extended line. -845 

High on hi3 throne the fire, arrayed in gold. 

Once more th' adoring people (hould behold ^ 

His treaf^ries heap with rich Barbaric fpoils, 

Refplendent trofdues of his g^iou» toib ; 

And thro' the fdemn fane» rdligsoils pour, 85a 

With piou9 hand thfe confirarftted ftote* 

But fooo, tbofoon the envious pow'i's deftroy^ 

Out tow'ring aims, and quirfb the Jirottb'd joy j 

Our Leo lic^ we pin^ in fullen ^eom^ 

Aa4 all our liope» lie buried' in Ms tomDr ^$s 
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T HE 

POETICS. 

BOOK III. 

X"¥ THAT graceful forms of fpeech„\»iiat ckarms 

offtyk, 
May gain» O Phoel^s, thy apprpviog finile. 
And your's, ye £»cred sine, I bow atXend, . 
And fee my labours haiisen to dieirencL 
*Tis to the MKi£s,pfQpitk»is that we owe, J 

If chofen terms innatuse's cplouss fh^ 
Each form,of tbiiig»y .and to the laviflt'd fiiii^ 
Paint eVry £croe^ 9ud amimate the wh<^« 
Let iK}t the dafiasit gMl thy courfi: m 
Unnerve thy vig<»ir^ m abate tigrj%todi , ja 

O 
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For fee, approaching now the arduous height, 

Th* applauding Mufes wait to crown thy flight 

With wreaths unfading, fliew th* immortal bays. 

And join the triumph with the voice of praife. 

See ! from Parnaffus and her rofy bow'rsy 15 

Profufe they fcatter amaranthine flow'rs ; 

Soft thro' tht 2^r ambrofial breezes fly. 

And more than Eaflern odours fill the Iky. 

That firft of faults, obfcure exprefllon ftiun ; 

Noi^Jiike fomc former bards oblivious run, 

To fkulk in ihades, and ficken at the fun. 

*Jf Phoebiis deign to aid each h;ippy line, / 

The praife of pcrfpicuity be mine : 

None ^U for me fiiperflous toils endure^ 

And tempt in vain the palpable obfcure. ^25 

Nor need we here invoke the friendly pow'rs, 

And idly afk.a boon already our's ; 
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For language boafts infinity of phrafe. 

Still to the mind in various forms conveys 

The fdf fame thought, by diflf'rent terms expreft, 36 

And ev'ry fecret motion of the breaft. 

If bere yoiT hopelefs tempt th' impervious way. 

And fuUen glooms your devious fteps betray, 

Ceafe the vain toil, fome other paffagetry. 

Till the ferene effulgence from on high, ^S 

0*er the dark fcene it's chearing influence pour, 

I)ifpel the gloom, and heaven's broad day reftore. 

Unleis within fome narrow theme confined. 

That cranips and fetters the afpiring mind ; 

Since thoufand forms and thoufand figures ftand, 40 

Prepared for ufe, and ready to your hand, 

Thofe thoiHand forms and images employ. 

To vary and refine the facred joy : 

In diflf*rent lights, each thought, each figufe place, * 

And pafs from c^ch to each with dignity and grace. 45 

O 2 
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Hence do we ftiil a tuneful pleafure bear. 

That fills the foul, and dwells upon the ear : 

In this is nature copied by the bard. 

Who eyes her in her haunts with fixt regard ; 

Marks how on cv'ry fpecies is impreft 50 

It's proper form, diftinguifh'd from the reft ; 

Man from the Ihaggy tenants of the plain ; 

From feathered fowl, each native of the main. 

Oft to ainfirate and adorn a thought. 
The true difmifs^d, fome foreign term is brought ! ^^ 
Nor does the thought, in foreign garb appear 
Of awkward afpeft, or unfeemly air ; 
But in the pride of viAory elate, 
Boafis the gay fpleijdor of her altered ftate j 
Exulting fliews the (hining trophies^ won, 60 

Nor to the glittering ipoik prefers her own. 
WheA battles rife, tumultuous, we defcry 
The rage of ocean, foanaing to the fcy ; 
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Or o*er the field a fiery tortent rolls. 

Drinks up the plain, and flaflies to the poles, 1^5' 

Nor lefs tremendous we the fight compare 

To winds confliding in the fields of air : 

Clouds rufli on clouds, with wild impetuous roar. 

And waves encou^nt'ring belloW to the fhore. 

Thus thro* the piece, the Protean fubjefts range, 70 

In fwift fucceffion and perpetual change : 

Alternate jmages receive and lend, 

And with their own, a granger's features blend : 

Pleased we furvey the fleeting forms that rife. 

And pafs in quick rjsview before our eyes. 

Though oft one theme the varied charm fopplies* ^^ 

When from fomc neighboring rock's o- erhangingftocp^ 

The clear fmodth furface of th' untroubled deep^ 

Chief fixes and arrefts the traveler's fight, 

\^th chaften'd pleafttre, and ferene delight j. 96 
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Yet does he mark the fofi: fubjacent fcene. 
The waving forefts, and tlie meadows green ; 
The pure expanfe each form depending fhews^ 
And from within, in anfw'ring colours glows. 
*Tis thus the bard, ambitious to difpenfe, * 85 

StUl varying pleafure, and uncloying fenfe. 
With iludious care diverfifies the ftrain, 
And leads thro' mighty nature's wide domain*, 
Now in few words, but choice, he loves to raife^ 
Ennobled and embellifli'd by his lays, ' 90 

An humbler theme, in brighteft colours fliewn. 
And rich in various fplendour not it's own. 
Thus^ fayour fathers, once the pow'rs on high 
Conversed, in language worthy of the &y ; . 
And fuch the founds the heav'nly Mufe convey'd, 9 j 
From Jove's high hail toPindu^'ficred fliade. 
For in the courts aBd^e,'the tuneful chohr ' 
Join in tha dance, and moting to the lyre. 
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Of great Apollo, with ethereal fkill 
Fire the rapt bard and all his bofom fill. loo 

Yet not to poets only is coAfin'd, 
Such powers of fpeech, fuch energy of mind ; 
Like forms the mafters of perfuafion try. 
Like figures oft the orators apply. 
Whether, in all the majefty of law, 105 

They check the culprit and the guilty awe, 
Or from the jaws of fate impencfing fave 
Some guiltlefs friend, and fnatch him from the grave. 
In metaphor delights the careful fwain, 
When wave the bearded groves of golden grain j ii o 
It's dufter'd gems the purple vintage yields. 
And plenteous ihow'rs delight the thirlly fields* 
From penury of wor^ ihc^ figure came, 
And poor eiqireffion of the real name:- 
For native teems the liked were 4e%&^d, - -- ti^ 
To paint ideft and unfold the mind. - -^ -• 
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As rip'ning arts advance, fo man afpires ; 
"WTiat need invented, luxury recjuircs ; 
With hand profufe o'er ev'ry fubjecit pours, 
A waile of charms, a wildernef^ of fipw'rs. 1 2« 

So firft, the rage of Ardps to defy. 
And the chill horrors of th' inclement &y, 
Man's homely hut -of flender reeds conjbin'd. 
And walls of mud, fisar^e foreen'd him frc^nci the, wind : 
Now {lately julcs on Paj?ian col^nans vie 125 

With- regal doQies, and fitik£:t^e das^^^ledey^; 
Rich in Corinthiac^ bra& ftuf endoiis ^e^F 
Their lofty hi^ds, apid glitter in ti* pir*. 
Others with; more referve this Mceo^ daiDt^ 
Long ^aiited ta :tlw pQpt's i)oUq umaq j . 13^ 
For^efe in c^^ii^fpoiitdwaus liane conffin'd 
The Mufe, ami tM- jto fiil« th^ «M3irfil^ niiad {. . 
Thq reft uxjt^J^fifimMyAoMi^ thexmsi 
And with a wider 0ini|>tii^cw«' the plaip ^ 
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Hence do the bards, who truth with fi^oh join, 135 
With bolder flights embellifli their defign i 
Nor blufli, if.fc9|:^ered through the piece af^pew 
Figures far fetched, and foreign to tte cw# 

Some, to exalt a fav'rite fiibjeft, fly 
Beyond t^e bounds of {n^obabiUCy* 14a 

When armies ihout, theazure vai4ifis around 
Of high Olympus trend>le at the found : 
And fome with fre^nt repetition tdl> 
And pamt.the Mfoes of Qium u. fl»^i j/ C 

^^ Oh fire ! di coui^ ! oh di£iiroiiA fitte . . 145 
<' Of Priam's hmi&aafllaf die TroyftaOftte! ^ 

« Qh JupMJir ! beMd the tott'nug witt, . > i 
'' And n^faty Bite Aodiiiigip her rfUir -r.o I 

Varyii^ tNr :tmw>^^ NqMnvM il junr the imiia:} : [ 
Bacchus the tillb;Qniltiie'g^9Uc)ikgra&^ .-^1^0 

Qrbythecif^^jiitlMipcoifelattte^ : . ; j i,\ 
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When her fad fons portentous fears invade 
Straight Afric trembles, ftruck with confcious dread i 
Some by one common name each river calli 155 
And Achdous anfw^rs for them a]l% 

Now in abrtipt ^^rcffionthey complain^ 
like fome fond virgin to her abfeiit fwatn } 
Invoke the lofty miimntains and the woods^ 
The lonely caverns ^and th^ impetuDiis floods ; 160 
Hold mimic cobverfe with thie rs^p'nng gatle. 
The mo& gro^/m ^nkto, or the winding vale ; : 
Xo ^Tenfelef^ tocks ^ reiate thdir ' teodn^lovos, - : 
Or tell theinfilrrows to th' miconfiioiui gcovesu :* ' 

The real &nib/ometim^& they ait£ai vt8v [ -i^^' . 
In fpeciou^fembbnce^^and theitr«ik4oc^^ :^^ *' " 

ISk^ (kilfid«e;si»d>fiktpe',^^^^^ ; ^i' ^ ^^ 

Thus, Trwf^ik^1hbm,yhtf^M!^ v/cT . 

And ftole her huftand^fr Ifaulchipnife tiff^Pf^^ • 17^ 
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So through ^e field the viatliie Drantes toils, 
Mawsdowiiwhi^rinks^aadwiththe wetleara'd fpoiI$» 
Safe from the war, enriches his abodes, . 
And fills the gorgeous temples of the Gods* 

Why ihould 2 fing with wlat delight they bear 175 
Th' enraptured f6ul along, and qharm the ear i 
When with ju(&Jo6s choke tliey turil upAiif .; . . 
And the Mufe echoes the mdUBuousfiraaaJ ' v. V 
^^ This, were Arcana judge, fliould T?zn dkifain, \ 
^< Arcadia, Pan, ibfiuld fpeak thy ibxtence ysun.'* j 66 

Though long efiabfifb'd cuftom may afford 
A thoufiind liberties of thought and word. 
Whene'er you drop a native term: aod dmfe j , . 
Extrinfic forms and figurative ^^ivs, 
htt nothing hadb cff diffoi^ant be there, 185 

Rejeft with ^udgme^t^ ^d f^e& with C3r«. 
Some with: unhfti^iwi»<i«.diijp(^^ . . i 

Figures unapt and foreign to tli^/^nfe I 

O z 
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Stript of their proper form the things appear, 
Andfcorntheodiousgarbthey'redboia'dtowar. 190 
So when transform'd in thetr bomfaafiic fines,^ . 
A iimple ftall the fteed's high piubce &mes ; 
Or when the gtz&j great Rhea's tfdBTes fliewn, 
^ Ufurps a form Ind fimbltote not it^s own, 
The awkward bavd all cmtkifm defi^, 1 95 

Who besrabn^iMlts a pigmy to the Mcs^ 
Anderery grace of fitnd[s to 4efbroy , 
In a huge giani's armour jbides a boy. 
Sometimes 'twere beft. the gemaine.term to ufe, 
And paint afubjc^ imit's native views { aoo 

But let nofjonai^ behdard, no icenei» appear, 
< To hurt the eyei, (^ Wmind the Mtife'ft ean 
^^s ufual with the poefcfk to cfompare . ^ 
Things ne^tiiniilfie, yet call them wfa«t they ^c: 
Here be €0i^if<^aB4 in £0«ir* words expofe ^05 

The ftibjea vrhe4«§ «l 4rft th' idea i?ofe J 
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From tfai^ to that with quick tranfition nm, 

And fliew; in hsmf tkt whote comparifon ; ' 
Nor, ftsaiigdy tediddls and luimiiidfisl, feem 
To lofe th^'Wxy; 2u^ wander from yOTir;tIiefifd 'a lb 
M\ich it? ib^hdvtefi tl^ -flltidioM bard to thxg^ / ' T 
A ftyle and ^iigtiage^\^rthy df the i&o£t J , ^ * '^ 
Not ev'ry'idira& witii<ipo6try accordg, :.->^ ^ : ^ ^^I 
Kor eqnarij»>tfae girac^ia^dpcwYof w^ > 
In each it's proper dignity is (een^ ' 815 

And thefe retain their rankas weUas men; 
As fubje^ vary, fa we ever fee, ^ ' : ::. T 

Words vary too, in -kind and in degree : " •• 

Though, in all poems, fotne of eommoii race^ • - ■ ' * 
Their feat danaand, and km)WthdrdefHn'd^'t^bM^ iti^ 
As many a phrafe^ beneadi the Ej^ic Wge, tv 
May fiiit the hdsj aed^grw^ «he wash fk^cf^ • 
Thro* th«,va&ffiote^ ye|K)etrcfeft youreye,'*' ^ >' 
And range o'er all die wHd variety ; v ^ - ' *^' 
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Then from the hieap the fwecteft flow'rs <Ui{>enfe 22$ 
Fair to the;%ht, and grateful to the £elife' ; . 
lit choiceft . terms th^ rtdteft thoughts unfoldt 
^nd toitch each glowing lubjeft into gold : 
The rvifpt fpoedb^ theipOor expreffiob ihun. 
Nor place ^ tM^ibkliiig taper n^ar the fun. 23^ 

How to Hicceec^'the ancietit» heSt baare fliewn ; 
Thefe iHtt$<x!ii|l]iit, . aild imfee. them aU your own : 
|9itt if fonie l^urd of high ^mival'd pow^ra^ 
Above the reft in ilUiant grandeur tow'rs. 
From him eadi grac^l art of> diSwa- dnawy ^ 235 
Catch from Jus^ hajjcw'd Hftt the &cwd law ; 
And if ^pdlo, jSscond ihe defigs*, 
£^fir^df0r40.m9jeftic ft4ll.be thme. .^ 
^Twere no^amifit' ts»toiite well 0te t^, 
Andfrj]^JiiW.1fS»i«»^tB«^fari*x^ .HQ 

Kor wou^^i iffi^ty wtiiiiaiutiomifiUI prq^ : 
To fift the verf^^fstr«|ep^bai»^4 r/ v i ' 
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Perhaps the toU it's profit itiay produce. 
Snatch from the reft, and polfih into life ^ 

Some fliapdefikverfc, With rugged ruft o'ergrowiii 2:45 
And thus neri?<r:modePd> ftampk for toy oWftS^ -**^ 
For one good ifcoog^t no pains would hx^Whtitif - 
But rake the foil of Enniu« fet Ms gold. » :.KUvy- . 
So near the margin offosnetuibtd flcjfody - ^'t:'' '* • i^ 
Obfcure with Skh^ and £ibied o'er ixdtfar madi^^ 1 ^ igd^ 
The well belgur it's iiftai^ f ow'r aippSien, . ^ ' '/ ^- I 
On this themeighb'ring tnulistiiule rdtes}^ \ ; r::[ : ' .' 
Soft throiif l3( the Mi beneatfay mevid'iifig, ^W^ - ' 
Refining fliU^tbt^iirer currants flow; ;.i ;./\ * 
mi chryilal like tbe MiiB|>id wator ilapds,* ) /:: v^jj i 
Purg'd from it's £ouIne&iiitfae/filtfrii^£iHl|p s::^^ - «! 
Tlipduneftfidgcaxnayilwtto^ - 

A bnghter^ttfpoft^andipiit off itfisii^^ 
If long within kk^v^lWi^hraii^it^P^r^ ^ I^:/: : 
Fdl ev'ry tho«g^t^^(ftti^opi{^ ttoib(itin::r ? ^ 1186^ 
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Here too the works of ancient bards invhci 
By them informed, to learn Uke them to. write : 
Oft to the mind their fentiments r^cal^ 
And catch the golden fayings as they f:iU. 
See hqfw we make (he g^rtoys fpoils our pr^y ; 26^ 
Invention, di&ion^ aQ we bear away j 
The fenfe ai^i fpiritiof tlior words ezpfefs. 
And dothfi ovar thgu^Hs in, their fuperior dreis* 
But when he Qieditat^te the golden prise, . . 
The bard's f^cce&int.prudeitt caution lies:;. . * 270 • 
The thoiight y!oU borr»^K, change id ev^r/fort ; 
Copy with fldU, and emuhtft Mrithcfirt^; ,; . 
lljTcrt it's oi^der^ andtefofce pur eyes^ • ;i : . .; 
Let tts odnceivt an^-creatioh rife : .'- . : /. I ' 
TiUfcarceweJmow,f9altcr'dtod»wfa*> '''^7S 
The venarablienadie&om wiiomyxuidr^ ^ 
Some fieal in pubJiq^iitodtwithout diTgUifi^' ^ . ; 
Qwa the attempt, uii gtorjr lAlltf 9n» r 
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Whether in all the pride of cohfcious Ikill, 

The words the fame, they change the fenfe at will } 280 

Or elfe, in arduous emulation dare 

With ancient poets wage the glorious war. 

With vent'rous'liand their fpoik triumphant feize, 

Arrange with genuine <fignity and cafe % 

And give them, with a vig6ur all their own^ "285 

A grace and majefty till then unknown. 

So trees tranfplanled mote luxuriant rife, 

Swell from the fubjeft vale, and prop the flues j 

With richer iap improvM, abundant yield 

The purple pride, and glory of the fidd* 290 

With happier omens thus JEncas bore 

The Phrygian empire to th* Aulbnlan fliorc. 

Though from thy proffered realms, iQisa, driven, 

(Such the high purpofe of overruling hc3£v*n) 

Not the fiiatchM rites could diange what fate defignM, 

Qr ihalrc the fteady temper of his mifl4« 
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Dl fated Dido ! love's fad Hiartyr thou, 
Didft feel in Stygian ihades the broken vow. 
Thy woes furviv*d on Pluto's dreary coafi, 
A pale, indignant^ melancholy ghoft* 300 

Oh ! had'ft thou ne'er the Trojan fleet beheld, 
Thofe woes the pow'rs propitious had withcld ; 
No chance untimely then hi^d ftopt thy breath ; 
No faiilt of thine had urg'd thee to thy death ! 
Haile then, ye gen'rous band, on ev*ry fide 305 

Seize |he rich plunder, and the jpofls divide ; 
Their poverty of pnde more prudent ihim, 
WIm) by prefuuptuotis confidence u^diine, 
JMH foreign aid igiperfluous deem, and dare 
In thdr own flrength a}one maintciin the war ; 3,10. 
The and^tsi (corn, in Buided wor^h ektt^. 
And Ihew their inosifirous folly in their fate. 
Idte.and vain die fiiperfiitious fear, 
I^ft in their labours borrowed thoughts appear^ 
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( XI5 ) 
While Phcebus ftill difdains the bard to own, 3 1 5 
And by his works the man's own fate; is fliewn: 
Yet warm in life, they point him to the tomb, 
And^he dead author feals the mortal's doom : 
Happy had arts congenial fixt his aim. 
And fav'd at once the labour and the ihtoie* , 32^ 

When old ex{>reffions paint with girac^and eafe 
A different thought, aUu/ion ftUl muft pleafe : 
A theft like this what critic dares tp blame ? 
For me, I fet it down for lawful game j 
Nor fliall I ever bluih to bear away, 325 

The glorious i|)oil8, and fliew in open day. 
What well applied might gild the humbleft name^ 
And future ages crown with deathlefs fame* 
Yet none for all on ancient bards relies ) 
For all what human being can fhffice ? 33a 

Some things creative genius muft produce, 
Ne'er heard before, and bring them into u&« 
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( n6 ) 
What can forbid to coin a word or phrafe. 
To vary and adorn the poet's lays ? 
But here no barb'rous word fhall daim a place, 335, 
Of origin unknown, or doubtful race ; 
He who adopts muft firft each term define. 
It's femily and long illuftrious linct 
But Ihould your native language be too poor. 
Import the bullion of the Grecian ore ; 340 

Stamp into current coin th' unwieldy mafs. 
And bid it take, with elegance and grace^ 
Another ihape to former times unknown. 
And mould it's foreign figure to your own. 
T'was thus of old Aufonia's language grew, 345 
From Argos fiiU the copious treafures drew. 
Till frequent ufe had drain'd th' Achaiaja ftore, 
And Greece exhaufted coujd fupply no more. 
How many terms have bards tranfported home. 
Of Grecian ftock, 9^d n^t'TalisM in Rome I 350 
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( 117 ) 
Mixt with our own, they fmUe and flourifli there» 
Mycenae's offspring, with the Latian air j 
Strangers, yet natives thro' the land they pafi, 
Roman in garb, bnt of Inachian race : 
Now long ago, our poverty is fled, 355 

And native fcience lifts her reverend head« 
Not to the bards alone yourfelf confine. 
But fearch great Tully's unexhaufted mine. 
Or other authors rich in fterling gold. 
Their worka confult, and be what you behold. ^6cf 

Oft do we fee in ancient bards a line^ 
Deck'd in barbaric fpoils and trophies fliiae; 
From Gaul to Rome, till then unheard of tame 
Words that befpeak her triumph and their ihame. 
Nor leis foil'd Macedon indignant bore ^65 

Her arms, her language to the Tufcan ihore } 
The captive cars their fervitudc dedare, 
And, ufele& now, the dread llmathian %ear» f 
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Hence, when the leaning magazine affords 
Supplies fb copious, fuch a choice of words, 370 
Who doubts with juft diftindion to exf^in 
EGs fcnfe, suid vary the luxuriant ftrain ? 

When need requires, no bard difdains to uffe 
Words long forgot, and antiquated views ; 
Thy awfiil fhrine, antiquity, to trace, 375 

And fearch the haunts of thy primeval race ; 
In time's orig'hal habit to apjpear. 
The glrb out eariieft anedlors did wear. 
But this with caution, left too thiddy ftrewh. 
They fix a blot no bestuty can atone : ^Bef 

When terms of conftant ufagd are at hand. 
The reft a ufe more limited demand. 

If tlungs occur that know no certain name j 
The verfe aphrsde circuitous will claim j 
In a long round of words the poet treads, 385 

And weaves a fiow'ry garland round their heads* 
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( 119 ) 

Two words combined in one we often find. 

In focial bonds and graceful union join'd ; 
But more than this the chafler Mufe declines. 
Abhors the clang of quadrupedal lines ; 59^ 

Nay, blufhing fees, if o'er the Latian plain 
A triple monger drag his iinuous train* 
How I abhor the found that ill accords 
With the finooth tenor of harmonious words ! 
Though this perhaps may take with grace and ea& 39 jf 
Th' Argolic fpeech^ and in fuch licence pkafe;} 
Whofe ponderous words, Wk fabled g^ts riic 
On mountsons pilM on mountaii^ to the (kies* 

Sometimes with lefs enormous word3 betixreen 
We fplit another of ^gantic mien } 40c> 

Or with juft freedom ufe the poet's art> 
And nicely prune the more luxuriant part« 
Thus when fome warrior's name we would recite^ 
Harih to the ear, and odious to thefis^t; 
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C "^ ) 

We change a part, diminifh, or bcftow, 40^ 

And bid the vcrfe more mufically flow. 

Though rud^ founds compofe the former name, 

Sicharbas and Sichaeus are the lame. * 

Hence woidd I rather fing higl]^ heaven in fight, . 

The wars Titahlan, and the giant might 410^ 

Of huge Encelklus, than (loop to tell 

What barbarous names the Rcfman triumphs fweil. 

When cv^ry wind her l^otas wafted o'er. 

And her,fw2t «a^le flew from Ihore to fliore. 

Yet let no word fuperfluous intervene, 415 

Of tunefiil powV, tfit fc»reign to the fcene ; 
What not contributes to your pmrppfe ihun» 
Nor fink, in founds harmonioufly undone : 
With Ikill fev^e the fenfe, the flrudure try. 
And fcan pach fentence with impartial eye. 420 
For words iametimes th' incautious bard betray^ 
MdodiouS) aD4 ieducc him frrai hb.way $ 
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( ". ) 

Defert th* appointed office, and refufey 

Supine and fluggifli, to fupport la9 views ; 

Or while the reft with mutual zeal fupply 425 

Their part, give nought but found and karmony. 

Hence let the poet weigh his terms with' care, 

•N ■ . 

Mark well their genius^ what their powers wiU baaf $• 

To each it's native energy afibrd. 

And give it's proper raidc to ev'ry word : 43a 

Elfe to the view the gingfing verfes beai? 

Ho genuinre ienfe, and but d^de %h€ asf • 

At leaft with prudent caution^ interJ^ffeiicr^ 

Words that wkh eafe may gliddAnto the verfe } 

Tet not on any ferfeos bus^nefs there 435^ 

Are found, but for tfeeir gay and courlJy air ; 

And bid- the gaudy numbers move altMig, 

In all the pomp and^ifildody of fb^g. 

Tet not in fearqh of thefe the bard ftadfeftfay^ 

Frequent they ilfe> and meet Mn^ttlMt^ #4^ 

R 
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( 122 ) 

Oft: break the chain of numbers, and to profe 
Th* unihackled verfe in all it's parts difpofe ; 
Then build again, in order juft comWn'd, 
The fragments lately fcatter'd and disjoined. 
Thus analis^'d, eackblemiih you may fee, 445 

And not a iingle blunder fhall go free. 

Attend, O youth, as ardent I go on » 
And wide difplay each fource of Helicon. 
The tuneful nine with great ApoEo join, 
And gently, woo thee to their facred &nne» 450 
When man was taught t' approach the bright abodes,. 
And poets firfl held«>nverfe tdth the Gods j. 
The high beheft with caution Jovt bcftow'd, 
Witheld the tuneful treafure from the crowd ) 
And in due bounds the glorious way confiflM, ' 4$^ . 
Beyond the dariqg of the vulgar ttind j ^ 

To the bteft fc^ alone the gloi^ gave, 
Ta five iauwrtal, «aid 4efraii4 the getye* 
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( "3 ) 
Arduous his talk the poet's art who tries. 
And mounts on vent'rous pinions to the (kies ! 46() 
'Tis not enough in verfe his fenfc to dref3» 
And ev*ry thought in cleareft terms ^xprefs. 
To each a term appropriate mufi be found ; 
Still {hall the fenfe be echoed by the found ; 
With niceft ikiU the portraiture defign'd^ 463^ 

And anfwer to the image in the mind. 
This will produce, what moft we love to fee^ 
That univer£d charm, variety ; 
And in each graceful fentiment be. feen 
Each proper form of ornament and mien. 47^ 

This, fwift of foot md wing, purfues his way, 
With majtchleis fpeed fublime o^er earth and &a $ 
That lliiggMh, dumfy, corpulent and flrong. 
Unwieldy drags hii lasy length along* 
^ere blooms a youth, while ev^ry living grace 47$ 
Flays o'er ms form, and lightens4l& his face i 

R a 
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Ther^ rude mtd rugged, dark ^ a^clep^ m^t ; 

8ta^d$ a buge monfter, jbideoufi to th^ iig^ ( 

His fliaggjr ey« brow terror's wild domain. 

And all behkid him wiads a tx>rtuoiis train ! 48^ 

As to the loathing %^t he woidd appear. 

So the defcription ^Mck$ th? affiighted ear. 

Y^t not froisi cljiflnce tli«fe ymoua HgUTies diiw 

Their fource, but £xt, iavidaUe bw« 

Each to H'3 worth a iiiited ftadoa bcsuts^ 4^5 

And it's own features^ voice and habit wears. 

When the rough failor plough the briny fisa. 

And cuts with braiMp prow ^ liquid wajr. 

Struck with the oars the fc^ming deeps around 

Yield to the firdke ; the daflung waves refound } 490 

To the l^oarfe found th^ echoing rocks ceply^ 

While tempefts.to& the biUows tathe ^ ; 

The fux;£pi^( bUlowa iifith impe^ 

And wil4 ^caoibficKQ^ tniai^lc to the &ore f 
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. ( «2S ) 
The wave dafli'd backward, with repeated flwck 495 
And murm'ring foomd, aflails th' oppofing rock ; 
Rifing m heaps theVat'ry horrors roll. 
And fcalter rum o*er th* aftonifli'd pole. 
Stun'd with the fudden ihock, Trinacria hears. 
And aJi her trembling fhores confefs their fears ; 500 
While ftom their feats, prone rufhing o'er the plaia 
Mountains on mountains tumble to the main. 
But when Cerulean Nereus from his car, 
Rifes and ftills the elemental war ; 
Calm as a lake the vaft expanfe is feen, 505 

And foft the bark glides o'er the deep ferene. 
Nor lefe the poet's art our wonder claims. 
When furious Vulcan wraps the land in flames, 
O'er fields and groves the livid wreaths alpire, 
Aiid crackfing ftubbles feeds the rolling fire. 5i» 
Such our delight, when round the veflel plays, 
Iq winding %ire8, th^ exterminating blaze j 
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From fide to fide the hiffing waters flow 

In ardent waves, and bubble from below. 

Not to the rugged rock fmooth Urains belong, 515 

Nor fprightly themes may fuit a fluggUh fong j 

If gay the fubjeft, with a lively vein. 

And nimble motion bounds th^ exulting fi:rain9 

When finiles the fpring, or when the hours dii|>Iay 

Heavens fplendid portals, and fend down the day. 5^9 

li mournful be the theme, the Mufe puts on 

The folemn air, the melancholy tone. 

Then the fad bird of omen wrapt in glooms 

'Of fuUen midnight, dwells in vaults and tombs ; 

*Or from the top of fome old lonely tow'r, $2$^ 

Enjoys the filence of the dreary hour ; 

Her fcreams alone the dark retreat invade, 

Aod with increafing horrors fill, the ihad»! 

In lowly phrafe an hu^nble theme is ihewn ; 

The great require a grandeur like their Own. 5J0 
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When fome enormous giant you would paint, 

Mark well the Ihades, nor let the ftrokes be faint ; 

Ponderous and vaft his fize, his afpeft grim, 

Ample his cheft, and monftrous ev'ry limb. 

If fome huge weight his iron hands would bear, 535 

In the attempt the laboring verfes fliare : 

So too when ploughing fteers laborious toil 

With patient ftrength, and break the ftubborn fofl } 

Or when the crew, attentive to the gale. 

Brace round the yards, and hoift the fwelling fall. 540 

When danger calls, the fympathetic fong 

Rcfponfive rolls in hafty tides along ; 

Thus when a ferpent hiffes in the way. 

The ruftic's fears his eager woirds betray j 

** Ifafte, quick, the club, the ftone, the firebrand bring, 

^* And with liis death prevent the monfter's iling/' 

'l/IJhen gloomy night advances o'er the main^. 

Or £nks the ox, loud beUowing, to the plaini 
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The drooping words with equal cadence fi^. 
And mourn the honefl martyr of the ftalL ^^^. 

If, on the clear fmooth furface of the deep 
Hulh'd into peace, the gentle zephyrs fleep^ 
Then too the verfe it's deftin'd refpite knows j 
No more in rapid furge impetuous flows, 
But owns the grateful paufe j — ^then haftes agam^ SSS 
Lik^ the fwoln floods defcending to the mauu 
So when the aged Priam ftrains to throw 
A feeble, pointlefs j/iv*lin at t)i€ foe,. 
His priftine ftrength with grief and years dccay*dv 
His blood congeal'd, the man an empty fliade ; 56a 
Like him declines the weak, flow, fluggilh foiig^ 
And drags with pain it^s languid limbs aiong« 
But youthful Pyrrhus with refiftlels forge, » 

Drives o^er embattled hofts his foamihg Korfe j ' ^ * 
At his approach the domes, the turrets fell» s^S 
And prone in ruin fmokes the crumbling w^ : 
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^^ofingr myriads try their ftrcngth in vain. 

And fainting iqgadroRB bite the bloody pWn* 

Here chief the poet's judgment we comxnendt 

Attentive when to rife and when defcepd. 57a 

Now ftep by ftcp, in humble i^afe he goes. 

The creeping v^erfe fcarce knolwi from humble pr<A ; 

Now in a happy, an ^xub'rant veim, 

0*er the wide field he fcpurs with loofen'd reiaj 

The copious firain in rich luxuriance flows^ ^5 

So wint'ry Jove defceods in Alpine fhow9( 

Scatters his hoary honours, and invefts 

In the white garb their Ugfa^ exalted crefls* 

Sometimes he fbckeas Us impetuous fpee4» 

And checksthe fury of his fl^g fieed y 5U 

Spooth in midway his fieady itt|(m keiepB, 

IMr high in air, nor finkliig in the deeps. 

But Hums the confines, till with finr^^ifig'oniid^ 

Well pleased, at ki^gth, the d^ftin*d port he Sokr ' 
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( 13^ ) 
What now remains^ we hafien to explain^ . $$§ 

The laft' great dFort of the tuftcfiil ffarain. 
"When the pleas'd bard his piece d;:tilting fees, 
(The labour paft) attain by juft degrees 
It's deftin'd bounds ah ! let him not too foon 
N Ccmmiit the hafiy verfts to the town ; ggct 

Let not the i^tal tlurfl: of fame infpire 
With'hope too fond, and impotent deiire ; 
But mov'd by timely fenfe of danger, fhim 
The (hare in which the many are titfdone : . 
With caution's jealous eye roview the whole, 595 
Subdue each foft emotion of the ibul p 
With &c2ifkf hand th' impartial balance bear, 
Jkad ckmge the father's Ibr the critic's qure^ 
Tet en hifafidf too prudent to depend 
He courts the aid of fome diftijAguiih'd friend ; ^6tm 
Who&jud^metit ftrid, firom fodiih £9mlbdi frce^ 
AiuLiiriiUy annfd svitb j«ft ibreti^ 
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( 131 ) 
Knows, where thc^ vulgar eye would ne'er fuTpeft^ 
Each latent, lurking blemifli to deted. 
Nor does he feek to palliate a fault, 60$ 

But with the grandeur of fupcrior thought. 
Admits the charge ; nay, where he might repel 
Th* o'er rigid fentence, fcrupfc^ to rebd } 
With kind regard the wdl meant error pays^ 
And yields to tenfure, tho' he merit praife. 616 
Long thrown afide, the bard once more renews. "^ 
V^s former care, the work again reviews : 
But ah ! how chang'd, in £|ce, in form app(an 
The doated offspring of his early years ! 
With nungled grief andifw^ender be furveyi^ 6tg 
Afham'd to owh th^ poor Imperfed: lays ; 
^lock'd at the fight, the crudtf att<:^pt dticbuiiSi 
And haftes to purge th^ unconfecrated ilrains. 
No1;r here,'now there hb nicer tafte r«^e4b, 
Supplies with judgment, and with care cofredi ) 61M1 

S 9 
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( «3a ) 
Vdiere fafeft, iHfl fome hidden danger fears ; 
Refolv'd and juily the rigid £&ulchion be^^'s ; 
Jjyps the rank fhoots thalt too iuxuriaht gtow^ 
And fevers from the trunk each ufekfs bough y 
villi night and day the cleaniing pow'r apply'd, ^625 
Wafli out the {bins that fliew'd on ev'ry fide. 
With bcrCtcr change each former fault atone. 
And love a work no Mufe would Uufii to own» 
Arduous indeed the taik, but here ye bards, 
A wholefome rigour claims your firft regards ; 639 
Pure bd Ae Vcrfe that bears the poet's name 
To diftant ages and imnlortal lame* 
When firft impetuous getllus rolls along, 
In all the fdrce and majefty of fong, 
Bar« and unfifuih'd (hoidd fome part remiln^ 63I 
Folifh the verfe, and touch it o'er agsun ^ 
The fickly numbers ply with healing hand, 
Atidtimdy yield .the ihc^our they dtmsML 
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( «3S ) 
Not once alone the prudent bard appCes 

The critic art ; nor oft'ner will fuffice* €40 

True to his talk as the revolving fen^ 

Not fpring nor autumn fees the labour done ; 

Each rolling feafon, fted£iflr he purfues 

The glorious labour^ and his toil renews. 

In different lights each changeful term difplays, ' 645 

And turns the vuied thought a thoufahd ways : 

Each phrafe obferves, each verle and figure tries^ ' 

Ks!A not a word efcapes his piercing leyes. 

Nor vain the care, for what eiiides to-day 

The fruitlefs toil, another will ftpay ; 6^6 

Full oft, when leaft th' uaconfcious bard eaepeds, ' 

AtV>nce, the lurking bkmiih he deteds, 

Confefs'diibvidw; and wondering numbers o'er 

A thoufand Suites in douds conceals before. 

Much might*it hdp the fiudious toil to try 6$% 

The genial iidBuence of a varied i)py $ 
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( »34 ) 
For with the efime the thoughts are wont to rango 
In mutiQl motion, and confefs the change } 
Succeffivc forms in various views defign*d^ 
Prefent their varied figures to the mind j $60, 

Rrom novel fcenes new gleams refplendent rife, 
Di^l the fhadesy and lighten from the flues j 
With brighter funs iUunie the orient mom. 
And with new flow'rs the blooming verfe adorn* ' 
Yet fhall correction know it's certain houdd, 64^ 
Nor make, like fome, one iindiftinguilh'd wounds 
Unable to refrain thdi: murd'rous hsmds, 
no weak and maim'tt th* exhauHed figure ftands } 
Thfe i|>irits fink, the life^biood fteals away ) 
And all the members haften to decay ; 6y(9 - 

Loft are the former charms, nor aught appears, 
But hideous hprrors, and unnumbered fcars« 
Here *twere in vain the period to define, 
But when due ^imis thy. ver&s ihall r^e^^ 
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. Mindful haw Ihort a fpace to man is^Vti, 6y$ 

How littk knowti the hi^ut pi'efcrib'd by heav'n. 
The labour ceafe, and to the world ateoad. 
Let the wofk take at once it's deftiii'd road j 
Swift as the winds explore th' enraptured throng, 
Fill ev'ry hand, and call foi*th ev'ry tongue. 680 
Then, then thy fnends ihall jcrin the plaiifive choir, 
And future ages hear with fond defire ; 
O'er earth and ikies thy glory fliaU e:stend, 
Nor with old time thy growing fame fhall end« 
Who then Ihall doubt, to fuch high purpofe born, 685 
The care worn mifer, and his wealth to fcorn, 
Lock up aoibitious to fupeiior views, 
Andtafte the fapred tranfports of the Mufe i 
O happy few, to whom indulgent hcw'tt 
To know smd follow thc^ behefts has giv'n, 6^0 
Precepts in Fbyo^tis' name divulged abroad, 
Fnught with th'tnfpiringinfiveftceQi the God! : 
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( «36 ) 
For little mtift all human hdps avail ; 
^Thefe pr^epts tooi with ev*ry art muft fail, 
Uj^fs in iriftaat aid divinely high, 6gg 

The Gods look down indulgent from the iky# 
I, what I coidd, have dottie, and ihewn the fount 
Of JHippocrene, and the Aoaian mount, 
Apd pointed to the Wgh immortal chmtf . . 
That moves enraptured to the facred ly!*e, 70^1 

But ah ! ty oppofing fates forbid t0 flLdxc: • . 
The jay f^blime, and tafte. the raptures theise ! ; 
Borc'd far' away, I feel}:^ adias ! iti v^iri, ^ 
To grafp the ,fummii| and the ft^p to gaipi.. 
Enough if fome more iavimr'd bard I fe6^.>. t^S 
Explore tfc^: arduous; way denied to me? ^ ' 
JLed by my :pi^eg» reach the lofty hrow; 
iU^djbeckon'his connqpaniowfromhilow. : . . - ^ 
Some flend^ ihare of praiife perhaps Jtoaiyclftiii^ r 
This imatt attOT^V^dlead to futmrefaifaef : 71a ^ 
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C 137 ) 
- when in a crowd the Rooming diolr fcall join, 
gtudiaui^ tQ learn the poet's art divine ; 
Witfr la^k^ f ^tcfit thefe cei^ain pjlqs rev? rej • ^ 
And to my prep^tB Hffid a willing ear* 
Then jtf th<e fev Vhag fetep my days prolong, 715 
Nor Hop i(^ ea^ the ,unfini^^d fong. 
Late in the laii xjqqline of gdid' age^, 
Opprefs'd wltli ycar^ and ihi:w]^g from the i^gfi^ 
With eager ^laftevt)^ an»ous yo^th i^lc^^ 
Their ready did^ ti^^ «iafter';s fteps.atjtep((J, ;7?p 
Safe in their han^s withfcwd cp^tpa^^n )}Cfu: 

P^er hill znd^€^$)m>*W^yfll^?i^^ . 

Tm gently i^jjfcing at ^^^^ . :^ ^.. i:^ i 

Thelailretrcii|,-c^,eJ^g:PetI,^^ i^ . , 
i^d fi^4li ji«ji%iat;|^h«few .0^ . 

ITic poet's hQap»J5b a|^ ik|^^ . 

Hfiie dofe the^fcftl^; tfe^j^o^ \, ^ 

Attune tQ YJ«i;Hrtild ^B^i#e«J^Jsfft ,v, ; ; 
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The pride of Latium, whence our ftrains derive 
Theijr ftrength and vigour, and are taught to lire ; 73® 
^c^ from their faWite mount he firft brought o'er 
And fixt the Mufes on th* Aufonian fliore. 
While far and wide, the Latian realms around, 
Argolic ftrains from Roman tongues refouhd ; 
Howthe young bard) the fields and groves among, 735 
Tried on his reed the foft Sicilian fong ; 
Bade to the lowly fwain due honours rife. 
Arid bore the rurjll praifes to the fldes j 
Taught thy proud car, Triptolcmus, to foar. 
In rapid ffight, unknown, uiitried before. 740 

Laft the high glories of the Roman nan»^ 
Prepared to fing^ the' mighty |>oetcaiite J 
FfoVok'd to dkrvAj while rangM Hic^ead wray, 
Latian and Phrygian heroes we fuir^ ; 
Father of vttiS divine, in whom alone, 745 

The poet rade thdr thfcf, tteSif i^^ 
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( n9 ) 

Follow thy waving ftandard, and convcjr 
From vanquilh'd Greece the glorious fpoils away ! 
While in Elyfium rs^ther tuneful train 
Ecftatic hear and own thy inatchlefs ftrain.. 750 
Great iburce of all enraptured poets prize. 
On thee exulting Latium turns her eyes ; 
From thee each future bard his worth deriyef> 
Draws frpm thy ftores, and on thy bounty lives. 
From his firft years delighted taxight to tafte 75^ 
Thy fweets, and revel on the rich repaft. 
Ne'er IhaH pale envy thy dread rights invade ; 
To thee unrivall'd honours ihall be paid. 
Hail ! ha]^y, matchleis bard ! ordain'd to foar. 
Where hums»^ daring. Ihall afpire no more. 760 

For {farains li^s^ tl^ae what mortal could beftow i 
From Phoel?Ufl felf the, magic numbers flow ; 
Phoebus to thee his fav'rite, proud t* impart 
His poVr tranTsepdent and c^lefiial art« 

T 2 
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If ought of ftffl df trorth ournumber^ kncxtr, ^g^j 
To thee our yotrth the bleft hifbruiflion owe j 
Th* afpiring few*, whom following thee alone. 
To high Parnaffus* fieep I beckon on^ 
And mark thy footfteps, pointing to the tmd 
Where once fublime our hero tow'ring trodr 770 
Hail ! light of Italy, our country's pride, 
The^poet'shondtiifd guafdiauj and his gukb! 
To'thee we boW, to thee the chapiet twin^, 
Prefent ourincettfe at thy hiird-d fhrihe, 
In aniMJtl vbwiS^ thy deathlefs liamd. i^ehearfe, ' '77i 
With ftated*off*ring^ and pctenilial verfe. 
Hail ! jJrihlfe df men f no words of our'a tan rsufe 
^y fame' fupetior and unbounded prSSfei - - • 
To us, bleft tard; thy favHring poW^r be {teWtt^: iv ; 
Implant within a tranfport 1&6 thy own y i : 786 
Deep to iny foul ihe facred wattnth impart^ ' ' ' 
And with tV immortatardbul: ^'e-my httft. 
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Ad ornatiffimam Puellanu 



VAN-ffi fit arti, % ftudio modus, 
FormoGi virgo ; fit fpeculo quies; 
Cimmque qiiaa*endi decort^ 
Mitte, fupervucuofque cultus. 

Ut fortuitis verna coloribus 
Depfta vulgo rura magis placent ; 
Nee invident horto nitenti 
Divitiaa operofiores ; . , 

Lenique fons cum murmure pulchrior 
Obliquat ultro praecipitem fugam, 
Jnterque luftantes lapillos 
Ducit aquas temere fequentes : 

Utque inter undas, inter et arbores 
Jam vere primo dulce ftrepunt aves, ' 
Et arte nulla gratiores, 
Ingeminant fine lege cantus : 
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Ti> a LADY who was fond of DRESS. 

BY BISHOP JLOWTH. 

ENOUGH, my Celia ! fay thefe arts afide, 
Nor drefe thee with fuch nice, fixperfluous care ; 
Thefe only ferve thy numerous charms to hide. 
And but difguife the face that's truly fair. 

As void of art the rural verdure blooms. 

When Flora pours her beauties o'er the plain, 

Nor envies the rich garden it's perfumes. 
In fplendid pomp magnificently vain ; 

As unconftrain'd the filver fountsdns glide. 

And foftly wind their murmuring flreams along. 

While from the fpray that trembles o'er the tide. 
The tuneful choir their untaught notes prolong, 

Yet pleafe the more, fince nature's magic hand 
In charms unrival'd decks the fylvaii fcene^ 

With her own (kill informs th* aerial band. 
And with her pencil paints the living green. 



L 
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Nativa fie te gratia^ te nitor 
Simplex decebit ; te Veneres tuae ; 
Nudus Cupklo fufpicati&r 
Artifices nimis apparatus. 



Ergo ftuentem tia mali^foiuU 
.Ne faeva inuras fbmper acfu comam j r. 
Nieu i^arfa adorato nitentes 
Pulverc dedecores capiUos ; 



Qtialcs hec oHm vd Ptolcmaeia 
Jactabat ^xor^ fidgreo in tSioro 
XJtcunque*<Jevote& refolgetrt, 
Verticis exuviae decori } 



Nec. diva mater, cum iimilem tuae 
Mentita formam, el pulchrior %d|>iciy 
Pj^miJit-meonrptas prolterVis f i.^ -.- -" 
Fufos coiias a^tare v6»tisf _ . 
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So thee, in thy own genuine charms arrayed. 
And fimple elegance, unfpoird by art. 

What mortal but muft hail the brighteft maid. 
Thy conqueft own, and yield his willing heart ? 

Love unadorned, abhors the pomp of drefs. 
It's borrowed fplendor, and it*s vain difguife : 

But who Mke powers of nalfkre can exprdb. 
Or paint the charm that lurli:sin.CeUa\s eyes I 

Since then fupqrior beauty needs no foil. 
Thy graceful treffes, gentle Celia, fpare. 

Torture no more thofe lave\y lod^, nor foU 
With odoriferous duft thy golden hair. 

Not fuch fyrn^d Ptolemy's tranfcendent queen^ 
In all her pride of beauty e'er could boaft. 

Though now with brighteft conftellations feen, 
And Ihining radiant, 'micUJ the heav'niy hoft ; 

Nor Cytherca, when to meet her fon. 
Her ftate dhrtee tlie goddefr left behind, 

A form like thine the Queen of Love put on. 
And her loofe treflbs wantonM in the wiod^ 



V 
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BARBARAS xdes aditure inectim, 
Quas Eris femper fovet inquieta,^ 

Lis ubi late fonat, et Cogatum, 

( 

iEftuat agxnent 

Dulcius quanto, patulis fub ulmi 
Hofpite ramis temere jacentem 
Sic libris horas, tenuiq; inertes 

FaUere mufa ? 

Saepe enim curis vagor expedita 

Mente ; dum blandam meditans Camxnaitty 

Vis malo rorif meminive fers 

Cedere nofti $ 

£t pedes quo me npiunt, in omija 
CoUe Pamaflum videor videre 
fortilem fylvae^ gelidaunq} in omnl 

Jonte Aganippeik 
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BT'MR gray: 



Addrejfed to Mr West, m their Dejlination to the Studj 
of the Law. 

nnHOU who with mc to thofe iad feats iliall come» 
-*• Where,nurft in ftrife the wrangling lawyers bawl j 
Where Eris triumphs in her native home» 
And fierce contention echoes through the hall ; 

How much more bleft, beneath the friendly fhade 
Of fpreading elms, would kinder fortune {mile^ 

In lettered eafe to court the fitters' aid. 

While books and verfe the gende hours beguile ! 

Here oft I wander, free from anxious care. 
And fweedy meditate the fober Mufe, 

Though night extend her mantle o'er the air. 
And the moitt Hefp'rus ihed unwholefome dewsi 

Here fond imagination lends her aid, 

Hallows the plain, and confecrates the grove; 

On ev'ry hill Parnaffus ftaiids difplay'd. 
And Aganippe flows where'er I rove. 

U a 
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Rifit ct ver me, facilefq; nymphae, 
Nare captantem^ nee ineleganti. 
Mane quicquid de vioiis eundo 

Sufri|)it aura^ 

Me reclinatum' teneram per herbam ; 
Qui l^ves curfus a^iia cuii^ue diicit^ 
£t ntoras dulqi ibrepitu lapillo 

Nedit in omni. 

Hae nova noftrum fere pectus anno 

' # , ' . . . . - . . 

' Simplices curae teniiere, coeluta 
' (^amdiii fudum explicuit Favdni 

iPuriof Hora: 

Otia et campps nee adhuc r^linquo. 
Nee magis Phqebo Clytie fidelis ; 
(Ingruanj: yenti licet, ct fepefeat 

MoUior oeftas.) 

Namque, fen- laetos hominiiim labores 
Prataq; et montes recreante curru. 
Purpura tradus priens Epos 

' Vcftit ct auro j 
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The nymphs foft fmiling arid the blooming fpring. 
With charms alternate every fenfe affail. 

Sweet violets their early' odours bripg. 
And fleht the pinions of the morning gale. 

Here, ftretch'd at eafe upon the tender grafs, 
I gaze delighted on the ftteam below ; 

The ftrugg'ling waters foftly murmuring pa6, ~ 
Yet linger, b*er the pebbles as they flow. 

Such were the gentle cares that footh'd my mind. 
As decked in flowers the ripening year drew tiigh^ 

While -ZEolus the boift'rous bkft eonfin'd. 
And foft Fivonius chear'd the placid flcy. 

Nor will I yet defert th^ rural fllade. 
Faithful a3 Clytie to the God of day ; 

Though furiimer waxes old, and o'er my headi. 
The bleak wind whittles, and the tempefts play* 

Whether Eoos, ufli'ring in the morn, ^ 
Urge his fwift chariot o'er the deep ferene, 

With gold and purple tinge the waving corn. 
Rocks, cities, mountains, and the dewy green j 
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Sedulus fervo veneratus orbent 
Prodigum fplendoris : amaenioii 
Sive diledam meditatur igne 

Pingere Calpen^ 

Ufque dum, fiilgore magis magis jam 
Languido circum, variata niibes 
Labitur furtim, viridifq; in umbris 

Scena receffit* 

O Ego feKx, vice fi^ (nee unquam 
Surgerem rurfus) iimili cadentem 
Parca me lenis fineret quieto 

Fallerelxtbo! 

Multa flagranti radiifq; cin6lo 
Integrisah! quasi nihil inviderem, 
Cum Dei ardentes medius quadrigas 

Scntit Olympus. 
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Or whether it delight thee more to ihed 
On Calpe's Ikirted clouds thy fofter ray ; 

Till by degrees the leff 'ning colours fade. 
And the bright vifion finks in fhades away* 

Yet will I fing thy all enlivening beam, 
I As through the havens thy flaming courfers fly, 

nil pale Sdina flied her fiddy gleam, 
Afiert her empire and ufurp the fls:y. 

Thrice happy, would the fatal fifl:ers grant^ 
like thee to fet, and never rife again ! 

For other boon I neither aik nor want. 
Than cealie tti live to forrpw and to pain« 



[.> 
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/^H ! Tu, feveri Religio foci, 

^^ Quocunque gaudes nomine (non Itxt 

Nativa nam certe Buenta 

Numen habet, veterefque Sylvas ; 



Per invias rupes, fera per juga, 
Clivofque praeniptos, fonantes 
Inter aquas, nemorumque noftem \ 



Quam fi repoftus fub trabc citrea 
Fulgeret auro, et Phidiaca manu) 
Salve vocanti rite, feffo et 
Ba placidam juveni quietem» 
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Written by the fam Author^ at the Chartrcufe, 
in France. 

/^ Thou the Genius of thefe awful Ihades, 

^^ Thefe muriuVing ftreains,«iddarkembow!riBg 

groves ; 
(For fure fome God the bleft rccdS pervade^ 
That fecred peace und Ibber iilmce loves i 

Wild rocks^ and woods impervious to the day. 
The dalhing waters, and the craggy fteep. 

More than the coftly pile thy fteps betray. 

Where Grecian bufls their fplendid fiation keep^ 

Though Phidias or Lyfippus had defigri'd. 
The utmoft eflFort of their art to prove. 

Here the dread Pallas, on her lance reclin'd, 
And there the mightier majefty of Jove.) 

Give, Pow^r benign ! ah ! ^ve my care-worn yout]^ 
Safe from the ftorm within thefe haunts to reft; 

Keas'd to furvey the genuine form of truth. 
In lier foft calm and placid virtue bleft ! 
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(^od fi invidendis fedibus, et firui 
Fortuna ikcra lege iilentii 
Vetat yokntem, me reforberis 
Jn medios violenta fludus : 



Saltern remoto des. Pater, angolo 
Horas fenedx ducere liberas j 
Tutumque vulgaii tumultti 
Surripiasy bominumque axrvu 
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This envied paufe, this ftill, ferene retreat. 

My firft requeft, ihbuld ftubbom fate withftand ji 

From the dear haven force my trembling feet. 
And fnatch th* expeded blefllng from my handji 

Should fortune ftern yet pufli me from the fhore^ 
And launch reluAant to the deeps again. 

Where billows roll in wild tumultuous roar. 
And fcowling tempefts rage thro' all the mai% 

Grant my old age, at leaft, fome friendly ihade jt 
Let care and tumidt fly my humble dome j 

There let my bones at length be decent laid. 
There may I find my lateft, deareft home* 



Z;ft 
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Lib. I. Ode 39. jid Julium Floruit. 



TrVISGOLOR grandem gravat uva ramum; 
-■^ Inftat Autumnus j glacialis anno . ^ 
Mox Hycms volvente aderit, capillis 

Horrida canis* 



j^ licet nymphas trepide fiigaccs 
Infequi, lento pede detinendas ; 
£t labris captae, fimulantis iram 

Ofcula figu 

Jam licet vino madidos vetufto 
De die laetum recitare carmen, 
Rore, fi te des hilarem, licebit 

Sumere noidtem. 

Jam vide ciiras AquSionc fparfas ! 
Mens viri fortis fibi conftat^ utrum 
Serins lethi^ citiufve triftis 

Advolathoraf 
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Book I. Ode 39. To Julius Florus. 

AUTUMN advances, and the rolling year 
Purples the vine, and bends the loaded bough; 
E'er long ftern, fluggifh winter will be here. 
Bound up in froft, and white with Alpine fhow. 

Now flies the nymph ; the am'rous youth purines ; 

(His clafping arms the flruggling fair detain) 
Imprints the kifs her maiden arts refiife. 

For well he knows the virgin does but feign. 

Now is the time with wine and fprightly fong. 
To crown the feaft, and gild the gla^ome day. 

If thou be there, my Florus, and prolong 
I^ate to the noon of night the feftive lay : 

What tho* the North from his bleak pinions flied 
Confuming care, the brave defies his powV ; 

Carelefs if foon to join th' oblivious dead. 
Or difiant yet th' irrevocable hour. 
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Ode. 40. Ad Librum fuunu 



DULCI libello nemo fodalium 
Forfan meorum charior extitit : 
De tc merenti quid fidelis 
Officium Domino rependes ? 

Tc Roma cautum territat ardua ? 
Depone vanos invidiam metus j 
Urbifq; fidens dignitati. 
Per plateas animofus audi. 

En quo furentes Eumenidum choroi 
Disjecit alto fulmine Jupiter ! 
Huic ara fiabit, fama cantu 
Perpetuo celebranda crefcet. 
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Ode 4q. To his Book. 



^^H ! thou my firft delight, immortal page, 
^^ Child of my foul, ah ! how flialt thou repay 
My fond regards, and blcfs the future age. 

If yet tuifeen thy latent charms decay ? 

• 
Does critic Rome thy cautious breaft control ? 

Difmifs thy fears ; the fhafts of envy dare ; 
Go forth, unanxious, and, from pole to pok, 

Swift as the winds thy mailer's glory bear. 



tSee ! where the red right hand of thundering Jove, 
Hurls the fierce Furies to the Ihades below ! 

He be invoked, the firft of Gods above. 

And in our (trains his praife perennial flow* 
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Epitaphium t'elh. By Dr Jortin. 

FESSA annis, morboque gravi, mitiffima Felis, 
Infernos tandem cogor adire hcus : 
Et mihi fubridens Proferpina dixit, ' Habeto 

Elyfios-foles, Elyfiumque nemus.* 
Sed, * bene fi merui, facilis Regina Silentum, 
Da mihi faltem una node redire domum ; 
Node redire domum,, dt)minoq; h^ec dicere in auremy 
Te tua fida etiam trans Styga Felis amat/ 



Epitaph on a Favourite Cat. 

WORN witlvdifoafe,by numerous years decayed, 
Relu<^nt to Tartarean resdm& I go ; . 
Of all the Tabby race the gentleft maid ; 

Whjen tluis the Pbw*r that rules the world below* 

Sweet fmiling faid ; ' the happy foil be thine. 
Of bright Elyfium, and her facred grove. 

But I; *'0 Queen of fliades, the boon be miile. 
If ought our worth thy gracious pity move. 

One night, at leaft, to mortals to return, 
And foftly whifper in my mafter's ear ; 

Thy faithful Pufs, beyond the Stygian bourn, 
Still own^ thy fondnefs, and ftiU loves thee there.' 
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On I^EAN Aldrich. By S. Wesi.ky, A* M. 
I)M fubit iliius leetifiima fronds imago. 



Quem noftri toties explicuere fales : 
Cum fubit & canum caput, & vigor acer ocelli, 

Et digna miftus cum gravitate lepos : 
Solvimur in lachrymas, & inania munera vcrfus 

Ad tumulum fparfis fert Elegia comis. 
Aldrjcio, debent cul munera tanta Cameenac, 

> Hoc tribuiffe parum eft, non tribuifle fcelus. 



OFT as fond memory to the mind renews 
, That chearful look benign, that fprightly air ; 

I The piercing eye illumed with fcience views, 

! • 

I And the fair honours of thy filver hair ; 

Still as flie thinks how oft our artlefs mirth. 

With placid fmiles o*erfpread thy manly brow ; 

Where decent dignity, of heav'nly birth. 
And fparkBng wit in hap^y union ftiew j 

Diffolv'd in tears, her elegiac ftrains, 

Aldrich, to thee the Mufe indebted pays ; 

Indebted ilill the grateful Mufe remains. 

Yet this fad ftrain 'twere impious not to raife. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



ELEGY 

To the Memory of Mr Reed, of the Borrowdal^j 

Who was loft in a violent ftonn on the coaft of Norfo&^ 
in Odober, 1789* 

cc /^ O, trufly bark, and dearer to my heart 

^^ ^' Than all that wealth or pleafure can afford) 
*' Back to his Latium bear my better part ; 
, " Nor let thefe plains deplore their abfent lord. 

" Stedfaft as fate his fierce unconquer'd mind ; 

*' Than triple brals more firm his mighty foul ; 
** That to the ocean firfl:, and raging wind, 

** Gave the frail plank, and fought the diftant pole j 

** That, undifmay'd, the wat*ry rfegion tried^ 
** While on the lofty deck the hero ftood^ 

^' Pleased d*er the fubjeft main fecure to ride, 
" And dare the fury of the boift^rous flood, 

** What form of death, what terror fhould he fear, 
*^ Who heard,unmov'd,th* impetuous billows roar ? 

** Saw the huge monfters of the deep appear, 
** And the fwift fiiip retiring from the fhoref 
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** Saw where the ftormy South his empire boafisy 
. ^* 0*er fullen J^dxh^ and her gloomy wave ; 
•* And high Acroceraunia guards the coaft, 
*' Whofe ragged rocks the idle tempefts brave ? 

•* In vain did Heav'n the diftant lands divide, 
*^ And fever from the inhofpitable main, 

** Jf men prefumptuous tempt the treach-rous tidCj 
^^ And; fenfe of danger fink in thirft of gwi i'^ 

So fung the bard of yore, whofe tuneftil hand 
On Tyber's banks firft wak'd the jlyric ftrain 5 

^ fad Eih^ from the northern ftrand 
In fofteft accej^t^ bleft her parting fwain. 

Curft be the wretch that piercing firft the tomb^ 
Where long the ihining ruin lay confinM, 

Saw the vile ore, and from earth's hollow woaJb 
Poured forth the balefiol influmce on mankind* 

Then from the fabled box *, in evil hour, 
Rulh'd pale contagion, of infefldous breath. 

And fell difeafe with all-fubduing pow*r 
Then wide difplay'd the fpacious gates of deatht 

* The box of Pandora. 
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Oh ! luft of gold ! fince firft thy fdrdid rage 
Impious began, with unrelenting fway. 

Let loofe the furies of the iron-age. 

And vice and crimes obfcur.M the face of day. 

Still do we trace thy footfteps, ftain'd with gore, . 

In the grim front of war, *midft heaps of flaih ; 
Where thronged battalions prefi the bloody ihori^ 

And reap the purple harreft of the plain j 

Or where the (lately bark, with fwelling fails. 
And ftreamers waving, quits the crowded bay. 

O'er the fmooth furface glides with profp*rous gales. 
As through the brine the finny nations jday. 

By thee infpir'd, the hardy tar purfues 

His vent'rous way thro' nature's wide domain, 

Where other fliores in diftant climes he views. 
That bind in froft, or fcorch the fultry plain. 

He ploughs the ddfert wave, and fmlles at toil, 
The-rage of Sirius, or the polar fiiow j 

And fir'd by mem'ry of his natal foil. 
Dares the rude ftorm, or meets th' embattled fpc^ 
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Safe from the torrid and the frozen zone^ 
Pleased he revifits all he left behind ; 

Nor fees his fate, nor hears his future groaa 
Pour it's laft echoes to the paffing wind. 

Thus, gentle Reed, from diftant cUmes reftor'd. 
Did fricndihip's eye beam bright on thy return} 

Nor fiiw how foon, alas ! and how deplor'd. 
Thou too Ihouldft feek th* irremeable bourn# 

Full oft fliall mem'ry, brooding o'er the paft. 
The horrors of that fatal morn rccal. 

When, from th' JEolian cave, the ifluing hlaft 
Urg'd it's dread terrc^^s o'er th' afirighted baU^ 

In vain the fondnefi of maternal love. 
In vain thy ^oufe and weq)ing fifler joiii» 

Jn anxious vows to him that rules above. 
And fuppUcate for thee the power divine* 

In vain they charge the freighted bark to beat 
Her rich depofit o'er the gloomy wave j 

Nor fee their vows cUfpers'd in empty air. 
Nor yet prefage for th^e the deiUn'd Kprai^! 
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Calm and ferene the faithleis evening fhbnct 
That gave thee once again to tempt the flood ji 

And, linking to the weft, the circling fun 
Unboding fet, and innocent of blood* - 

Tet the gay fun that ting'd the placid fcenc. 
In golden pomp defcending to the weft ; 

Nor the ftill calm that hulh'd the deep ferene. 
Could check the dire preiage that filled thy breaft« 

What boots it now, thy fad prophetic foul. 
Warned from above, defcried impending*£ate ? 

Of doubt and fear firft fdt the ftern control. 
And law wide ope the adamantine gate I 

How fond the wilh, that hcav*ri-imparted fear 
Had from the billows fav'd thy rofy breath. 

To forrowing friendlhip fpar'd the bitter tear. 
And fnatch- d one vidHm from the grafp of death ! 

Fop lo ! in air, the gathering whirlwinds meet ; 

Clouds rulh on clouds, in fierce confulion hurl'dji 
And, big with ruin, rage through all the fleet. 

And fin with jvild uproar the watery world. 
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Howfe the loud ftorm, and from the aching fight. 
In fuUen darkncfs wraps the dread domain ; 

Ji& chaos were returned, and* tenfold Night ' 
Refutn'd'her ancient, mielancholy reign. 

See ! reeling through the foamy, wild abyfs. 
Now here, now there, the giddy fliips are borne : 

Aftonifh'd hear the growing tempeft hifs ; 
And hope and fear alike th' expeded niorti« 

Ah ! what avails of youth th* intrepid force, 
Or the calm counfels of maturer age, 

Of ftubborn fate t* avert th' unaltered courfe. 
Or quell the ftorm, or curb old Ocean's rage ? 

Nor might, nor (kill the ftriking b^irk can lave ; 

The lurking lands arreft her from beneath ; 
With horrid crafli, wide opening to the wave. 

And dreiadfiil ruihes in the wat'ry death ! 

They feek the monllrous eaverns of the deep ; 

Or breathlds caft upon the foi&nding fhore, 
(Where birds of prey their dre»y manfiol^s keep. 

And rotind thefloim-beat rock the biflowft roar) 
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Nc^eftcd lie ; the laft fad rites denied, 
That pious duty pays the flitting Ihade, 

Of hallow'd earth, the fleeping duft to hide. 
And folemn dirge, flow winding through the ^3de» 

What though in ftorms thy gentle fpirit fled, 
Midft raging billows, and a wint'ry fl;:y ; 

And the green wave, deep clofing o'er thy head^ 
Low funk beneath, thy facred relicks lie ! 

Yet not unblefl:, O Reed ! thy mournful bier» 
Nor yet unfung thy afhes ihall remain ; 

To thee fliall fricndfliip pour the pious tear. 
And the Mufe ijrge the elegiac ftrain. 

."What though to foft humanity denied. 

To tend thy couch, and catch thy parting breath^ 

Watch the laft ebb of life's retreating tide. 
And wipe away the chill, cold damps of death ! 

Yet prefent he^ the mild, propitious Power, 
That from the flood the rafli <fifciple bore, 

To foQth the anguiflx of thy final hour, 
^d bid his angds waft thee to the fliorc, 
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There reft in peace : e'er long, whenTleav'n- decrees. 
We too, like thee, the frequent path fliall tread j 

And tofs'd awhile on life's tempeftuous feas, 
Out;9y the ilorm, and mingle with the dead. 
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NOTES ON THE POETICSk 



BOOK I. 

Verfe 17. /^U^ P<^ ded^tss kk mric to ¥ps»i$9 at tha£ 

^^ time Dau[^(n, *nd fon of the cckbraited Fnmcta 

^e Firfk of France. The afUons of tlus Prince make Hpfiiuitt 

%mc in the hiftory of the fixte^nth centiuy. Tfaefpirit of rivals 

*' (hip and animoiityy wludi (o long fuh^fEed between him ktA tM 

Emperor Qiaiiet ^ Fifth* was thif fomoeiof infinite eonfufioit apil 

(iifaitiery.aBddeiiigedEliimpewkbbkAKi Infagreatba^ey,fiiaE|hi 

under the walls of Pavia, which Francis was beCegingy he was d^ 

feated, and taken prifoner* From Pavia he was conveyed to a ftrqng 

caftle near Cremona, and afterwards to Madrid, where he wa# guard.-^ 

cd by Alarcon, a Spani(h General, with that rigid circumfpe6tioii 

which might be expeded from the feverity of his temper, and the 

value; of the prize. After languifhing upwards of a year in cfips 

tiyity, he was releafed upon conditions, which did little credit eithei^ 

to the underftanding or the humanity of the Emperor. Hit 

eldeft fon the Dauphin, and his fecond fon the Duke of Orleans, or 

in lieu of him, twelve of his principal nobility were to be delivered 

up, in the moment o( his releafe, as hoftages tor the perfprmaqce Qi^ 

the treaty. 

'. f '- ! • ^ ; • -^ '■■''•-•. •- :V 

^ The ei^chan^ of Francis for his fons was conduft^d by Alarcpti 

with l^s ufual caution. From Madrid the returning monarch was 

efcorted by a body of horfe* When he arrived at the Andaye, a 

Z 2 
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river which divides Fiance from Spain* Francis's General Lautrec 
iqppeared on the other fide with an equal number. An empty bark 
having moored in tha ilre>m» Lanftoy and eight gentlemen put off 
from the Spahifh, and Lautrec with the fame number, and at the 
fame inftant from the French fhore. ^ In Lautrec^s boat were the 
Dauphin and the Duke of Orleans. They met in the empty vciTet— 
The eaDchahge wastinft^ntly m^de ; and Francb, after embraqing hi^* 
^ildreny leaped into Lsutrec's boat, and landed b his own domi- 
iiions. A iine Turkifli hbrfe being provided for him, he' fprung 
into the featy wavdd his hand over his head* and repeatedly exdaini- 
log, :<< I am yet a Ki<)g,** galloped fuQ ipeed to St John de Luz^ 
iod from thence io Bayonne. This event happened on the rSth of 
March,. 1526, .a year and twenty-two days after the battle of 
Pivia. ■ i 

The fons of Fr^^ncis, rcpi^iped upwards,of .three years in captivity, 
from which they were, finally releafed in 11529, by the peace of 
Can^bray. The Dauphin, who was a prii^ce of great hopes, and on 
nccount of his refeipblance to .his father, imiverially beloved, died 
in his nineteenth year, not without fufpicion of poifon, which fonie. 
Who reflefted that there is nothing of which ambition is not capable, 
made no fcruple to impute to the machinatipns of the Emperor* 
Otters, however, afcribe it to his having drunk cold water, whea 
mer-heated at tennis. Sec Robertfon's biftpry of the Emperor 
Charles V, vot 2 & 3 paflim. 

' V. 45. In this afifertion Scaligcr is of opinion that Vida is mif- 

r' *)* ' . .. y •• ' i. ■■ '. ' . ■ , 

taken/ and afTcrtfi that poety had it's origin in the earlieft tinaet 

ionong the /hepherds. Others agree w;ith our poet, and obfcrvc^ 
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that there is nothing "among the Greeks of greater antiquity thjra 
the hymns' of Gipheus and Homer ; and that if there were, it 
would not take from this fpccies of compofition, the palm of an- 
tiquity, fince the invention of poetry ought to be afcribed not to 
the Greek* but to the Hebrews, who flourllhed long before the 
Trojan war, and even prior to the anrival of Cadmus in Bceotia. 
It 16 add^r tbjat there is nothing e^ctant in verfe of fo early » 
Ihte 9» the fong of Mofes in the fifteenth of Exddus, .which 
J6fephiis faysi are compofed^in faiexameterB. See Tri&am In 

loC< ' • , ' ■ ' : • ••■■ 

Several parts of the Old Teftament are written in verfe. St 
Jerome fays, that the book of Job, is, for the mod part, written 
fn heroics ; and from the words ** Let' the day periih wherein 
J was bom," chap. iii. 3: to " wherefore I abhor myfelf, and 
repeat in duxk and alhes,'' chap. xiii.. 6r' aU is hexameter rerfe, 
conMkig of- da£^ and fpondees, ]i)fe the Greek of; Homeri or 
the Latin df VirgiL It is allowed by .other critics,* that the ob« 
fervation^of Jeroms is juft* ^ 

The abfurditics of the Rabbins are frequently no lefs ridiculous 

in philofophy than in divinity. Some of them have difcovered 

^t the firft poet was Adam ; and- that he compofed the ninety* 

fecond Pfalm previous to the fall, and fung it on the firil fabbath. 

Jofephus is credulous- enough to declare his aSent to an idle tradi* 

tion^ that writing was not only ii\ ufe before the flood, but that it 

^as iniiented by A4am himielf ! 

*' >■'• ... . 

V. 6j. Phemonoe. Pliny, Euftatliiusi Paufanias, and others 

give this tribute to Phemonoe, as prieftefs and prophetels of 
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^ifcSio. Strab» fays ^^ttkf Si ^nfiuw§ti$ pmn yvnS'm ITt^Mw. 8bo 
ii fuppofed to have been the firft PjHua. The firft tofe ihe 19 
reported to have i«tteredf is 

Birds, lend your pinions, and your wax, ye bees ; 

t ^erk which faTourt not a Utde of the fnture myftcry and a«r 
biguity of the orack. This priefteis i$ fuppofed to have Utcd 
txther la the time of Abaa, king of the Argivee^ or of AcrifiuK. 
So fap Clemens Alexandnnus ; but he adds, that perhaps (he wa4 
not the inventor of heroic verfe^ but the firft who uttered oradet 
In that meafure. 

The opinions of the critics on the formation of verfe aie varioufi 
Ariftotle gives hia opinion in &vour of herdic verfe, by wdbichht 
ineanB hfcxameter^ a* ^e moft ftately and majciye iiieafui«i 
There was a time^ when, in this- comitry, pindarice w«n3 moft ia 
cAcem« .Dryden faya, that the akemate quatrain is iSbc saoft " 
magnificent ftru6hire of verfe of which our language is-capaUei 
But it is obfervcd, in poons of^onfiderable length, to be parti« 
fularlytirefome and iniipid* 

• 109 & I to* This advice' ia at important, <a« At |>rii)eaples cm 
arhich it is founded, are dbyious.' Many, uk all ages, hate'mili 
taken ' the itch of writii^, for the capacity. Biit vihatcve^ msf 
be thoogit by thofe pretendexs, who without any foundation ia 
nature, or any aflifbnce from education, tjq^A to ftait up at 
•nee into poetical perfe6iion, genius and art mud each contribute 
;to excellence in this, as in every fpecies of compofition. A kpow- . 
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hAgt of men and things almoft univer&l, an' innate gfitindctiriiiul 
elevation of fentiment, wkh an equal energy and felicity of cat* 
^effion^ and a lively imagination regulated by the moil: correft 
judgment, arc fome of the rare qualifications neceffary in a poet* 
Quintilian, fpeaking both of orators and poets, fays, *• it ii 
obvious, that they ought^ to lay up a ftock of wealth, vrhidi may 
be always ready for ufe ; that Is, an aonple ih»re of mattsr and 
Cxpreffion." \. * 

115 to 1 20. This remark is worth attention. There are mcU 
menta in which thoughts fraught with excellence and beauty, fudi 
denly prefent themfelves to the mind, and if not retained by # 
jhemory more happy than ufual, as fuddenly vanifh in obliviottw 
Such fortuitous iallies ought inftantly, tol>e committed to paper. 
Though perhaps not applicable to any immediate purpofe, Xhief 
will have ^thdr ufe on fome future occalxon. Y&dy tells ut« 19 
one of his letteiis, that he alwayss tock. witk him hia implements 
** for writing, even when he went to the chace; that putting dow^. 
Vxj thing that ihould occur, he might not return home with tho 
mortification of haying caught nothing. Quintilian offi^rs excel- 
lent reafons for fuch a condu^ << Irrumpuat enim optimi aom- 
nunquam fenfus, quos neque inferere oportet, neque differre tutm% 
eft: quia interim elabuntur, interim memorisB fuae intentof ab 
alIa.inventione declinant, ideoque optime funt in dcpofito. Somfi-. 
limes admirable thoughts occur, which it were neither proper t<». 
infert. in the work in hand, nor fiifc to defer : for they either 
efcape us^ or by endeavouring to recoiled them^ we lofe tbo. 
^ifcovery of fomcthing elfc. The beft way therefore ia to com? 
m them to writing." Quintiliiw, Book IQ^ C. j. 
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121. With thisidvice of Vida^ perfedly agrees that of Eras- 
mus ; who recommends a careful and habitual peruial of the beft 
wrtterSy particularly thofe who excels like TuUy, in a copious 
fluency of expreffion; and he exhorts the dudent to a pecuhar 
' attention to rhetorical figures ; ftoring them up in his memory for 
the purpoie of imitation, and learning by frequent ufe, to havo 
them alwap at hand. Erafmus de copia vertorum. e. 9. 

125. This is recommended, among others, by Anftotle, in 
his Poetics ; who obferves that by this means, the poet having 
the whole fubje6i before his eyes, as if he were a fpedator of the 
a£Uons he relates, will perceive what is proper to infert, and avoil 
abfurdity and inconfiftency« 1 

J 41. Petronius advifes the young orator. 



-<* Pet primos verfibtis annos. 



Maeoniumque bibat felici peAore fontem ; 

€0 dedicate his earlieft years to verfe, and to drink largely at the 
Maeonian fount.'* To the future bard this injundlion is iliU. 
fbore applicable. But there is fome danger in attempting com* 
pofition too early : for he who engages in it, while his talents ar^ 
^taUy unequal to the talk, will moft likely be difcouraged, before 
fdi faculties begin to expand* It is infinitely better to be late lA 
attempting compoiition, than to produce fuch pieces at we often 
iee extorted by necef&ty, and carry the marks of infinite labour 
and toi). — Nature may be aflifled, but cannot be forced with im- 
punity: and he who (hall oblige a boy to write before he it 
capable, win fddom &il to fix him irrecoverablyy n»t a {AtHas 
•r a poet| Init a ^da&t or a dunce. 
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143. It 18 well obferved by Erafmus, on the mode of ftudy^ 
that the beft: aits fhquld be learned from the ableft mailers. For 
what, ^ys he^^can be fo foolifhy as to learn with much trouble 
and fatigue, what you are afterwards conftrained» with ftill greater 
difficulty y to unlearn ? But nothing is more eafily leai'ned, than 
what is true and excellentu Whereas^ if error and falfe tafle be 
ever obtruded upon the mind, it is wonderful with what dif&cultT 
they are erafed. To the fame purpofe is a remark of Quinti- 
lian ; whp having obferved, that we are naturally moft tenacious 
of what we learn in youth, emphatically adds, Non afluelcat 
ergo, ne dum infans quidem ell, fermoni qui dedifcendus eft; 
let him not therefore be accuftomed, while yet a child, to a mode 
of fpeaking which muft be unlearned again. 

To thefe may be added the advice of Plutarch, who fayi, in 
his treatife on education, that when boys aj% of fufficient age t^ 
be committed to the care of a mafter, lingular caution (hould be 
obferved in the choice of a proper perfon; t% ^« A«^«r<f 
m\i^ir%^%iu H,fi«cfi*^ctf1a^ucfet ^tt^»i*9%9 hy no means commitixij^ 
children to obfcure and barbarous underftrappers. 

157. The poet here feems to aim a ftroke at thpfe fucceir<»:f 
of the angelic and irrefragable do6lors of the eleventh to ^he tbuy 
lteenthandfourteeothcenturie8,whopreferved the fcholafticp|edantTy 

.iprlthout the ability of tKeir mailers, and were juft able to )[:eep vm 

• '- ■ ' ■ • ^ • • • • ■ ' ■ • \ «• « 

fax hun^ble imitation of their uninteUigible jargon of the efTenfce 
^f uniy^rbls^.tbe fubftantial form of foun^, iafplubleSt hx^ 
cemes and Intriofic ptiodes. An ed^Kiation coiuiu&ed on liff3x 
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and 'barbarous tafte ; and to cultivate a mbde of f^ntiment and 
expreffion direftly contrary to that pnre, perfpicuous elegance, 
which IS certainly the firft charm of compofition, whether in 
irerfe or profe. Who can ready but with contempt or indigna- 
tion, the works of an author, who, through ignorance or afFe6ia* 
tion, Is perpetually involved in darknefs^ and obfcures fciencc 
with a cloud of dufl i 

Equally contemptible, is the laborious difcui&on of ufelefs and 
impertinent queftions^ Of this fort is that, fo long and learned- 
ly invefligatedy concerning a hog driven ic^ market with a rope 
faf|encd to him, and the other end hefd by a man ; on which it 
Is demanded, whether the hog is taken to market by the man, or 
IJie man by the hog t Much of a piece with this is the quefUoa 
of the afs in dQemma, betw^een two bundles of hay, and fb 
tquaOy attracted by each, that it wafi jadged by the fophifts> he 
could toucb neither. There was a time, when fuch impertt^ 
tiencies were dignified with the name of philofophy* At prefent 
we give them their proper name, pedantry run madm 

171. The fame reafon why young ftudents fhould be entruft** 
ed only to the beft Gvlng loftruftors, will equally prove the neb> 
ctffity of their being es^rly trained to the (ludy of the beft writerfK. 
On this account Virgil \s with great propriety reconunended* 
Snce he is certainly one of the greatef! mailers of language, and 
adopted into the Latin tongue all the fwee^neft and majefty of 
TlatOy with whofe writings he was intioiately acquainted; ^ To 
^rgil his matter Homer will be added of courfe, ' QtiiAtSEan 
fliidb that tJ^cfp Ihpuld l>e ^m^^ the firil books read b^ ^ 
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l.camcr:, for, fayt he, ** though at firft kis powr? may be tO# 
Jiwaitcd to relifli their beauties, it is to be.rc;meinbered that thefc, 
are to be read over and oven In the mean time, his genius being 
improved by the fublimity of heroic verfe, and his judgment 
ei^pande^ by the grandeur of the fubjeA^ he will beimprefled by 
4egree8 with tlje moft excellent fentimentSt'* 

1 78* Of Afcanrus or lulus, fon of ^ncas and Creufa^ 
frequent mention/ is made in different parts of the ^neid. Of 
Laufus, (lain as he comes to the refcue of his father Mezentiua» 
fee an account in the tenth iEneid ; of Pallas flain by Tumus, 
in the fifth ;— and of Euryalus by Volfcens, in the ninth, verfir 
432^ It is remarked by Triftram, that the poet intxt)duceS ther 
unhappy fate of th^^ young warriors, either becaufe prqjcimity 
of age has a fingular tendency to excite att^tion, or becaufe 
relations of melancholy events haye a peculiar iqfluencc on tendeff 
and inexperienced minds* 

202. From Vida'ai ^lode of expreffion In this paflage, one 
might fuppofe, on the firft reading, that he was about to recite a 
catalogue, and to introduce a for^ of review of the Greek and 
Latin poets. To this idea the following verfes feem full in point* 

<< Napn, quia non paucos parte ex utraque poetati 
Noftrofque, Graipfque tibi fe offerre videbisi ^ 

Qw}s hie evites, quibus idem fidere tutus 
Evaleas, dicam, nequis te fallere pollit. 
Haud mukus labor aulx>re8 tibi prodere Chpsuo9» 
QuoB inter potitur fceptris iniignis Homeru^.'* 

a A a 
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This, however, he has not done, but in a gchrral and com- 
pendious manner ; fimply referring to fomc of the Latin poett» 
and oWerving upon the whole, that the Greek writers who lived 
near the time of Homer were fuperior to the mbdcrhs. As this 
IS the cafe, I have given the pafTage a turn fomething differentt 
and couched it in terms lefs precife and deciflve than my author ; 

^ 'Twere well to each, &c.'* 

an. Homer is indifputably the father of Epic verfc. Diony- 
fius of HalicamaiTus fays, in alluiion to a pafTage in the Iliad, that 
be may juftly be coniidered as the Ko^v^ti t^ Zmx-o^) the head 
«iid fource, 

/whence flow all the feas «nd rivers, and all the tributary dreams 
of verfe* 

2;n. Jn this and the following verfes, the poet has an eye t« 
the ftate of Gi:eece, from the firft irruption of the barbarians to 
the .prefent time ; not without a particular allufion to the Turks^ 
who are in pofrelllon of thofe countries and iilands once included 
in the general name of Greece, and fo faiiious for' the cultivation 
of the arts, which their prefent poifeflbrs hold in fovereign con<^ 
tempt. Vida had more reafons than one for his refle6tions on 
this barbarous race. Italy, and Em^pe in general^ ^vas, about 
this time, threatened tvith an iii^fion under the fanMnn Solyinan ; 
fo that religion, patriotifm, and the love of letters all confpired 
to give an edge to his indignation. Voltaire confidered it as one 
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tnisfortune of old age, that he could not live to fee, as he et* 
preffed it, •** th? deflruftion of thofc rogues the Turks,^ who (hut- 
up the women, and do not cultivate the fine arts." It is indeed 
« melancholy confidcration, that the fineft country in the world 
is, under the worft government ; in which all nature feems to 
langulfh under it's barbarous and abfurd policy. — Defpptifm, cfpc* 
cially the fullen, ftupid defpotifm of the Eaft, is alike unfiivour- 
aye to the ixiind of man, and to the face of the earth. It blaftf 
every thing within it's reach. 

232. In this paflage our author exemplifies the ruilic, obfo« 
lete language of thefe early writers 5 

— tunc omne fonabat 
Arbuftom frcmitu JyhaifrotuIofaL 

334. Ennius, a native of Calabria, was one of the earlicH 
Latin writers of heroic verfe. Jefore him the candidates for 
poetic fame chiefly confined themfelves to rural and paftoral themes. 
Ennius was both an epic poet and fatyrid ; in the lail of which, 
however, he was confiderably exceeded by his fuccelTor Lucilius. 
He was a favourite of Scipio Africanus, and wrote a poem on 
the fecond Punick war. 

. 238. Lucretius, a celebrated Latin poet, and the only one 
to whom thefe remarks can be applied, wrote a poem " Dc 
rerum natura," which is tranflated into Englifh by Mr Creech. 
His wife is faid,'in a fit of jealoufy, to have given him a philtie» 
which drove him into temporary Harts of madnefs; in one of 
which he at laft killed himfelf, at the lage of fifty-one, and fittj- 
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lour years before the ChriftJan atra. His fyftem has been rcfutej 
in a Latin poem, cn^iitled Anti-Lucr^tius, by Cardinal PoHgnac^ 

250. VirgU and Horace, the one as eminent in lyric, as the 
other in heroic verfe, have brought the poetry and the language 
of their country to the lafl degree of perfedion. 

What a difference betwc<tn Vida and a late critic! The 
one 18 fo enamoured of Virgil, that he makes no fc.ruple toi 
prefer him, in every thing but invention, even to Homer 2 and 
the other, thinking yrlth a perfpicacity peculiar to himfelf, that 
fingularity and boldnefs muft be effential to found criticifm, con- 
demns Virgil, in his Drawcanfir flyle, toto ctslo^ and thinks that if 
his language had not operated as a pickle to. prefervc his fenti- 
ments, he muil long ago h^ve funk into total oblivion ! It is. 
Qt the fame time, airious to bbferve, that our poet's venera^on 
for Virgil fo far overpowers him, as to make him utterly lofe 
fight of the coiqtly and elegant Horace. His name is not once 
mentioned In the Poetics 5 nor do I recolkA the moft diflant 
alluiion to his v^ritings, unlefs, by an anachronifm not unufual 
with the poets, he claffes him among the earlier vrriters of Italy. 
It is almoft fuperfluous to remark, that Virgil and Horace were 
cotemporaries and friends. 

282. Tyrants and barbarians arc the natural enemies of the 
republic of letters ; and, on this account, the names of Attila, 
Alaric, Genfcric, the Oftrogoths and Vifigoths, thofe favage de- 
^roycrs of learning, will be infamous to all generations. Hiftory 
Js full of the ravages of tyrants. Chi Ho-amti, emperor of China, 
■wrho built tlie great wall between that country and Tartary, dc^ 
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ftroyed all the books and learned men of that vafl empire. The 
Caliph, Omar the Firft, having made the conqueft of Egypt, 
ordered his general to burn the Ptolemacan library, in which were 
upwards of four hundred thoufand, or, as fome fay, feven hun- 
dred thoufand volumes. With thefe books, the baths of Alexan-*- 
dria are faid to have been heated for fix months. Over the door 
of this library w^s infcribed, in Greek, the physic, of the 
SOUL, Hence thofe well known lines of Pope, in the Dunciad; 

<* Far eaftward ctfk thine eye, from whence the fun 
And orient fcience their bright courfe begun : 
Ont godhke monarch all that pride confounds. 
He, whofe long wall the wand'ring Tartar bounds ; 
Heavens ! what a pile ! whole ages periib there. 
And one bnght blaze tarns learning into air. 
Thence to the fouth extend thy gladdened eyes. 
There rival flamcs'with equal glory rife. 
From {helves to (helves fee greedy Vulcan roll. 
And lick up all their phyfic of the fouL'' 

Even Chriilians have not blufhed to copy the example. Cardinal 
Ximenes, at the taking of Grenada, conunitted j&vc thoufand 
Alcocans to the flames. The Puritans with equal zeal deftroyed 
images and paintings; waging an indifcriminate war with the 
arts, and purfuing their fan^monious depredations^ with as little 
regard to learning as to popery, Cromwell was mad enough t« 
fet fire, at Oxford, to the moft curious library la Europe : anA 
the mob, in the riots of 1780, demolifhed the houfe, and coa* 
fumed the numufcripts of the venerable Earl of MaaisfieU^ 
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«<>i. TKc famnj of Medici was diAingiufhed, in the fpace of 
ft century, by three eminent names ; whofe virtues having pro- 
cured them the efleem of the learned, they returned tlie favour^ 
by CJiltivating the Muies with fingular benevolence ; confirming, 
Jkys Triibraxny the maxim. 

Carmen amat quifquis carmine digna gerit*; 

he i« ever a friend to the poets, whofe a6Uons arc worthy of being- 
tranfmitted to pofterity. 

Cofmo, the firft of the iamxfy whom we have occafion to men« 
tion, was declarejiy by a public decree, the father of his country. 
Anxious f©r the inilrudion of the youth of Italy, he inWted 
from every country^ whoever W9$ ilcijQed in the Greek and Lada 
tongues. He liberally rewarded the learned for their publican 
tions; and lately jQpntribiited to the ^eftoratipn of the arta« 
After long and ably pre/iding over the public affairs, he *'died 
at Florence, loaded with years and glory, and confccrated to 
immortality by the literati, to whom he had been fo munificent a 
patron. 

. Cofmo rms foijceeded by his gouadfon Laiirentio, anot^her om9<« 
tnent of the name, and, by his patror«age of letterst a fharer in the 
glory of his anchor. He not only rewarded the l^^iroed with 
his tifual munificence; but that they might be fupplied. with, the 
bcft works 6f ^he ancient8,'^e fent iilto Greece, to procure 
ihanufcnpts at any price ; .exeriing every effort^ and fparing no 
«cpence» in collecting the beft books from every p^rt of the 
world. Jo dtt midit of hi^ Jabours for thfi.advanfifim.eot of .fci^nfie^ 
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%t was fuddenly fnatchedfrom the world, to the lofs as well of 
pollerity as of his own tiixics, in 1492. 

On his deceafe, the republic of letters received another acqui- 
iitioD in his fon John de Medicis, who in 1513, was advanced 
to the triple crown, under the name of Leo the Tenth. He 
did not difdain, in his elevaticgi, the fociety of the Mufes. With 
him the Auguftan age was reftored, and poetry and the artSi 
under this liberal and accompliflied pontiff, eminently flouri(hed. 
He invited from all parts the moft able profeflbrs of the t«- 
fpe6b've fciences, and inftituted an academy at Rome* , Every 
one who had the leaft pretenfions to the charader of a poet, oc 
was fldlled in the liberal arts found a fevourable reception with 
Leo. None, whether citizen or ftranger, who was confpicuous 
for his talents, efcaped the vigilant munificence of this univerfal 
patron ; a name, which the lovers of learning will never mention^' 
but with gratitude and admiration. See Triftram in loc. 

Leo's liberality was da(hed with a mixture of humour.--^ 
A conceited veriifier, called Camillo Quemo, travelled from 
Apulia to Rome, with a harp in his /hand, to which he fung 
twenty thoufand verfes* of a poem entitled Alexias.' He wti$ 
introduced to Leo as a buffoon. The Pope prefented him to the 
honour of tl^e laurel ; and the court earned the jeft fo far as to 
caufe him to ride to the Capitol on an elephant^ and to hold ^ 
folemn feftival on his coronation.— Poor Quemo was fo tran(i 
ported, that he wept for joy. From that time, he conftantly 
attended the Pope's table, drank like a fifh, aod poiutd. i^vSjk, 
Tcrfes without mercy. , 

9B 
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To thcfc may be added from the fame family Clement the 
Seventh, and Catharine of Medfcis, Queen of France ; to the 
latter of whom that kingdom is indebted for the famous gallery 
of painjing in the palace of Luxembourg in JParis. 

The chief of thofe who were employed in the recovery of 
encient MSS, were the two Lafcarises, Andrew John, and Con- 
ftantine, who travelled for that purpofe to Conftantinople. ITic 
former was twice employed in embafHeft and other public affairs ; 
and both of them taught Greek and Rhetoric at Rome, Naples^ 
and Milan. Conftantine was interred in Mefiina, at the public 
expence, and a marble monument ered^ed by the ienate to his. 
memory. They lived in the fifteenth century, 

303. The learned reader need not be informed, though for 
the fake of others it may be proper to mention, that Etruria ift 
the ancient name of Tufcany ; that Inachian, Argolic, and Argivc 
are applied to any thing' that belongs to Greece ^ as Aufonian 
and Latian are frequeady put fdr any perfoa or thing that relates 
t* Italy. 

362* This la a fubjed that has been much agitated ; and 09 
which it is not eafy to lay down rules which fhall be implicitly 
and univeffaHy followed. A man of humanity will never ftoop 
to fevcrity^ but where he judges it abfolutely indifpenfible. A» 
boy naturally dull cannot help it» and ought certainly not to be 
punifhed for si defe^ of nature. On |he other hand, he who i^ 
able to learn, but do«i Mt chufe to take the trouble, mii& be 
obliged to do it. That extreme inattention, that unaccountable 
Siddincb fo common to hoj$, sod which; if not cprreded^ were^ 
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as fatal as the moft confirmed ftupidity, muft of necei!ity>bd 
fubdued ; and the moft efie^kual meafures fhould be adopted for 
this purpofe. But flogging, as it is ufed in many placest parti'< 
cularly in fome of the great fchools, where the delinquent ia 
ftripped and difgraced in a manner (hocking to humanity, is fo 
abfurd a rdic of barbarity, fo vile and indecent a cullom, that the 
toleration of it in a civilized country, and at this time of the 
day, is little lefs than infamous. 

Dr Johnfon is faid, however, to have affigned the feverity of 
one of his mailers, as a principal reafon of his early maturity in 
claflical knowledge. The chara6^er of Dr Bufby is well knov^n ; 
who vras as remarkable for his rigid difcipline, ' as for the profi- 
ciency of his fcholars : but perhaps his other regulations wcrre ftili 
more efficacious than the argumentum baculmum. The iUuilrious 
author already mentioned, is of opinion, that Milton fu£Pered 
corporal chaftifement at Cambridge. If this be true, what a 
reflection upon the manners of our anceftors \ 

« It is obferved more than once, by Plutarch on education, that 
boys are to be allured to the ftudy and acquifition of the polite 
arts by reafon and perfuafion, and not to be driven Into it by 
ftrjpes and reproaches; for, fays he, l^xu y^ whIavIo, r»is htX6i4 
^AA«f H lots tXtv^6ti 9r^fff^y, fuch treatment feems to be calcu*. 
lated rather for flaves than freemen. This advice is certainly 
excellent, fo far a? it is practicable. But after all, it will oply 
amount to this ; that thtffe who can be taught without feverity* 
mufl be treated with T^ildnefs ; but Anit ^ofe who cannc^ and 
are yet capable of learning, muft he taught by fome means or otter* . 

Z B 2 
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3$4- '^^ * ^^9 ^ ^^^ ^^ Italy* ^^ It's fouree at Mount Vifo^ 
in Piedmont ; runs tlirough Piedmont^ Montferrat, the Milanefe, 
and the dutehy of Maotiuu From thence it waihes the. borders 
of the Parmefan, and part of the Modenefe ; and having entered 
the Ferrarefe, begins to divide at Ficheruolo, and difcharget 
itfclf by four principal mouths into the gulph of Venice. Being 
increafed in it's paffage to the fea by the addition of feveral 
rivers, and by the mehing of the fnow from the Alps, it becomes 
c^^tremely rapid, and often does great mifchief to the country 
through which it pafles, Virgil calls it fluviorum rex Eridanus, 
Po^ the Ung of rivers ; and defcribes it more at large in thofe 
IxfcH known lines. , 

Et gemina auratus taurino comua vultu 
Eridanus, quo non alius per pinguia culta 
In mare purpureum violentior influit amnis. 

Vida in his ChriHiad, gives a fimilar^ though a m^ore accurate and 
extenfive view of this fanoous river. Like Virgil, he retains the- 
idea of it's colour ; which, inftead of the more pleafing epithet 
auratusf he djdls turUdus ; of it's double ftream, where it joins 
the ocean, which he exprefTes by baud urn cortiu ; and of it's 
impetuofity, intimated in the word rumpat. But though, like his 
TOafter, he compares the double ftream to two horns, he does not 
carry the figure fo far as he had done, in the epithet bull-faced ; 
fitutino vuhu. But he adds the place whence it has it's rife, the 
Icantinefs of it's origin, it's fubfequent Accumulation by a variety 
is ftreams, and it's frequent overflowing it's banks. 

* The Po is the common reccfiack for moft of the rivers in Italym 
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Pinifero Veftili de vcrtice piimum 



^ It Padus^ exiguo fukaas Tata piaguia rivo : 
Hinc magis atque magis labendo vicibus au£tu» 
Surgit, latifiuoque fonans fe gurgitc pandit 
Vi6tor : opes amnes alii auxiliaribus undis 
Hinc addimt, atque inde ; fuo nee fe capit alvca 
Turbidus, baud uno dura rumpat in aequora corau. 

Tbis defcnption is beautiful ; and in tbe true fpirit of poetry. 
It is certainly imitation; but it is the imitation of a matter. 
But does Virgil mean by gemina comua^ that, in bis time, the Po 
dlfcharged itfelf into the ocean by only two mo^iths \ If fo, it 
k materiaily altered fincc. 

395. Serius or Serchio, a river of Italy, rifes in the Apennines, 
In the dutchy of Modena ; crofles the valley of Carfagnjina, ia 
the territory of Lucca, and falls into tbe Tufcan fea, five mile* 
from the mouth of the Amo. 

401.. Linus was a native of Colchis, and- one of the moft* 
indent poets and muficians of Greece.- — ^The hiftory of the age 
In which he lived, which Archbiflipp Uftier fixes at 1280 yean 
before Chnft, is much involved In fable. It is not certain wbc* 
ther he was the teacher or the pupil of Orpheus. Some afiert that 
they were brothers. Diodonis Siculus Informs us, on the autho- 
rity of the hiftorian Dionyfius of Mityjene, that Linus was the 
firft among the Greeks^ wjio invented verfes and mufic, as Cadmut 
y?as the inventor of letters. He is fald to have added the ftring 
tichanos to the Mercurian lyre, and to have exchanged the former 
ilrings which were of leather or flax, for catgut. Among hii 
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Tcholan was Hercules ; of whom it is faid by ApoUodorus and 
Diodonis SiculuBy that his dulhiefs and obilinacy provoked Linus 
to flrike him; which fo exafperatcd Hercules, that feizing his 
mailer's lyre, he beat <^ut his brains with it : vjf6 H^etKXntf t» tti$»^i$ 

Poets and muiicians have been frequently diftinguifhed by irri- 
tability of temper. — ^The gerius irrttahile vaium, the irritable 
race of bards, has been long proverbial. Muiicians have con- 
trived not to be left behind in this conteil j and Linus was par- 
ticularly unfortunate in having in Hercules a pupil as irafcible 
Us himfelf. An ancient player on the flute, obferving that one 
of his fcholars feemed to have no other obje£l than to play loud« 
fell into iiich a pai&on that he ilmck him, faying, \vk tv % 
fityeiX0 Td IV xt$fitnf wtth «AX tt r«i iv, % /i«gy« ! that excellence 
did not depend upon loudnefs, but that loudnefs ihould be fab- 
fervient to exceDence. The celebraf^d Giardini fometimes fell, 
in his youth, into a fimilar error, and once met with a £milar 
icward. Playing, one night at the opera at Naples, the compofer 
Jomelli came into the orcheibra, and fat down by him. Giardini, 
who had a mind to give his mailer a fpecimen of his execution, 
|;ave a loofe to his fingers and his fancy ; and Jomelli, that fucb 
inimitable talents might not lofe their reward, gave him a violent 
Jlap in the face. The irafcibility of Handel is well known. 

To thefe inilances we add another. A modem Tirtiothcus, 
having gone into the North of England, to condu6l tlie band at 
an oratorio, obferving one of the principal performers a little out 
of time, took his fiddleftick, atid with i^ifinite gravity and pre-, 
diion, began to beat time upon his head ! 
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Oire more anecdote, which if it doca not (hew the irntabSiXjf 
is at leafi fufficiently expreifivie of the haughtinefs of one of the 
profeiliony is fo fhockingly profane, that I am almofl afraid to 
itlate it. But it may perhaps operate as a caution, and induce 
profeffional men to watch the door of their lips, and to take care 
left pride and indignation hurry them into blafphemy. 

A Frenchman named Defaubre, was refident, fome years ago, 
in Manchefter. At a mufical meeting, in which Pinto was en- 
gaged to play the firil violin, it had been expjedied that Defaubre, 
who was a very good performer, would have played the fecond. 
As this was not the cafe, a gentleman, meeting him after the 
concert, exprefled his furprife, and afked why he had not taken 
the fecond fiddle. Defaubre, wiih great indignation exilatmed, 
•• Mo. play de fecond fiddle to Moniieur Pinto! Me vould not 
play de fecond fiddle to God Almighty!!!" Is thelte not 
fomething of the national charader in this fpeech ? Such a fen« 
timent would fcarcely l»ve found it's way, under any provoca* 
tion, to the mind of an Engliflmian. Much lefs would he have 
fuffered it to efcape his Iipt! 

406. It is obferved by Viperanus, that the pupQ (hould con- 
fider the inftrudions of his teacher as facred and infallible as the 
oracle of Apollo, and imitate the Pythagoreans, who confidered 
their matter's word ^ equal to abfolute proof; becaufe, if this it 
sot the cafe, he will be involved in continual doubt and uncer* 
tainty, 

455. Tybur, now TivoK, h a city of CampaiTia, tn the Pope't 
territory, near oi^e of the falls of tbc Teverone^ iixteea miles Eaft 
from Romt« 
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456* Tufctilum, now Frcfcati, is alfo a city of C2unpafiia« 
twelve miles Ead from Rome ; remarkable for it's magnificent 
palaces and gardens. Bat here the poet^ecms to intend a place 
in the ncighbburhood, fituated on the top of a mountain, whero 
fome fuppofe the antient Tufculum • to have ftoo<L To this the 
poet's expreffion,. ** ventos peiferrt nivales," is more applicable. 
In this neighbourhood was a country feat of the orator Cicero, 
where he compofed fome of his moft philofophical works, thence 
called " Tufculan queftions." It is ||ow a monaflery named th^ 
Grotto di Maria Ferrata. 

472. Emulation, sotwitliilanding the cenfures which over. 
forupulous and fanatical moralifts have caft upon it, is of finguhr 
life in the progrefs of education* It is the chief advantage of a- 
great fchool : and it has been often remarked, that- the b«ft dif<»* 
pc^tiooB are moft eager to excel their competitors, and moft 
afraid of being left behind. Qutntilian informs us^ that he wat? 
beft pleafed with thofe boys, who were roaTed by commimdatioiif 
hgd a quick fenfe of honour, and were deeply affe£led by difgracc 
Mihi ille detur puer, quem laus excItigKt, quem {rloria jjii^at, cp» 
vi£ius fleat. That this is a good iign, we. have an ad4itioil3d con^ 
firmation in the judgment of Cicero. Optimus quifque maxime 
jgloria ducitur. Above all, experience fays that it is fo. 

We may add, that emulation is not envy. The one is a malig-i 
nant ; the other a generous paffion. The one would rob anothcf 
of his excellencies and advantages. The other has no obje6l but 
to equ^ly and if poffiUe, exce^ed; bim in thofe things^twhi^^ 
acknowledge to be worthy of cornpetition* It is therefore pio* 
per, as Vida hints^ (verfe 420) that the fpirit of emulajtioQ fliouU^ 
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ifc kq>t up^ bjr {>rc>po£ag prizes a» the rewatd of excdlcAcr,' 9H 
hj marking tbofi; who ^^i^guifh thcmfelves ynth ^ dccidpij 

preference* Alit emulatio ingenia. 

". ' • . . i 

, 492. Quintilian's obfervaiiuons on \hm fubjeft ^irc; T^jtr]^abkr 
H^ fays^ ** prexiu^uiity of geniua U fcarcdy ever poroduQm of 
good fruit. They who ^e d!ftsng^i(hed by it 9xc. ^ fipt'pC 'pro? 
. digiesy who eafily sgrrive at a certain degree of knowie4gef aii4 
l>eing carried forward by a natural boldnefk, difiopvcrit without 
ceremony^ the extent of their abilities. What they pro4uce 19 
not any thing extraordinary, hoi they do it earlier than ufual. 
They are like feeds fcattered near the furface, which prefently 
fpring up ; or like handfidaof com in particular fituations, which 
ripen before the harve^ We admire their progrefs, when we 
compaffc it with their years; but in a little time they ftand 
^ock ftilly and admiration gradually fubfides." 

'vThere is certainly much good fenfe in thefe re^ftions ; and 
SK^ogy, if fuch a adode of reafoning may be allowed us, feems 
to con&rm them. Wh«i nature^ would produce any thing extra- 
ordinary^ (he is more tardy than ufual in her operations. The 
dephant is longer in geftation than other animals. The Britiib 
oak is liot only flower in it*t growth than other trees ; but it 
grows more flowly than even the oak of other countries ; and it 
is more valikble and durable in proportion. Why (hould' not 
this* be the dafe with the human mind? It is natural to fuppofc 
that it is foV'^d experience generally confirms the fuppofition. 
Accmti dfcfdrvers % with Qtuntiliaa, that thofe who arc x^ 
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JMirkiable for toy eariy genius and a premature promife of tht 
ffreateft things frequently tl^appoint the public expe£tatiom . ' 

Some exceptions muft be allowed Milton was both an earij 
and a confummate gemus. So was Pafdial. But in moft in* 
ftanoeS) abilities* which difcover themfelves Wiuch fooner than 
ufuisly *do not arrive at a proportionate increafe. It is faid of aa 
ekgaift writer, (I think PbKtian) that fomc Greek verfes, which 
he produced at about fifteen or fixteen, Vere fupeiior to any he 
eonqiofed at a later jieriod. 

It is, upon the wholcr no good iign» when the miad outft^pa 
the body; and it has frequently, been remarked^ that youths .of 
premature genius have feldom been indulged with long life. Of 
this» Barretier» Henderfon^ and many others are melancholy ex*^ 
jUnples. 

505 Sc 420. Obvious as k is, that boys require rdaxatioi) 
tad diverfioQi fuited to their age, there are. fome who are of a 
different opinion ; who ^ow no vacatioias>. and confider all play- 
as dangerous to their monds. But fuch reafoners arc unworth]^. 
of an anfwer. They leave nature behind them, and inftead of fok 
lowing her difbtes, exert all their efforts to control them. What; 
19 this but to fay that they are diffatisfied with the work^ of 
God, who has implanted a love bS fport and iioletit'<b(crcife in all 
young creatures^ and would alter for the better what, he hat kfit. 
imperfieA ? When writers lay down, pruiciplfs f^ ftr^wgdy con- . 
trvy tp reafott and nature, it is to )>e fu%^£^, tl^ thejf.m. 
cither egregious fanatics» or that they dmfe to cred a chacaficr 
oothcbafiioffin^ruhritjr. InarfdUbH^! 
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Triftram, in his note go-thb-fHiifl^/. to urith^^gkcat judg- 
ment feleAed fome refle£iioii# pf ^u^jdi ^n educ9ti0n» which 
are written in^*ah adnuiaUe fb^in Hf t^^sfoingi mid^ though 
analogically condu6UxU sire uoanfw^iMy! argumentative an4 
juft. Me obifirves, that it is with young people as with 
- plants, which are nourifhed by moderate ihowers, but by ex- 
<i^Ve mmibiref luMibly deftroyed^ t^at nature herielf tliachea 
thit they (hould fometimes be indulged with relaxation' troO^ 
ftudy/fiuceUie'ls divided between labour and reft ; fo that^watcb-* 
trig and fluraber, wai^and peace, ft(»tns and f;iir weather. ihutuaU]^ 
^cceed each other. In a word, ttS^ |s the folace und fopp^Mrl df 
M>0uv. • : 



", fj, J .?.'^ 



This h well iHuftrated by our poet, in the compariion takeft 
from lands, which ^ fonieti^^f^^ fufFered- tP;};i9/9Hpw,. V. 5:^0* 

514. Albunea, now Albunai yras a grove faqred to the MufeSi 
^ot far from a fpringof the flime hune,"in1the neiglibbiirnckAF 
of T^voli. It is mentioned by Horace with grea^ diftin^Qn. 

Me nee tarn patiens Lacedcmon, 

if' rpNee tax;tXaH& penuiflit can^td api«^ 1 , '' 

'«'!.o . ' QiuraL domus ABbuflseie idbnaatis^' . < ^ : '^/ 

t^ '< ' EtprsfccepaAnio, et iTibnrailucus^'etuda. • . / -^ - f 



MoGiibui^pomara iSvis* 



A iffiL L Od. 7* 



Not fiur Lariflk's fruitful ihore,' 
Nor Lacedaemon charms me moiv. 
Than high Albunea'^ . aifj walls 
Refoundiag with her iphiter-Msi' » 



• 



a C a 



^ 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



( »9« ) 

'*•'•■''• • AfldAnid-itiilmg'miadbidc^ '"• ;.■>•=■:.:«. --'a 

i' .(..!i ^Thfitthmugb the- flowery mMcMglidMrH ' /r . .. 

'' ' A^aUtbebflialHtMUftfocne'dmcU^ ' '> .-^^ 'ii .: 

-'>';:! : : . . .ft '>Ji:t !i,.j /J :,.•:•,« r -/n: r' 1 : ^ ,/»- \>^ 

, p;5« Am0Qr.A»ic9«)|O7jrT^cri»ie^!j(mflt%f Jwlyi wlpd^ 
kM;it'ft.)(>rigirt in lite. nfojii|ttmn$ of UmbW?^ intwft^ Ae,<:ouii^ 
try. riKM: j&t; from Tiv^K> fiAd throwing- itfdf , froic|i ^i; cppffd^r^Ie 
](tight;rinto the ^ilk^^beloir^Jbniia 1^ fnoftcinagi^ifl^nt f^iqade^ 
fc fajja ,«t fcngtfcjfcft>,*be Tjrbcr; ,1^ q>ith^.i5i«55i^.,wh^ch ^ 
have given it, though not without fome exception spfVic^UM 
this river, is however adopted by my author ; 

.r^'-''- U'l'y^: ..ii-) '/iv/ jJiruJ I -.^j ,j; .liv-:;.':: n tl .1'. •.* '♦ * 
Ac gelidis Amo trepidabat cahtSs undls. 

The Teverone, &«!'9M)ft^of'tbe: rivers qfiSlaiy^sj'ill feme parti 

of ity too rapid and iiripKtooiititoJbfr {ierfe^y dear-j^^tatius callr 

it Anien, and paitlcnlhrly timticks tHelrdcka anfoig wfaich> il flowt, 

and it's amazing impetuofity.aindf £9am(vf^BiilIiliSoi^'& moil noify 

and turbt|l8h(^cohi£E<df feveral miles over rocks and mountains, 

in which it's ftream is frequently broken by a number of cafcades, 

it defcends into a vaDey, where, fays Addifon, « it recovers it's 

temper, as it were by little and. little, and after many turns and 

. .'V fn y^ yAi \:;A df\i^ i :. . . 
miaing8> falls peaceably ifit;o tlie Tyber.'* 
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Ipfe Aniens (miranda fides) intraq: fbpeiqtt^ 
Saxeus, hic tumldam rabiem, fpumofaqiic ponit^ 
Murmura — ' ■ 

Stat. SUt. I. 3» 

So Silius Italicut. 

Sulphureis gclidus qua ferpit lenlter undis, 

Ad genitorem Anio labens fme murmure Tibnm« 

Here the loud Anio's boift*rou8 clamours ccafe. 
That with fubmlllive murmurs glides in peace 
To his old fire the Tyber. . 

The Anio divided the antusnt Latium from the territory of 

the Sabines* 

^ • 

I cannot difmifs this fubjeft without taking notice of zl well 

^own crtticifm on that paiTage in Cato» 

* So the pure limpid ihream, when fbuPd with lUins/ 

.which Bolingbrok^ has conunended» in a letter to PopC} but 
^hich I think a very ridiculous one. This nobleman is of opL- 
nion, that Addifbn's exprcffion mufl: have been faulty, becaufe a 
ftream cannot be pure and limpid, and yet foul with ilains* But 
before he Is proved guilty of a huU, it muft be fiiewn that 
he has made his rivulet at one and the fame time Hmpid and yet 
fold; and it muft be farther demonftrated, that a limpid fiream 
cannot be made foul. But the truth is, that a ftream may be 
pure in general, and yet foul in particular parts. Above all, 
what utterly deflroyi the force of this critlcifm Is* that i river, as 
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vcH at erciy thing in naturey is to be denomimited, not from 
an accident^ but fi-om it',s gcner^ and prevaiKng qualities: con- 
fequently^ Addifon'i ftream, being generally pure and limpid, 
waspropeflyidiftiilguifhed bfthofe epithets, notwithftanding the 
incidental circumftance of being fomctimes fouled by torrent* 
from the hills. 

Our author had, ho doubt, heard of the criticifm in qucftion ; 
and as he ncrer comtefoended to alter the pafl%e, it is a fufficient 
proof that he defpi&d k as^it deferred. For a boy of fpurteen, 
with all the petulance of that age about him, and with parts-more 
fprightly than folid* it was, .as Bolingbroke obfervesi < well 
enough;' or rather, it was pardonable: but when his Lordfhip 
4eigne4*7't0' adopt it, he drenif d how at a tf^ure^ and' criticifed 
4» if- dettfiniuned to bnag his jodgnientifita contempt. " *: •»» j' 

But Bolingbroke had no hearty — and I hlave been the ndoi^e 
particular in this note, becaufe I fufpe^l him to havie been pre* 
judiced againffc Addifon as a ChrifUan and a man of virtue ; and 
to have criticifed with all the rancour of infidelity on his mxnd^ 
He fpcaks of his poetry in general with k contempt it oannot 
(d(ferv<;{ and I beg leave to fay, that the. orily vetoes' of ^'Lord 
Splingbroke that I have feen, are far inferior to the wor(b that 
fcver JKQ, ^in his moft unpoetical moments, from thd pen of 
j/^ddifpn.— Voltaire, another critic of the' feme ' fchool, fays of 
Ad4ifon, that * the gulph between tafte and genius, i«-*iAitfienfc.* 
*Biat he who has read the effays on the pleafures^of Int^gfnation^ 
tuid denies, l^m genius^, either <3ontradi6U his JiKigme&tjr'c^iniiA 
\k utterly Ignorant in what genius confiftt* * * 
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' 524. It IS certainly no unimportant part of the office of z 
teacher, to difcpver the bent of h« pupil's genius. As the wants . 
of fociety could never fuffcr that a!l (hould be engaged in the 
&me purfmts, nature has made a proper pyovifion in this cafe, by 
inftituting a wonderful divcrfity of genius and talents. 

To this purpofe Triftram has felefted feveral obfcrvations from 
Quintilian, and from Viperanusy de Ratione Docendi. From 
ibme exprcflioxs of the latter, one would ibppofe ftim an adept 
injudicial aerology. ** Genius^ fays he, is not the fame itr all } tior 
zgfi all eqUaHy competent in the fame arts, fmce every man is not 
intended by. nature for the proicfGon of each. All have not the 
Oune conftitution of body; nor ih^e horn wti& the fame aJpeQ tf 
the ieavcus, ami ewj^aii&n cf At Jtarp. Thu% there is att 
scumen in fome, which inclines thorn to iogicri difquifittc^ii ; fonifi'. 
are remarkable for memory, which is peculiarly requifite in the' 
ftudy of' the law;* while others are diftinguifhed by vigour ani 
accuracy of judgment^ which are of e(&ntisd fervice in phito(b^ 
phicai jpuf&ita^ 

562. Thi» remaii: is agreeable to the advice of QmatiliaDf:: 
who would have all amorous compofitions concealed from tiie ef<r 
of youth* What would he have faid,^had he lived in tlas cea*^ 
tury, and feen . what ftrange pieces are produced by > moderqi. 
upveMs, for the inibu6tion of the fifing generation \ But I 
fliean not to condemn novels without dijHp^on. Some of tbexOf^' 
particulaily thofe of Richardfon, Brooke, and Moore, have th^ 
Ikft teodanoy ; mid are indeedt 'virtue ^<' teacbing by examples. 
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i$i2 to 6j9.' Notbiag c^a be ,n^re^ conuo^p^bte tb^aJt&e 
prefumption of tbofe.qustek* in Ete^turc, who,; Jiec^^e. Acy bav^ 
ibcceeded in fbme inft|»c68> conp^iye theaif«lve%«3(cellent in eyerf. 
^hing. Becaufe a maa bas been fortunate in controverfy, or bat 
fome knowledge of divinity, «inft he therefore be a great philcK , 
fopber, a judicious biftorian, a phyfician, a naturalifl, and a ppli- 
tician ? How few know the limits of their own powers ! 

• It i^jcertain^ howdvery that be who would excel in poetiyy 
ftoMld a«squice a fund of gei^ral knowledgs and ob(ervatibtt« 
9utarcb b^ Afi 1«y ji;flu2c» %f «A«iStg9v ^nit l^n «iAAiir ltt9 K^ufupm 
wyKvxhmy wmifv/t^uv pUk Wnpet^y, fiilt a!heS^*'mt WMu. A liberJ- 
apd wen educated youth q^gH to have fome acquaintance with 
^e whole ofcle of fciencf : but he addf, AAA«1M«/ci» m wt^^i^tftH 

t^ia curforily, i^d as it yirer^ by**'^y of a tafle j for perfodiiHi i« 
erery thing is impoffible. Sp that, in bis judgmeot; bmt thiogi 
are to be knoiyn accurately %nd completely; while in qdierB^ 
general view is fuificient. In the former, the poet fti^et (an 
matter ; in the latter, for ornament or illuftration. Nullam poeta 
fcieiltiflm afpernabitur, 'fays Voffius ; quarundam tameil guflui 
foftoerit, fahem in lis partibus, unde omatus a]iquid accedere 
joem^ poffit. The poet' will think no fcience beneath hit 
nbticei" Of fome, however, a tafte will be fufficient, at lea.A in 
tflofe partk which arc admitted into poetry merely for the embd** 
Bflmients which they afford. . . 

626. ;Pie Y^f^ngs: of .IJlyflbl are the djcf 6^«£l[ of- fbe 
OdyiFey ^f Homer, who is generally confidered not only as the 
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firft of epic poets, hut the greateft. Some» however^ give the 
preference to Virgily and feme to Milton. Perhaps JohniCbn m 
not far ficom the truth, when he fays, that '* Miltoa's work Is 
Bot the greateft of heroic poems, only hecaufe it is not the fiHL" 
But in works of genius, where excellence is aeasLy ecpial, anti9> 
quity will demand the preference. Every poet-of eminence has 
imitated Homer. Some have done it with {ervility. Hence 
JEM^n tells us that a painter named Agathon drew a pifturc of 
Homer vomiting, and the other poets licking it up. 

It is ^ diilinguifhed exCdHeace . of this venerable bard* that 
Iljs MufCxis as jrenuurk^ble for purit;)r qf fenti^ent, as for loftinefi( 
of co^iccption, or jufl.and degapt didion« It has been obime^ 
by. one of his comxx\entatQrs, that all his poetry is one cpfitii^ue^ 
ai|Qgiu|n,of virtue: and Horace fays, that he has done. more i^ 
fs^our ^f mqjfditj than all the pj^ofophecs. 

■ quid fit pulchrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non, 

Flenius ac melius Chryfippo & Crantore dicit* 

Lib* L Epi£ 2« 

696. Akides is a naxhe frequently given to Hiffciiles by the 
poets, and probably derived from the Greek aAxD» an oak^ mefiSf 
phoricadly^.piit for i)|reogth and vigour* Ancient Awthora enu<^ 
merate manj^.of this ^ame. But. the moft eelebrated is- the 
Theban Hercules^ faid,. in, febulpus hiftory, ta be the ion of 
Jupiter and Alcmena, wife to Amphitryon king of Argos; 
whom, to preferve his confillency, tonantem fimcanUmjufi J^WfWf 
be corrupted in tihe abfence of her huiban4> 
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*I1ie labours of Hercules arc well known ; tlic firft of whicli 
tras to vanquifh a Hon of immenfc fizc, that frequented Nemea^ 
a wood of Achaia. He is therefore generally reprefentcd by 
* patnters and fculptors as leaning on an immenfc club^ and covered 
with the ikin of this formidable, animaL After his death he wa» 
ranked among the gods, and admitted to divine honoure. 

7-14. None can hope to write well, who does not fuit his 
fubjed to his capacity. It ^is therefore proper that the future 
author fhould try his firft effays on themes of no great moment 
or extent. ^ We fhoiM not, fays Poatanus, fuddenly undertake 
Iliads and the wars of the giants,. fubje6b which are difficult and 
extenfive ; for what would this be, but to foar, like Icarus, on 
\|Kxen wings ? Let us rather firft treat of trivial or even ludiorous 
liiemes, celebrating, vKth Virgil a gnat, an ant, or a fpider; 
finguig, like Homer,, the battles of the frogs and mice $ or fport- 
ing, like £fop, in fable." Pontan. Poet. Inftit. Lib. L c. 1 1* 

722. Arachne is the poetical name for a fpider; taken fix>niL 
Arachne, a virgin of Lydia, celebrated for her ikill in the labours 
, of the loom; who contending with Minerva, was by her met*-^ 
knorphofed into a fpider. See Ovid. 6. Met. 

* In latere exiles digiti pro cruribus haereoc^ 

CsBtera venter habet : de quo tameo ifia remhtk 

Stamen ; ^aad antiquas exercet aranea tdas. 

« 

Fliny lays that Arachoe firit 4ifcofered ihi^ wfcof flax^ vnA m$ ' 
Uic inventor of iieitf» 
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763. Pan and Faunus : the Latin and Greek names of the 
fame deity, who was the god of Ihepherdsy and the inventor of the 
pipe. He is defcrihed as having horns on his head, his lower 
parts like thofe of a goat. The word is often ufed in the pluralf 
The Fauni were the gods of fields and woods. Propertius caUi 
them capr^des Panes ^ the goat*lboted Fauns. 

770. Retirement is certainly favourable to contemplation; 
and rural fcenes and the face of unadulterated nature have in all 
ages fiimiflied the poets with matter of defcriptlon and eulogionu 
Horace afks a friend how he could fuppofe that he (hould write 
amidft the cares ^nd labours of the city ; and fets it down for a 
rule, 

Scriptorum chorus omnis amat nemus, & fiigit urbes ; 

tiaat the v^iole tribe of authors fhuns the town, and delights In 
the country. Modem poets and writers of all deCcriptions feem, 
if we may judge from their condu£^y whatever they may pretend 
in their writings, to be of a different opinion : for in this ifland 
moft of them reiide in London, or fome other principal town. 
Of this number was the learned Johnfon ; and it muft be C09« 
fefled that he gave a good reafon for it. The fociety to be found 
there, and the literary advantages with which it aboirnds muft 
have been powerful recomniendations %o fo inquiiitive a mind. 

8o6. Prometheus, fon of Japetus and Clymene, and father of 
Peucalion. .Hp was feigned by the poets to have made meo 
originally of clay, and to have implanted within them the qua?* 
lities of different animals \ the timoroufqefs of the hai^, the pride' 
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mf idoK peacock, £he craftindls of the fox» the Ikrceaefa of <hd 
tyger, and the fury and magnanimity of che lion* 

Fertur Prometheus addere principi 
Limo coa6lus particulam undique 
Defedam, et infani leonU 
Vim ilomacho appofuifle noflro. 

When bold Prometheus firft began, 

As ftory goes, to form a man. 
From cv'ry thing he fnatch'd a part. 

To furnifh out his clay, ^ 

And to complete his rude eflay^ 
And plac'd the lion's fury in his heart. 

, ' Hoa. 

Bebg admitted by the favour of Minerva into heaven, vvheit 
be £iw erery thing animated by ethereal five, he jigitted ^ the 
fun a ftick which he had brought with him, and animated by thlt 
means his man of clay. Jupiter enraged at the theft, gave Pan- 
dora a box to be ddivered to him ; which when Prometheus had 
opened,' an infinite lumber of difeafes and calamities' mAied forth. 

Poll ignem aetherea domo 
. Subdudlum, macies & nova febrium 
Terris incubuit cohors.— 

Hoa. 

Others fay that fufpefting the fraud, he rejeded the prefent of 
Jupiter, and was therefore chained and extended on his back in a 
cave at Mount Caucafus, where a vulture perpetually preyed on 
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Us liver; Th» ftory, which, like moft that am to be found " *. 
&biilou8 hiiloiy, fe^ma to be ficbioa ground<:d upon fa£l, is pa. - 
ticularly related in the Ai^ouatits of ApoUoniue, and tb*; 
Theogony of Hefiod. 

Were we to trace the hiftory of Prometheus through all the 
labyrinth of antiquity, the ta/k were endlcfs. Some fay that he 
yrds puniftied, not for the fire he had ftolen, but for his prefump- 
tuous love of Minerva ; and that he was delivered from his tor- 
ments by Hercules. The poet Menander will have it, that this 
punilhment was infli^ed, 'becaufe he was the author and inventor 
of that terrible evil^ woman ; and that her name was Pandora.— 
Perhaps this was faid in a fit of jealoufy ; for he was palGonately 
fond of women. 

The truth feems to be, that Prometheus was a man of a plulo- 
fophical genius ; fo fupenor to the reft of mankind, that they 
knew not what to make of him ; fo they covered him all over 
with febk. Some think he invented the art <rf workiBg metals. 

8i8 to 829. Of the ancient oracles much has been faid by 
poets and fabdous hiftorians. In my opinion, the ambiguity of 
their refponfes is a fufficient proof that though they were more 
artful, they were little wifer than thofe who confulted them. 
The eftimation in which diey wet« held had perhaps no better 
foundation, than the ignorance and fuperflition of the times in 
which they floun(hed. 

836. The poet naturally concludes the firft book, which is a 
fort of introdudion to the poem, with the praife of poetry and 
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an tccount of it's divine origin. The ancients carried this id«a 
to great lengths, and fuppofed poets to write, as the oracular 
pHefteifes are faid to have delivered their reponfes, under a divine 
influence. A favourite error, which the bards were not eager to 
difcountenance. Plato has feveral remarkable paiTages in his 
writings, which fliew that this was the opinion of Socrates, who 
fuppofed that in compofition the fenfes of poets were frequently 
fufpended, and that the gods made ufe of them as minifters and 
interpreters. ^<d(1«J7« « dso^, i^cct^isfMf^ rovrtif rdt/y, rcv]6t$ jc^^ 

•i; vvf fin frc^ffty, »XX\ B-tog « J7«; f o» S AiyAry, hec lilefv St ^^¥^ySet$ 
9'f9s nfMs* Plat, in Ion. See alfo Apol. Socrat. 

It is from this view of things, that Socrates tells us he fovght 
in vain among the poets for the wifell of men ; for he found 
them frequently to utter what they did not underJland* 

. 845. The ftory of Orpheus has been fo often mentioned by 
the poets, that it needs little illuftration. Virgil has related it 
in a beautiful epifode in the fourth Georgic, in the latter end of 
which, the fimile of the nightingale is perhaps the fwcetefl an4 
jnoft pathetic that ever was compofed. 

Septem ilium totos perhibent ex ordine menfes 
Rupe fub aeria, deferti ad Strymonis undam 
FlevifTe, et gelidis haec evolviffe fub antris, 
^ Mulcentem tigres, &' agentem carmine quercus.. 
Qualis populea maerens Philomela fub umbrq^ 
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Amiflbs quetitur fetus^ quos dams arator 
Obfcrvans nido implumes detraxit ; at ilia 
Ret no6lemy ramoq: fedens miferabile carmen 
Integraty et mzftis late loca queftibus implet. 

For feven continued months, if fame fay true. 

The wretched fwain his forrows did renew ; 

By.Strynion's freezing ftreams he fat alone. 

The rocks were mov'd to pity with his moan : 

Trees bent their heads to hear him fing his wrongs. 

Fierce tygcrs crouch'd around, and loll'd their fawning tonguei^ 

So, clofe in poplar (hades, her children gone. 

The mother nightingale laments alone : 

Whofe nefb fome prying churl had found, and thenect 

By ftealth convcy'd th' unfeather'd innocence. 

But fhe fupplies the night with mournful (trains. 

And mehncholy mufic fills the plains. 

Dryden» 

856-7. Cerberus, the three-headed dog of hell. Erynne, one 
of the Furies. See an allufioa to thefe In Pope*s Ode oa St 
Cecilia's day^ 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



( ^o8 ) 



NOTES ON THE POETICS. 



BOOK II. 

I. rnpfHE poet, about to egiter on a difficult and important 
"*" part of his work, and to inftrudl his pupii in the difpo- 
fition of his matter, takes occaiioa to put in pradtice his own 
rule V. 35. Pontan. Poet. Inft. L ». c. 3. 

31. It is the poet's firft care to fix the reader's attention j^ 
which the rhetoricians inform us, is beft accompliflied by briefly 
entering on a general expofition of the £ubje<^, and pointing out 
what it is that we intend to treat. The propofition of a poem 
Ihould be equally fimple and concife, touching in few words upon 
the principal things to be difcufled. For the reader, when oncft 
acquainted with the fcope and bufinefs of the work, looks anxioufljT 
forward to the relation. Viperan. de Poet. 1. 2. c. 5. 

35. This rule is taken &om the example of Homer, who» ia 
each of his poems^ has interwoven the invocation with the pro- 
pofition. Virgil, on the contrary, feparates the one from thq 
other, firft propofing his fubjed, and then invoking the Mu^e. 
Hence we may conclude,' that he confidered it of little con£> 
quence, whether they were united or diftind. Triftram. 

There is a natural perfuafion in the minds of men, that 
nothing arduous and extraordinary can be accomplifhed but by 
the divine influence : for this reafon^ all who have any pretenfiont 
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to religion refort, in all di£5cnlt undertakings, to fuch inteipofitioi|. 
By this means, the poet fecures the confidence and benevolence 
of the reader, fixes his atter/.ion, and' gives a favourable impref- 
fion of himfelf, as a man under a divine infpiratioxL . Pontan. 
L 2. c. 4* 

It is ufual with the poets to invoke t^e deities who prcfide 
over the things of which they treat, as Lucretius, Ovid, aa4 
Virgil. But the latter and Homer have fhewp by their exami^^ 
that the invocation of the Mufes is moft fuitable to the epic* 

The time of invocation is as often as the poet enters on any 
thing new, like Virgil when beginning the fecond part of his 
narrative, JEn, 7— .when things are introduced that exceed be- 
Jief, as the metamorphofis of the Trojan flee^ into nymphs, 
^n, 9— -and as often as things of a myfterious nature are ei^ 
plained ; of which fort are the fcenes to wl^ch JEneas. wa9 iojtiQf 
duced on his defcent to the infernal regions* iEn. 6— Tbefe a<f 
the chief, but not the only occafions for invocation, as may be 
feen in di£Ferent parts of the Iliad, the Odyffey, and the JEneid* 
Triftram, 

45 to §6. The propriety of this rule is obvious. Nothing 
can be more invidious and difgiifling than a pompous, bloated 
exordium. Horace has noticed with fingular feverity and coUt 
tempt an inftance of this kind, and niarked it as a beacon } 

Nee fie incipies ut fcripitpr cyc^cus Q&B^f 
Fortunam Priami cantabo et nobile beUoai| 
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demanding witli indignation^ what this mighty promifer will 
produce : 

Parturiunt montes, nafcetuf ridiculus mus« 

The mountain labours, and a moufe is bom. 

Iboffu, on epic poetry, cenfures Claudian's introdufition to hit 
"-Bkpe of Proferpine^ as well as thofe of S,tatiu8 and Lucan as turgid 
*and bombaftic. Whence, fays he, it is worthy of obfervation, 
that poets who enter on their fubjedls with fuch oilentation, are 
rather puffed up with a falfe conceit of imaginary, than depend 
on the confcioufnefs of real talents ; and making the mod mag« 
nificent promifes, generally prove them fallacious. 

A judicious writer will begin modeftly, and kindle as he goes ; 
imitating Homer, who, as Horace obferves, does not degenerate 
irom fire to fmoke, but from doubtful and obfcure glimmerings^ 
gradually increafes tiU he gains like the fun his meridian ^lendourv 

Non fiimum ex fulgore, fed ex fumo dare lucem 
Cogitat, ut i^edoia dehinc miracula promat ; 
Antiphatenj Scyllamque et cum Cyclope Charybdim. 

Hor. Art. Poet. 

6i. There is fcarcely any thing in the propofition to the 
Odyffey concerning the return of Ulyifes, which might not 
equally fuit the exordium of a poem on the return of Diomed« 
The author of the iEneid follows the example^ and couceab thr 
tiame of bis hero. 

i 

Anna nnmxque cano* ■■ ■' '» « 
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The rule to which this note refers has refpeft only to the intia# 
dudion, in which the poet ought to mention no name» Init ta 
fpeak of his hero in general terms. But as Homer in the Iliad 
has obfenred a contrary method, adding to his hero's name the 
patronymic PeBdes^ whoever fhall think proper to deviate from 
the rule, may juflify himfelf on the authority of this prince of 
poets. BofTu on £p. Poet. L 3* c. 3, 

85. It is particularly to be provided that things new and 
various (hall be brought forward, and the feeds of future fcenes 
fcattered in the prefent ; by which the mind of the reader wiD 
be engaged and fufpended, and he will haften with the more 
eagernefs to the fequeL Voff. Inft. Poet, lib* 3. c. 5. 

95* One of the chief excelleqqies of comppfition is the artful 
diftributipq of a fubjed, whether narrative pr didadic. It is .efpo* 
cially fb in poetry, which delights in a mode of arrangement aa 
well as of expreiSon peculiar to itfelf, and as remote as poffiUe 
from profe. 

Ordinis hxc virtus erit & venus, aut ego, falloiv 
Ut jam nunc dicat, jam nunc debentia dici 
Pleraq; diiferat, et praefens in tempus omittat« 

95. Some think that epic writers date their poems from the 
middle or the latter end of the narrative, that they may diflFer as 
much as poffible from hiftorians, who deduce their relations of 
events from their fource and origin, obferving only their reg^ukr . 
fuccei&on, and the order of time in which they happened: 
whereas the poet pays attention not only to the things that are 
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done^ but to the chara6ier and fituaticm of the aAbiSt iidtcther 
real or fifUtioua. 

It 18 to be obifervedy howerery that he fhall not begin rafhly 
and at random, but fhall enter upon his work with fomething of 
importance^ and ftridly conneAed with the main fubjed. 

III. .In this view Ariftotle commends Homer, who by not 
undertaking to give a fuccinft hiftory of the Trojan war, and 
fele^Ung only fuch a part of it as beft fuited his purpofe, acccm- 
plifhed his defign much better than he would otherwife have done, 
and avoided infinite tedioufnefs and confufion. By this means he 
gave himfelf an opportunity to embellifh and diverfify his poem by 
the catalogue of ^he (hips, and a variety of agreeable and inftru6tive 
epifodes. His (kill in this inftance Ariftotle confiders as fome- 
diing moifc than human, S^ma-^s wt fetvun O^Dg«r— AriiL Poet. 
C 24. 

113. The judgment of Parisi when in the conteft of beauty 
between Juno, Minerva, and Venus, he decided for the latter, is 
feigned by die poets to have been the occafion of the Trojan 
war : for Venus £ivouring Paris in his.defigns upon Helen, wife 
of Menehus king of Sparta, the rape of that princefs produced 
the confederacy of the kings of Greece. — ^This ftory has given 
occafion to the famous prophecy of Nereus, 

Baftorcum traheret per freta navibus, 

Hor. L I. od. 15. 

trhich I think is the mod finiihed example of indignant concife- 
1K& and animation in the whole cojnpafs of poetry. ' 
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XI 9* The rage of AchiDes againft Agamemnon, general of 
the Greeks* who had robbed him of the beautiful Brtfeis* is the 
chief fubjed^ of the Iliad. Peleus was the &ther of Achillea ; 
hence the latter, according to a frequent cuilom of Homer, it 
often diftinguifhed by the patronymic Peltdes^ 

1 25. Simois and Xanthus. Simois ; a river which flowing 
from Mount Ida through the plain of Troy, joins the Xanthus 
in its pafTage to the Tea, and falls with it into the Hellefpont, 
near the promontory of Sigaeum. 

Xanthus or Scamandcr, a river of Afia, which flows into the 
HeUefpont ; called by Heiiod, 5uoy S»«i£«v^^0v, the divine Sca- 
mander. It was formerly called Xanthus, alluding to it's colour, 
which was yellow. Homer, intimating it's change of name, 
aicribes, according to his ufual mode, the more ancient appella- 
tion to the gods, the modern to men. 

With gods 'tis Xanthus, but by men Scamander nam'd* 

The plain through which thefe rivers flowed, was the geneml 
Icene of adion between the two armies. 

128. Aulis; a port of Greece, where the kings having at 
fembled, took an oath never to defift from the war, till Helen 
Ihould be reftored, and the diflionour done to Greece expiated b/ 
the deftruAion of Troy : 

■■ ot' f$ KvyS^ nts Ax^um 
Hyf(iS)»F7«, C4PM Xl^Mfm ig T^«ri ^houu. 

Iliad, a. 303-4* 
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135. Ulyfies fometimcs called Ithacus, from Itliaca where he 
leaned, and fometimes LaertiadeSy from his father Laertes, it 
confidered as one of the chief inftruments in the deftrudkion of 
Troy, from his fuperior policy and perfeverance, afid from his de- 
tection of Achilles, who was difguifed as a woman at the court 
of Lycomedes, whence he brought him with him to the war. 

141. The Ciconians were a people of Thrace, near the 
Hebrus. UlyfFes on his return from Troy, being forced thither 
by contrary winds, defeated them, and plundered their city 
Ifmara. Ovid relates wonderful things of a river in this coun- 
try ; which changed the bowels of thofe who drank it into floQe* 

Flomen habent Cicones, quod pptum faxea reddit 
Vifcera, quod tadtis inducit marmora rebus. 

Met. 15. 

In plain profe, the water of this river had a petrifying quality ; 
■ <* in flumine Ciconum lignum deje6^um lapideo cortice 



obducitur." Flin. But the bowels of the people remained un- 
petrified, hotwithflanding. I think there is a water in Mont- 
ferrat, in the Weft Indies, which has a fimilar quality. 

144. Calyp^, a nymph ; daughter of Oceanus and Theti^ 
whofe refidence was in Ogygia, fometimes called Calypfus, an 
ifland near the promontory Lacinium in the Ionic fea. Here 
ihe entertained Ulyfles during feven, or as Ovid fays, iix years. 
See Odyff. 1. i. 

146. "Alcinous, a juft and hofpitable king of the Phoeacians, 
who entertained Ulyffcs on his return from Troy. The gardens 
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of Alcinous are frequently noticed by the ancients as uncommonly 
beautiful and produdive. 



ilia jubebit 



Poma dari, quorum folo pafcaris odore, 
Qualia perpetuus Phoeacum autiunnus habebat. 

Juv. Sat. 5- 

^Alclnoi apologia the fables of jilcttwus were proverbial; pro- 
bably from the prodigies related by Ulyfles at the royal tabic 
among this innocent and credulous people.— I have feen it ob- 
ferved, but forget where, that Homer has fhewn great art, in 
making the hero of the Odyffey relate his wonders to ^uch a 
people, and fo happily fuit the fubjed to the audience. 

Macrobius commends Homer for not beginning with the em- 
barkation of UlylTes at Troy, but with his failing from the ifland 
of Calypfo, and his landing among the Phoeacians. There the 
hero relates whatever had happened fince he left Troy. By this 
neans the order of hiftorical narration is judicioufly avoided. 

151. Vida's expreflion is. 

Ante tamien fi gefta canant ■ 



Where by anU gejia he means thofe circumftances which give the 
£rft occafipn to the events related in a poem, fuch as the origia 
of Juno's refentment againft the Trojans; which was alfo the 
occafion of the war. 

X55« Much of the effed of poetry depends oa keeping the 
jqaind ia fufpencci «ad fising the atteatiooi by oootiaually prom 
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<daciftg . fometlung new, and condu£iing the work to ad unex^ 
pe£ied iifue. 

159. See Iliad) 1. 19. 

161. For the efcape of Ulyfles from the Cyclop PolyphemuSp 
fee Odyfley, 1. 9, 

172. The iingle combat of Paris and Menelaus, fee Iliad, 1. 3. 

179. See Odyfley, L 2i, 

189. Here the poet has in view the condu6l of Virgil in the 
JEneid, who by hints of what fhotdd happen in the fequel, by 
predictions of many toils and dangers by land and fea, in the rage 
of the elements and the fhock of battle, with intimations of final 
profperity, {batters up and down the feeds of futurity', and with, 
infiiiite addrefs captivates the attention. 

200. Theron, a gigandc clowil'flain by JEneas, in the be* 
ginning of a battle, ^neid lo. v. 312* 

203. Patroclus, mortaDy wounded by Hedor, threatens th« 
latter with a iimilar fate by the hand of Achilks. Hiad i & 85 1« 

207. One of the Fiuries under the figure of a bird of omen 
flew about the face and fhield of Tumus, prophetic of bi« iksitb 
in t^e iingle combat with iSneaa. Maad as. S6;. 

215-16. When Virgil relates the death of Pallas by the hand 
of Tumus, he artfiilly hints at the eataftrophe of the poem in 
the death of the lattery -by obferving that a time -would come 
mhen be wpuld.wdfli he had Jievfir touched^he fyoS^ of the ' 
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^tulhed youth.-— <Iii the laft ^neid, Turnus being m the pcywer 
of his adver(aiy» the latter yields to his intreatiesy and is inclined 
to fpare him till he fees upon him th€ golden belt'of his friend* 
Upon which he inilantly puts him to death«-^ompare the con* 
duiion of the iBneid with thofe lines in the tenth, beginningt 



Tumo tempus erit — — — 

thus tranilated by Dryden ; 

The time ihall come, when Turnus, but in vain, 
Shan wi(h untottch'd the trophies of the (lain ; 
Shall wi(h the fatal belt was far away, 
_ And curfe the dire remembrance of the day* 

Such intimations, though not explicit and circumftantial, give 
the reader fome idea of the event, and ia the mean time greatlj" 
contribute to keep up the attention. 

340 to 264. In thefe verfes Vida cenfures Homier for the 
prolix and circumftantial accuracy of his defcriptions* Perhape 
the minuteneis with which he defcribes the arms and chariots of 
liis heroes, noticing the moil trifling drcuroftance, will appear ta 
moft of his readers a defcd in the conduft of the Iliad* But his 
admirers will defend him by faying, that fuch interruptions of the 
Barrative afford an agreeable refpite from the contemplation of 
Icenes of horror and carnage ; and that they help to lengthen and 
dilate what would otherwife have been related in few words. 
The fame maybe iaidof hia anatomical accuracy in dcicribing llbt 
dGs^ of the wouadi received in battle* 
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-, With regand to ^erfites, whofe bafe and ignoUe mind Ji 
defcribed as being lodged in an equally ignoble body » critics wiR 
differ in opinion. Homer has been much cetifured on this a& 
count. But it is certain that moil poets have imitated the 
example. Perhaps they have done fo in confarmity witha very 
natural prejudice ; and therefore have generally agreed that amiable 
and heroic charaflers (hall have beautiful and majeftic perfons, 
and on the contftiry, that charaders of a different complete* 
ihaU carry fome intimation of their vices in their awkwatd and 
ungradotts afpeft. See Iliad 2. 2i2. 

265* Virgil is here commended, who, when he hat occaiioa 
to mention Drances, a charader of no great note» fays little of 
him by way of preSice, but at once brings .him forward as fpeak- 
ing in his own perfofu He defcribes him in funilar terms with 
our poet* 



Fa&ious and rich, bold at (he council boaid^ 
But cautious in the field, he fhunM the fword ; 
A dok caballer and tongue valiant lord. 

See JEneid II. 336» 



! 



' 373* ^ifodei nnfeafnmbly introduced are lb f9r from eaii 
bdlUhiog a pocm» that d&ey llemilh and difgrace it ; of which 
ibrt paxticuhrly arefiur fetch^ abftrufe difquifitlonsy a folk be* 
^iMndf to be reprehended in Lucan. T1iere» thongh in their 
proper place excdknt and worthy of admiration^ are oo other 
«ecafioi9i» like the fmfmrm fmmn of Honcei jiiftl j regirdci 
yoAi oontenipt* 
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484. The poct*8 cenfure of the impertinent ifttfodu6&n of 
fuch fubje^ in poetical compoiitiony may remind us to what 
kngths fome writers go in dogmatical afTertion on fome of th6 
moil intricate fubjeds in that abftrufeft and moft micertain of aQ 
iciences, metaphylics. 

When a kte eminent phyfician was before the examiners^ pre* 
Tiou8 to his being admitted to his degree, as he was reputed aft 
adept in metaph^s, the profeffor had the curiofity ta aik him, 
D^ftmm CamBJaUf M Jedes anitM ? The anfwer was» nefih* To 
which it was replied with equal propriety and concifenefs» nee ego r 
and I fuQ>e£i it was as good dn anfwer as has been yet given,i 

. Perhs^ in mod inilances we are as ignorant with refpe£l to 
tbc ^imian foul as we arc with regard to that of the brutes* Tha 
Do6io^s of the Sorbonne have not yet determined whether it bc: 
feated in the pineal gland, or, as an old man in Lincolnfliire 
ratiier fuppofed, in the back bone ! 

A writer of fome antiquity decides one p( thefe fubje£U by* 
faying, not very philofophically, that God is the foid of brutes ; 
Deus eji amma bnOorum ; of which any man may believe all he 
can comprehend, which will not be much. If it mean that God 
i? the fource of life and intelligence to the brutes, the fame may 
be faid of man. If the intention be that God is literaBy to 
brutes what the foul is to the body, it will then follow that they 
aft by immediate ini^imtion ! 

307. This alludes to JEneid 6. 713, where iBneas, on his 
defcent into Elyfium, queftions^ his &ther Anchifes on thefe 

a F 2 
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fubjeAt* BoiTu and Scaliger have remarked that Virgo's dif^ 
quifitions on the immortality of the foul are felc6^ed with great 
ikill from the works of Fbto, and properly introduced on this 
occafion. For thefe matters, which were either unknown, or 
much controverted, are difcuffed by way of anfwer to ^neat 
who was dubious concerning them, in th^ receptacle of departed 
jpirits, and by an inhabitant of Elyfium. 

315, Hie narration, fays Voffius, ihould be dihted with 
epifode and digrefiion, that it may be more various and extettfive : 
but thofe cpifodes muft not be ftrabed and br fetchedf but have 
a near relation to the main fubjed« 

^ This b admirably managed by Tirgil, who in his defcriptioa 
ef the armour of iEneas, takes oecaiiott to naake the future wan 
and conquefts of his pofterity the fubje^ reprefented upon k. 

331, Here we have at once a conunendation and imitatioii 
of Virgil, who tidLes every apportunity of celebrating his country. 
The paiTage aUuded 4a is in the fecond Geoigic, v. 136. 

Sed neque Medorum fylvae, ditii&ma terra. 
Nee pulcher Ganges, atque auix> tiirbidus Hermus, 
Laudibas Italian certent : non Badra. neq; Indi, 
Totaque thuriferis Panchaia pin^uis arenis* 

But neither Median woods, a plenteous land, 
Pair Ganges, Hermus rolling golden fund, 
Nor Ba6b-ia, nor the richer Indian fields. 
Nor all thq gummy ftores Arabia yields, 
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, ^ Nor any foreign earth of greater name, 
\ Can ynth fweet Italy contend in fame. 

Dryden. 

350. In the firft Gcorgic, v. 466. Virgil, after havkg de« 
(bribed the inftrumehts of agriculture, makes a digrefiion to the 
murder of Caefar and the prodigies about the time of hi$ 
•afTaflination : the firft of which is the obfcurity of the fum 

He firft the fate of Caefar did did foretel. 
And pitied Rome, when Rome in Caefar fell ; 
In iron clouds conceal'd the public light. 
And impious mortals fear'd eternal night. 

DR:YIMill. 

351 to 354. See Georgic 2. 458. ' 

363. See Georgic 4. 317* 

367. Having mentioned Ariftjcus and the lofs of his bees, 
VIda commends Virgil for fo naturally infiroducing the cpifode of 
Orpheus and Eurydice ; who flying from Ariftaeus who meant 
to force her, was ftung to death' by a ferpeht. Hence the for- 
fOws of Orpheus, his defcent into the infernal regions ; his reco* 
▼cry and lofs of Eurydice, and his death by the fury of the 
bacchanals; related at large in the GeorgicS;^ a&d beautifully 
touched upon by Milton, in his Lycidas* 

There is no need, on this occafion, to confider whether there 
ever was fjicli a peifon as Orpheus; whick Cicerp in his Nafura 
Deorum controverts on the authority of a pafiage in Ariftotle, and 
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^hich fome think is fufficiently refuted by the authority of 
Origen, who denied that any writings of Orpheus were extant in 
his time* The learned Voffius is of the lame opinion* 

■ Ncm noftrum tantas componere litcs* 

3^3 to 375* Rhefus, a king of Thrace, who went to. the 
affiftance of the Trojans ; funoos for his wl^ite horfes which were 
captured and himfelf flain in the night excurflon of UlyfTes and 
Diomed. 

Rhodope, a mountain of Thrace, whence the river Hebrus has 
it's fburce. 

380. Phdnii' offsprings and the Mng — ^The former of thefc if 
an allttfioa to the &U of Phaeton, fon of Apollo and Clymeiie, 
who not being able to guide the horfes of the fun of which he 
had obtained the direction for one day, Ju|Hter, fearmg the de> 
ftru6Hon of the race of living creatures, ftruck hiro fipom the 
chariot with lightening ; whence he fell into the river PoJ or as 
ApoIIoniujB fays in his Argonauts, on the banks of it. 

This &ble is fuppofed by fome commentators to have refpeft tQ 
the ambition of rafh and ungovernable men,, who by aiming toa 
h^, frequently meet with as profound a fatt* This is perhi^ 
the heft ufe that can be made of it* ^ ^ 

The king here alluded to is Cyniras, king of the Ligih-ians, 
who being inccmfolable for the death of Phaeton, ws|s turned into 
afwan. The ftory is told in Ovid, Met* ll»— -and by Virgtly 
JEn* id, ^ 
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Non ego te Ligurum 



385. A famous hunter ; fee ^neid 7. 765. 

.Hippolytus, as'old records have faid. 
Was by his ftepdame fought to (hare her bed : 
But when no female art his mind could move. 
She tum'd to furious hate her impious love. 
Torn by wild Jiorfes on the fandy fhore, 
Another's crimes th* unhappy hunter bore, 
'Glutting his fatlier's eyes with guiltlcfs gorc^ 
But chafte Diana, who his death deplored. 
With JEfculapian herbs his life reftor'd. 

Dryoen. 



I 



395. This is agreeable to the pradicc of Homer, who is 
particular in defcribing the armour of his heroes, which often 
defcended from fiither to fom He6^or is confpicuous in the 
niad for the white plumes on liis hdmet* 

M This faid the towering chief prepares to go 
And feems ^ moving mountain topt with fn6w<r? 

For the allufion in this paflage, fee jEneid 7* 65$. 

The ofispring of Alcides here mentionied is Aventinus, fbn of 
Hercules and the prieftefs'Rhea* On his armour were engraved 
iimie of the principal exploits of his father. 

398. Tempe is here put, by a metonymy, ibr the river whidi 
$Qm tbrough the countryof that namcy ivfaich is t delightfi^ 
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vale in ThefTaly ; though perhaps I may have taken kk this in^ 
ftance too gteat a liberty with my author, who fpeaks only of 
the country itfelf, which, like Virgil, he dillingwiihes as the tool 
Tmpe. This place, fo much celebrated by the poets, lies between 
Larifla and the fea coaft, and is furrounded by the mountains 
Olympus, Ofia, and Pelion* The river Peneus runs through it. 

403. Achelous, a river of Epirus in Greece, which rifmg at 
Mount Pindus, divided ^tolia from Acamania, and emptied 
itfeif into the Ionian fea. 1 * 

405. The Dryads were nymphs who prCfided over the woods, 

from ^^tify an oak. The poets diftingui(h between Dryads and 

Hamadryads; the latter owing their origin to particular trees, 

and penfhing with them when they were cut down. Catullus 

fpeaks of Naiads and Hamadryads indiicriminately. So does 

Ovid. 

/ 

Naiada vulneribua fuccidit in ari>ore faftis» 

lUa pent : fatum N^dados arbor erat. , 

) 

406. The Nereids were fifty, or as fome fay, an hundred fea 
nymphs, daughters of Nereus, fon of Oceanus and Tethys. But 
Orpheus calls him the moft ancient of the gods. 

413 to 418. The fiibjeds of Dido are compared to bees xf^ 
the firil JSneid, v. 434. and the Trojans to ants, £neid 4. 402. 
Both the fimiles are eminently accurate and juft : the firft relates 
to Uie iodufiry of the Tynans at the bttilding of Carthage* 
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Such IS their toil, and fuch their bufy painSy 
As exerdfe the bees in flowery plains ; 
When winta- pail and fummer fcarce begun 
Invites them forth to labour in the fun. 
Some lead their youth abroad, while fome condenfe 
Their liquid ftore, and fome m cells difpenfe ; 
Some at the gate ftand ready to receive 
The golden burthen, and their friends relieve. 

The other defctibes the preparations of iBneas and his com- 
panions to leave this hofpitable coaft. 

■ ' '■ TTie beach is cov^r'd o'er 



With Trojan bands that blacken all the fliore : 
On ev'ry iide are feen defcending down 
Thick fwarms of foldiers loaden from the town* 
Thus in battalia march embodied ants^ 
Fearful of winter and of future wants» 
T' invade the coniy and to their cells convey 
The plundered forage of their yellow prey. 
The fable troops along the narrow tracks 
Scarce bear the weighty burthen on their backs t 
Some fet their (houlders to the ponderous grain. 
Some g^uard the fpoil, fome lafli the laggihg train ; 
All ply their fev'ral taAcs, and equal toil fuftain. 

Drydbii. 



}. 



In thefe vcrfesi Vida tacitly commends Virg3 as always fuittng 
Ims comparifoDs to the dignity <^ the Epopoeta; ghocing at tbc^ 

aG 
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iame time at Homet, who io feveral partg-of the IKad, compares 
the hoftHe armies to ffies. See Iliad a. 469. & 16^ 641. 

423 to 426. See the retreat of Turnus, ^ncid 9. 792, where 
Virgil compares him to a lion ; whence Vida takes occaiion to 
cenfare Homer, who in Hiad 11. 557. compares Ajax to an afs ; 
which Bodu and Dacier as zealouHy defend, on the principle tliat 
in former times this animal was frequently ufed even by kings ; 
and. that Homer could not forefee that he would fall into fuch 
«U%race. Howetey this may be, Vida^s cauci<Mi is a good one* 
This fpecies of Catachreiis is ever to be avoided* 

445. Triftram'obferves that in this jplace Vida delivers the 
feme precept with Ariftotle ; •* that it is better to take the pro- 
bable though impoffibfe, than what is improbable and yet poifi- 
ble.'' He adds, that In the eonveriation between Ghmcus and 
Dioroed, we have an example of the improbable and yet pof- 
fible ; and in the transformation of the Trojan fleet into nymphs» 
of the probable and* yet impoffible. 

How far thcfe remarks may be jufl:> is worthy of confideration. 
The fuppofidon oi a long converfation on the field of battle* 
and in the midft of a furioua engagement, is certainly impro> 
b^tle; and unlels Glaucus and Diomed retired into the rear or 
wigs of the army, of which we have no intimation, it is to all 
appearance impoffible. The transfomiation of the fleet is I think 
^nerally given up. It is a fidion fo gkringly and exceflively 
nsurvdloiiSf dtatt^ ^'vse have ao difliodCj is laying duit k is neither 
pcdiljle m>r|(iiQbiaUieK The i^ddi of th loafted heifin^ o£ the 
fius^ Odyfiey ia« 395. thefe of the horfet of Achilles, Hiad 17. 
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42 6*. & I9« 409. the one lamenting the death -of Patroclua, and 
the other predicting tke fate of Achilles, are of this (lamp, and 
belong to thofe dreams which pafs through the Ivory gak> They 
are not only too abfurd to be true» but too extravagant to have 
the fmalleft pretenfions to credibility. 

The rule of Horace on fuch occafions is^well known ; 

Fi£ta volupt^tls caufk fint proxima veris. 
Nee quodcunque volet pofcat fibi fabula credf. 

'< Let what is feigned in order to entertain and delight be akin 
to truth ; nor let the poet fhock us with obyioi^ improh^ilities.'* 

Dacier, whofe veneration for the ancients induced hhn to juftify 
ahnqil every thing they have faidt vindicates the prodigies, of ^he 
horfes of Achilles and the transfornation of the ihips of ^aeas, 
^n the pi^nciple of what he calls a J^viiu froiaiiStji* . .B«^ 
I doubt whether this be fufSaent* We aditu^ $hc omnipotes^ 
of the deities ; but as there can be no necefiity that hories fhould 
fpeaki or that (hips (hould be tranfported into ny'itiphdfat a 
iimilar purpofe, the improbability is too great for belief. ,^e 
want here the Jignus vindke nodus. The occafions do not feem to 
demand fo extraordinary an interpofitioif: iot the powtfti fen- 
ployed in thefe prodigies might \)AVfi found, a more probable 
mode of warning Achilles, and of inftruding and encouraging 
iEneas. 

. It is obferved by Pontanus, that 'Uo, conduft his fable, with 
probability is the 4^ef concern of the p9et; whofe bufinefs is 
\o relate upt fo mifch what has a6^ually bapgenedi as what in^ht; 
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Iitvc happened. If therefore \m ftoiy be not tnie, he is not to 
be cenfured on this account; but if It be improbible, that is, if 
he prove himfelf an awkward imitator, he forfeits his title/' The 
reafon is, that in whatever may be feigned by the poet or fup- 
pofed by the orator, they are to copy nature : lu l6f aytt^ef ^aiUnf 
n 9^ ()]I«f« fUfiiiiAot nffiu'%9 sr^«7^«]«ry. Dion. Halicar. 

It may however be granted that what would be highly im- 
proper on the ftage, when every thing is reprcfented to the eye 
may fometimes be admitted into a poem ; for as Dacier obferves, 
•* our eyes arc much' furer and more accumte judges than our ears. 
Hence, fays he, whatever is fhocking or incredible Ihould in tra-- 
gcdy be kept out of fight." 

478. This alludes to Odyfley, 1. 19. y; 562. and -Eneid 6. 
V. 893. where is an account of the two gates of dreams ; the one 
of horn, whidi gave a pslifage to fuch as were true ; ^he other of 
ivoryy through which' ifiued fuch as were &lfe« 

484. See the beginning of Iliad 2. 
' 487*. See Iliad I. 47b. ■ 

. 492. Sec Ilia!j9. 2(54. 

493' See JEneid 11.^43. 

501. The Epopoeia, fays Ariftotlcy has powers of extcnfion 
peculiar to itfelf : E^n ^r^os % iTn^uffS-tu r« f^tyt0o( w*Xv *]* y^ 
iw9rc7ut '^<«'. For not l^emg confined like the drama to a limited 
time, or the period of a£iion being fuificicntly long to admit a 
JBitdtiplicIty of eventS) the poet, having chofen a fubje6^ moft 
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fufccptible of ornament and illuftration, has it in his power 
to enliven it with inftruAivc and amufing cpifodes, and to 
diverfify it with all the art and machinery of which poetry 
is capable. There is fcarcely any character or fituation in life, 
any fcience or employment, or any thing in the whole world of 
nature or of art which he may not introduce. But it muft be 
done naturally, and with dignity. 

408. It has been queftioned whether this cufloni be not rather 
prejudicial than advantageous to the effed of a poem. Homer 
and Virgil are fo particular in keeping up an appearance of 
piety, and fo attentive to the vanety occafioned by the frequent 
ifttrodudb'on of the deities, that their heroes are often degraded 
into mere madiincs : fo that, though for the prefent, we are de- 
lighted with the magnificent defcriptions of their appearance and 
intcrpofition, we are yet diffatisfifed orl ifefleftlng that the mere 
mortals engaged in combat have fcarcely fair play. When wc 
hear Achilles fay to Hedor, 

** 'Tis Pallas, Pallas gives thee to my lance," 

we cannot help wifhing that another Pallas was at the «Tbow of 
He^or, to infpire him with fimilar confidence, and put him more 
on an equality with this bully, of Greece. In fhort, it .is impof- 
fiblc to read the account of this combat without pitying a hero, 
who being left alone, muft have perifhed by the army of the 
Greeks, had he not fallen by die h^nd of Achilles ; and wc refle6i 
with a figh, thus fell the heft and moft accompttftted charaBer in the 
/Bad/ • ' 
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52 J'. It was ufual pn the death of diftiaguiihed perfons to 
celebrate their obfequtes with fiuieral games. See Hiad 23. and 
JEneid 5« ' 

527. The Python flam by Apollo was an enormous ferpent, 
©r as fome fay, a moll infamous and dangerous man of this name. 
Hence the name "Pythi^ was given to the. prieftefFes of Apollo* 

530. Cacus a gigantic robber of Mount Aventine, who having 
fiolen the heifers of Hercules, was flain by him. See -ZEneid S. 



} 



The monfter fpewing. fhihlefB flames he found ; 
^e fqueez'd his throat, he writh'd his neck aroond^ 
And in a knot his cripled members bound : • 
Then from their fockets tore his burning eyes* 
Roll'd on a heap the breathlefe robber lies j • 

The doors unbarr'd receive the rufhing day, 
. And thprough lights difclofe the raviih'd ppey, 

539. This alludes to the defcription of a ftorm in the third 
JPneid, 

545* SeciEneid3, 137. . , 

Hie trees devouring caterpillars bum, * 
ParchM was the grafs, ^nd blighted \fas the com. 
Nor fcape the beafts : for Syrius from on higli' ' 
With peftilential heat infeds the fky; 
' My meii, fome fall, the Teft in fevers fry. 



549., See the defcription of JEtna, iEneid 3. 571* 
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The port capacious and fecurc from wind, 
la to the foot of thiind'ring Mtn^ joiii'dl 
By turns a pitchy cloud (he rolls on high ; 
By turns hot emhers from her entrails fly, 
And flakes of mounting flames that lick the flcy. 



} 



^6$. Vida here intinuites that the word fod is derived from 
^ct%i9 to maie or create^ and that this name is applied to writers of 
▼erfe on account of their peculiar excellence in giving fuch glow- 
iig and animated reprefcntations of things, (fays Dionyiius of 
Halicarnaffus, fpeaking in pratfe of Homer) 00 f^i$f %fuf )U^fi^v 
T« ir^ayfiecltt u Xty^fM9* «^«v, fo that you can perceive no dif- 
ferencc between the defcription and the thing itfclf, Triftram. 

569. See ^neid 2* where .£nea8 deforibes the deftra£Uoii of 
Troy. 

6o3« On this paflage Triftram cites fome remarkable expref- 
iions fix>m Seneca, de TranqmJlhate Amm* ** Nothing, fays hCf 
gseat and extraordinary can be produced but by a mind under a 
particular emotion. When it looks down upon what is ufual and 
common^ and foars abft ^uuier the facred impulfe, it then iings 
ift ft ftiain fupertor to mortality. While the mind ts as ufual, 
and perfedly mafter of itfelf, it is incapable of reachin|^ the 
aidiious and the fublime. Let it therefore leave the beaten track, 
and be carried out of itfelf: let it fpum the rein, and running _ 
away with it's mafter, carry him ^hither of hin;ielf he would 
fcarce have ventured to afcend.** 

626m The po«t here commends thofe who read the ancient 
bards with care and attention ; and who do fo more efpecially 
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irben about to enter upon compoiitton. Thercy like bees they 
frp tlic ilowers) and colkc^ the pureft honey. Add to this, that 
by this fort of reading ardently purfued, the facred fury is ex« 
cited, and the mind conceives with peculiar force and beauty 
thofe ideas, images, and patterns, or by whatever other name they 
may be called, which it would imprefs on the fubjed in hand.** 
Pontan. Inft. Poet. *^ ' 

632. The rapidity and animation of thefe verfes is admirably 
adapted to the fubjeft ; and the pget is plainly carried away by 
the enthufiafm he fo eloquently dcfcribes. Triftram in loc. 

648. Plutarch relates of Socrates that he fometimes com- 
pofed verfes in his deep. Artemldorus fays he knew one, who 
dreaming that he wrote with his left hand, fuddenly became a 
^rriter yi a«««f arfteSoff, of humourous poems. 

Sir Thomas Brown informs us in his Religio Me£d that 
though he was of a mofl faturnine comple6^ion, he had frequently 
eompofed comedies in his ileep, and laughed himfelf aWake at 
the jefts of them. He adds, that fach was his opinion of the 
peculiar power and vigour of the foul in deep, that if he could 
command her operations in fuch moments, he Vould chufe them 
for hit devotions^ and for all his more important undertakings* 
Some of the critics &y this is the author from whom Johnfon 
firft fomked his ftyle. 

654. iVh^ this cn^gy is perceived, let us ftop and look 
Aaat \i% piifaiog the impetuofity of die impatient courfer ; which 
itl^ead of delayiag, will ody gi^ him new ftrength and fpirils. 
QuintiL 
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So Pontanut. Let us not fuffer ourfelves to be hurried awajf 
in the iirft impulfe, which for the mod part is vehement and 
inconfiderate. Nor fhould we, in the inftapt that a favourabfe 
gale fprings up,- fpread our fails to the winds. But firil, taking 
a review df the mind and it's powers, let us confider the fubje6t 
in it's fcveral parts with the ^itmoft accuracy and care, till that 
fudden and fiery ardour is moderated by refle&ion. Font, Inft. 

Poet- 

■» 

664. Ariftotle in this inftance confiders tragedy, comedy, and 
the epopoeia at ftsnding upon the fame ground, fince they are all 
imitations; and confequently the more perfedl the nearer they 
approach to nature. 

Pope has with this view paid a DObk compliment to Homer* 

When fifft young Maro in his boundlefs mind 
A work t' otttlaft immortal Rome defign'd^ 
Perhaps he fecm-d above the critic's law. 
And but from nature's fountains fcom'd to draw : 
But when t' examine ev'ry part he came» 
Nature and Homer were, he found, the fame. 
Convinced, amazM, he checks the bold defign } 
And rules as ftriA his laboured work.confiae. 
As if the Sugirite o'erlookM each line. 

Art of CriticifiB. 



} 



676 to 6S7« I have already ex^refled my furprice that Vida 
bas never mentioned Hwace^ which is the more reioarkable at 
there are allufions to his art of poetry in fererd parti of iM 
l^octid. A«noDg the reft «re thofe that fidlow; 
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Refpiccre exemplar vitx moramque jubcbo 
Dodum imiUtorem ; et yeras fainc ducerc vocet. 



JEtatis cujufque notandl funt tibi mores, 
Mobilibufquc decor naturis dandus & annii. 



Intererit multuxn, Davufne loquatur, an heros : 
Maturufne fenex, an adhuc florente juventa 
Fenridus } an matrona potens, an feduk nutxix | 
Mercatorne vagu^, cultome virentis ageUi ; 
Colchusy an AfTyrius ; Thebis nutritus, an Argit^ 
» ■ Honoratum d forte reponis Adullem j 

Impiger, iracimdus, inexorabflu, acer. 
Jura neget fibi naU, nihil non arroget armii. 
Sit Medea i!pro^ inndaque ; flebilis Inop • 
Perfidus Izio% lo taga,» triftis Oic&e8« 

684* Confiftency and propriety of cbarafter are of great im* 
portance. It is remarked by Ariftotle, x^n % >§ w%it udmy mu 
fflu9 n % »nty>uu$9 n % tuft' «$f r«ir rotitrtf % %u6vl» Myuf n 
mKrIur, n afmyuttuft n ux4(» In the manners afcribed to different 
diarafters, we mtift always have refpeft to neceflity or probabiEty $ 
a that it fhall be either neceflary or probablej that every duu 
rafter ftaB fpeak or aft as he is reprefented. 

' Homer and Vhgil are partiotdar in difcriminating the chara£ter| 
df the deities ifaey introduce. Venus is diftinguiflied as much 
l^her gracefid floanner and addrda aa by ber beauty; and Juno 
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ii on a&noft s£ occasions the vixen oftEe Hoes* But DrTdeii 
thinks that Viigfl is i^ general too uiifaiK>aBrable to feftiale cha*; 
raOers } and that this it one of thti moft kri^m ob^e&iona ^igsiiaA 
theiEttdd. 

696. See JEneid i a. 9. 

708. See -ffincid 4. 300. 

712. SeeiEncid I. 56i« 

718. See MaM a. 77. 

720. See IKad 2. 190 & 284. 

* 722. See Biad i. 246. . ^ 

726. See -£neid 8. 370. 

729* To touch abd oominand the paffioiitit c&ioA z^'wcdSiarf 
to the poet «s to the oratcur. The former as^weU aa the htter 

mufl write 

■' <* not only well, but movingly, 



And raifc men's paflions to what height he will.** 

741. See Georgic 4. 464. 

746. See iBneid 9, 433, 

7^6. If in the courfe of the narrative any thing fhould arife 
of an indecent nature, let the poet pafs it (lightly over, or dif". 
femble it with acutcncfs, or wifely involve it in obfcurity; nor 
let him ever in his reprehonfions of vice expreiSi himfdf in obfoenc^ 

a H a 
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hnguagc, ^fiuoh may infed the xnind witli the veooIkdBoa at 
impure pleafurcs. For what can be bafer or more tmwoHhy « 
man thav immedeft terms I He was certvniy not ovemife -wli# 
took notice of Virgil as remarkable for the pmity of his fenti-^ 
ments. Viperaaus de Poet. L 2. c» 4. 

Catbo adTifes that fuch fubje£b (hould be treated paraphrafti* 
eally, and mentioned in the mod decent tenns, or even paffed over 
infilence. 

The pmity ox Virgil has been mneh celdirBted : and it * is 
certain that both in fentiment and expreffion» the general tenor 
of his writings is eminently cba(Uy and at as great a diilance from 
obfcenity as from Tulgarity. Dryden undertakes to vindicate 
even the obnoxious parts of his pallorals: but, after all he has 
feid in their favour, ^ cannot but wifh they had been 
fvppreifed. The ftory of Pafiphae is indeed no more than an 
dlaficm» though. a grofi one; but the Alexis is his own: and»' 
though Dryden has given a favourable turn to^ the fubje^, by 
quoting from the ^neid a pallage which fpeaks of the punty of 
fricndihip, ^ fueri omotTf and which he has applied to that oi 
Virgil, it muft be acknowledged that this paftoral has at leafi. an 
equivocal appearance, and ought npt to. have bec^ capable of a 
confiru£Uon which many are of opinion is the moil obvious and 
naturaL > 

The ftory of the marriage, (as fhe chofe to call it) of ^fieas 
and Dido, is not. un£ivonnfble in this view to the charafter of 
Virgil : and it may perhaps be aflced in his vindication, how it 
(iah be fuppbfed that a man who could defcribe fuch a meeting iff 
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ftich termiy and with to &n€t an attention to deconmi, ftouM 
haTC addreffed* ikis Alexis in the ftrain of fentiment imputed 
to- him. Tbis it perhafra one of the beft prefumptm proofs ta 
Us faTOur. I wifii he coiild be more effe£hxally vindicated. 

764. See JEneid 4I 165. 

The queen and prince, as love or fortune guides. 

One common caveni in her bofom hides. 

Then firft the trembling earth the fignal gave ; 

And ilaihiog fires enlighten all the cave : 

HeH from below, and Ji^wrfrom above. 

And howling nympSs were coufcious to their lore. ' 



The queen, whom fenie of honour could not mov^ 

No longo- made a fecrct of her love ; . - • , 

But calPii it marriage^ hy thatfpeciout name 

To veil the crimen and fanSify the Jhaffie* 

Dryden. 

770* Servius in his comment on ^neid i. 474. gives the fol- 
lowing account of the death of Troilus, which is much the fame 
with that of Lycophron and Theocritus. He fays, ** Veritas hoc 
habet, TroiH amote AchiUem du£lum palumbes ei, quibus ille 
dele£tahaturi objeciHe : quas cum vellet tenere, captus ab Achille, 
in ejus amplei^i^ periit." . 

Thirxr #hst Vida hints at as by no tneims proper to be re- 
lated y and which Virgil has fupprcflW, cithef becaufe he did not 
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bdtcve ity or tlfeoisght it too tndeceiit to be adaiittcd into \a$. 
ydt^h. He faoa therefore defcrKied Lim as ftlling on the field of 
bftttle tn an unequal conteft with a warrior fo reoowoed a» 
Achillea aod paying the forfeit of his temerity. Thi9, a«on^ 
other incidents of the war, ^neas is defcnbed sis obferving painted 
on the walls of the temple of Juno in Carthage. , 

Elfewhere he faw where Troilus defied 
Achilles, and unequal combat tried. 
Then, where the boy difarm*d, with loofenM reins 
Was by his horfes hurried o*er the plains : 
Hung by the neck and hair, and drag'd around. 
The hoflile fpear yet flicking in his wound, ' 
With tracks of Uood infcrib'd the dufty ground. 



1 



8oo. ' Triftram remarks that the hint of this digreifion feems 
to have been taken from that of Virgil, Georgic i. 498. 

805. This paflage refers to the wars between Francis I. of 
France, and the emperor Charles V. after the death of Leo X $ 
when Italy was laid wafie, and many of it's principal towns, 
MHan, Naples, Parma, and Placentia expofed to all the horrors 
of war. Nor did even Rome efcape: for in 1527 it was be- 
fieged and taken by the Imperial forces under the celebrated 
jbom-bon ; when Pope Clement Vll, was taken prifoner, and the 
titj delivered up to the avarice and brutality of ihe foldiers. 
About this time the Turks were afpiring to tbe fovereignty of 
Europe, to whom the w^y to the conquefb of Italy was rendered 
)e& diScuh. by the difle&tions of it's princes. 
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S2I« The Julius here mentioned was Julius de Medicis, 
nephew to Leo X. who, on the death of Adrian, in I523» was 
cleded to the triple crown, and aflumed the name of Clement VIL 
He was fo great a favourite with Leo, that he fcarcely under- . 
took any thing without confulting him. 

828. . Solyman, the Turkifti emperor, after the moft fplendid 
tlAones in the Eafk, and the conqueft of Syria and Egyp^ 
threatened to turn his arms againft the Chriftians. On this 
0€x:afion Leo exerted every effort by his legates to induce tb^ 
princes of Europe to lay afide their private refentments, and to 
turn their united force againft the common enemy. This excd# 
lent advice was fruftrated by the death of it's author } and th^ 
fword was drawn to lefs patriotic purpofes. Thtan. Hift. L z« 
Jov. in Leo. Vit. 

85;. This diftingoiflied pontiff was carried off in 152 1 rathet 
unexpeaedly, and fome fufpeded* by poifon, at the age of forty- 
feven, much regretted by his fubjeSis^ and by the kanicd of 
ajmoft every country in Europa. 
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NOTES ON THE POETICS. 



BOOK III. 

19 8c 20. 'T^ HE poet i$ fuppofcd to allude tothofc crabbed 
•** writers, Lycophron and Perfius. The formef 
was one of the feven poets called the Pleiades. He wrote a poem' 
^titled Alexander^ in which beginning with Hercules and the 
hiftory of Troy, he concludes with Alexander the Great. Statius 
takes notice of his obfcurity. 

■ tenebrafque Lycophronis atrij 

. Apd Lycophron's impenetrable ihadc 

Perfius was a learned Roman, who flourifhed in the reign of 
Nero, and wrote a fatyrical poem, which has been higUy com* 
mended: Quintilian feys, he'acqtiired a great reputation, though' 
be wrote but a fingle book: multum & ver« gloric, quamvit. 
tino libro Perfius meruit. Others are much offended at the 
faarflmefs and obfcurity of his ftyle } and confider him for that 
reafon at fcarcdy worth the reading. But we muft make fomt 
allowance for the times in which he liTed* He who would laih 
tice when the fovereigo is the moft abandoned character in th« 
nstion muft not fpeak too plain* It may be added, thal^leamii^ 
was then on the decline; and a fiilfe and corrupt taftc had. 
begun it'i inroads ou the repubKc of lettcri. 



• Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



C 24» > 

Allowing therefore for particular occafions» it is obvious ta 
general, that th^ judgment of Ariftotle, Demetrius Phalttcus, 
C^intiliany and a multitude of critics is juft : A^m; x^n, ^n ^ 
f^n IxTTun^ f<yflM.-~M4A<f« ott^n x^ %* >4'' ^^*^» Prima eil eIo« 
quentiae virtUs perfpicuitas. The moll diftinguifhfed excellence of 
ftyle is, that it be perfpicuous, yet laot creeping. The firft charm 
of ftyle is perfpicuity. 

For proof of the propriety of thefe remarks, wt need only 
attend to this iingle conilderation ; that the firft intention of 
writing as well as of converfationy muft be the communication of 
our fentiments ; for which purpofe we muft (U lea/i be itiielB^U* 
Concifenefs fometimes produces obfcurity» 

43* So , great is the charm of variety, that without It the 
moft pleafing fubjed palls and difgufts. It is one of the chief 
beauties of nature, who, in the immeniity of her works, has em- 
belliih^d evexy thing with a wonderful diverfity. £ra£ de Cop, 
Verb* 

It is obferred by naturalifts, that fcarcely two beans or two 
blades of grafs can be -found exa6Uy alike* Europeanst whea 
£rft accuitomed to the negro countenance, can icarcely perceive 
among them any diftindion of feature. Perhaps they are in 
the fame predicament with regard to us. There is however 
in the African face a^ real a diflindioQ and at gretit a variety 9» 
in the European. 

l%o>iasBC may be faid df animak People not much iiccuf-i 
t^ed to Iheep think them aD JSki^ Bui a &|Btcr..Ycadil;f ^. 
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Itngniflies the coiifttenance of every individual of his flock, and 
perceives in it a ohara£ler of it's own* Thefe confiderations 
indicate by a ftriking analogy, that the bve of variety is natural 
and commendable* 

54. Metaphor is a powerful inftrument in the hand of a poet* 
When happily conceived and applied, it is at once an expreifion 
and an lUuilration of a fentiment. £$i ^sy« ^c* 7« f««5« 1^9 
U^nfHmf 9r^«roy]«f; %gi}edv(iy *^ i'iw><6(? tytfiavty neu yXwfltu^. Td 3f 

iv^^MCf li ^fiu»v Hh ^^ 7«^ <v /i6f?<»^fi^fii' % ^fMt^f diAT^y f?«. To 
adopt with propriety each of thofe I have mentioned, both com- 
pound and foreign terms, is of great importance. But to fucceed 
in metaphor is a diilinguifhing excellence. In this it is impoflible 
to borrow from others : and it is a criterion of genius ; for a 
good metaphor is like aftual vifion* Arid. Poet* 1* 23* 

When Ariftotic faya that metaphor cannot be borrowed, he 
undoubtedly means, that it's efFe6k chiefly depends on it's b^in^ 
new and uncommon* I am not certain, however, whether I 
have exadly rendered the latter part of this paifage. % •fftcp 
B^M^uf io-t might perhaps not improperly be rendered, refimMes 
inttation : but I ipcline to prefer the fenfe I have given it : a good 
mOaphor u Rie aSual wfion. It induces a difplay of a fubj^^d 
much more luminous and ftriking than the fimple exprelfion of it 
In it's natiiral and appropriate terms* 

Trifiratn cites a paflage^ from Cicero de Oratore^ b which he 
lays, atque hoc in genere perfxpe mihi admirandum videtur, quid 
fitf quod omnei txanflatis et alieais magia delede&turi quam pro^ 
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priis k fuis. It often appears wonderful to me, that every ©nc 
i» fo much delighted wkh foreign and metaphorical terms ratker 
than with fuch as are natural and proper. 

This figure is not peculiar to poetry. Some orators abound 
in it even to exuberance, n^ilts fiSeifc^mi imXpycflM. See y. 103-4. 
Arift. Rhet. 1. 3. c. 2. 

From 62 to 69, 8c no to 112 are examples of the metaphor. 
From 77 to 84, and from 121 to 128 are illuftrations. It i» 
more than probable, as Vida obferves, that the ufe of metaphor 
originated in the poverty of language, and was called in to it'9 
aid; and that from having been firft adopted by ncceffuy^ it 
gradually advanced into a luxury % and being coniidered as oma^ 
mental, became generally admitted by the po^s; 

There is much beauty in the above illuftratiohs, where the 
akemation of images produced in the miad by metaphorical allu- 
iion, is ccxnpared to figures on the ihore reflefted in the water 
below \ and the diftindion between the original ofe of it through 
poverty of language, and it's prefent ufe for ornamental purpofes^ 
to the dlfferience between the huts of the early inhabitants of the 
univerfe, and the ftately domes and palaces of more refined ages. 

97« See the conclufion of Iliad i* 

Thus the blefi: gods the genial day prolong^ 
Ir^ fizafta ambrofial and celeftial fong* 
Apollo tun'd the lyre ; the Mufes round 
With voice alternate aid the filver found. 

Pope's Homer* 
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f a$. It is a great mifta^e to fuppofe, [that the Uberti«t takoi 
by the poets; whofe principal obje^ is to delight^ and who are 
frequently obb'ged by the confinement of numbers to give un- 
common turns to their expreflions, can be admitted in profe. 
We are to remember that the orator is not implicitly to follow 
the poets in boldnefs of figure and latitude of exprefii(on, which 
are often calculated for mere embellifhment. Befides, poetry 
having no other objed than to give pleafure, has recburfe for that 
purpofe to what is not only fiditious, but often incredible ; and 
claims from the earlieft times an indulgence peculiar to itfelf : 
for the poets, being tied down to a certain conformation of num- 
bers, cannot always fpeak in natural and appropriate terms ; but 
' being forced from the ufual way, are obliged to tread in a left 
beaten tracks and to adopt a mode of exprefiion peeuliar to 
themfelves. Quintil. L 8. 6. & L lo. t. 

I40. The hypeibole Is propeily iitmluced, D<rhen die fubjeA 
to be treated exceeds the ufoal proportion. For when we cannot 
eafily exprefs it*s magnitude, it is allowed to go beyond the 
truth ; fince in deiicription it is better to fay too much than to<» 
little. QuintiL L 8. c. 6. 

145. Thefe words are twice qnoted by Cicero from a poet 
whofe name is not known. An expreifion of Virgil's not unlike 
It is in ^neid 2. 241. 

O Patria ! O Dimm domus nium, & indyta bello, 
Mscnia Dardanidum ! 

There are Cipailar pallages in Flautus ahd Silius Italicus. 
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^ O Troja ! O Patria j O Pergam^m ! O Pnamey periifti fenex t 

But this of Plautu8 borders upon rant. Admiration or pity in 
unfkilful hands is generally obferved to deal too much in inter- 
jci^ion ; and by awkward attempts at the pathetic^ either fayt 
nothing, or becomes unintelligible. A modem traveller^ defcrib- 
ing fome (latuary he law abroad, falls into this error, and is fo 
petrified with aftonlfhment, that he becomes incapable of con* 
veying a (ingle idea : " what horfes ! what marble ! what por- 
phyry I" But whether this ftatuary was excellent, or in what 
that excellence confifted, thefe exclamations do not inform us. 

149. Cicero in his Orator commends this mode of «zpreflioii 
as grand and ftriking, and feledls nearly the fame inftances at 
Vida ; which makes it probable that the latter haid an eye to 
TuUy on this occafion. 

153. Thisverfcy which he much commends, is afcnbed by 
Cicero to Eonius. De Orat. c 7. 

1 69. This refers to the ftory of Deiphobus, who having mar* 
ried Helen after the death of Paris, was by her robbed of hi» 
fword as he lay afleep, and expofed naked and unarmed to the 
fury of the Greeks, whom fhe introdued into his chamber. Sec 
JEncid 6, where he relates the ftory to ^neas in the (hades. 

Meaii time my worthy wife our arms miflald, 
And from beneath my head my fword convey'd ; 
The door unlatch'd, and with repeated calls, 
iavites her former lord within my walls. 
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sThtt li an example of the figure irony ; of whidi Vida cJCeaf 
another from ^neid 1 1, and applies the epithet infignu to Drances, 
who though naturally no fighter, ^s ironically defcribed as mow- 
ing down whole ranks, and enriching himfelf with the fpoils of 
the vanquifhed* 

" 179* Repetition well introduced 18 a fingukr beauty. Triftram 
frfers here to the fourth Eclogue of VirgiU 

Pan etiam Arcadia mepum fi judice certct, 
Pan etiam Arcadiavdicat fe judice vid^uni. 

One of the moft beautiful yet fimple inftances of repetition it 
in another Eclogue, 

£t loilgum, formofe, vale, vale inqait» lola. 

190. It 18 obferved by Cicero de Orafore^ that metaphoHcaf 
t«nna mdl be chafte andconfe^k, and feem to fall oaCt&rally into 
the places they are niade to occupy; acid by Demetrius Phalerius, 
that high, fiown figure is unfuitable to a trifling fubje6^ : n^«y/M« 
fecx^oy V %;^7«i 07x0? l^oi M^^: In the fimile, ^ 198, Vida 
had probably in his eye the following paflage of Longinus* t*^ 

couple great and pompous expreflions with a low fubjeft, were 
like a great dramatic charaAer rejpre&nted by an infant* 

The goddefs Rhea» frequently called Cybele, is confidered by 
ApoIIonius as-'a perfonification of the earth, TTie extenfion of 
this idea by a metaphor, which reprefents the grafs the earth pro* 
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iaced as the treilb of the goddefs, is juftly ridicukd by ovit 
author. . 

199. The poet recommends in fome parts of a poem a grace- 
ful negligence ; intimating, according to the remark of QointiUant 
that as a moderate and feafonable ufe of metaphor (heds a luftre 
on a fentence, fo a too freipient ufe of it mvdk produce tediou£- 
nefs and obfcurity* 

203. The fimile. 

213. JE^f^«y fays Ariftotle in his Rhetoric, a«7» 9^ Ttin^wt 
Af|*5 sf*. The language of verfe and profe are very different. 
Every art, fays Quintilian, is fubje^. to laws and regulations of 
it's own. Comedy encroaches not on the bulkin ; nor does tra- 
gedy invade the fock. But as every province of eloquence hat 
(bmething in conmion with the reft, that is to be imitated hy 
cu^f which 18 common to all. ' The ftyle of tragedy is more 
familiar, and approaches nearer to converfatipn than the epic. 

229-30. We are to fhun, fays Petronius, vail vulgar expref- 
fions, and to chufe terms as remote as poflible from the ufage of 
the mob. In this refped we (hould fay with the poet» 

Odi profanum vulgus, & arceo. 

HOR. 

I Hate the mlgar and the herd profime. 

-Longinus &y8 that in fublime themes it is unbecominjr tp 
defcend to low aod- tguoble Xsxm^ ^nlefs obliged to it bf 
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fomc invincible neccflity ; and that a dignified fubjed wiQ de* 
mand expreiliong congenial to itfclf. 0» ^ x<»/«vl4f,-*-Long. c. 42* 

232* The fame author remarks, "diere is another way of 

^ reaching the fubtime» independent of wliat we have juft mentioned. 

And what is that ? An imitation and emulation of the beft authors 

urtio have lived before us, whether in verfe or profe. Longin. c. 1 3. 

248. To colled gold from the foil of EnniuSf was a faying of 
Virgil to a friend who found him reading this old author. And 
it was worthy of him. There are few writers from whom a man 
of tafte and genius will not derive fomething that may be ren* 
dered lifefuL 

The fimile of water in the fubfequent verfea is a very goo4 
one: though perhaps as he had been comparing the excellent 
things thinly fcattered in Ennius to gold mixed with much drofs^ 
« comparifon taken from the refining of metals in the crucible 
were more immediately in point. 

%6$m There is a remarkable pafTage in the great critic quote J 
ibove, to this purpofe. It appears to me, fays he, that Hato^ 
in his philofophical difquiiitions, would not have aimed at fuch 
deeance of figure and expreflion, nor have entered, as in many 
parts of his writings he has certainly done, into themes and 
phrafes evidently poetical, unkfs, like a young champion anxioui 
to vie with him whom every one admires, he had entered the Kfb 
with Homer, contending perhaps more eagerly than became him, 
and piifhing at him as with his fpear ; though certainly not with- 
out Ibme advantage ; for, as HeGod obferves, emulation in fuch 
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f caTct is of great utility. Competition is furely noble and worthy 
of vi^ory, when even to be vanquiihed by fuch heroes were nOt 
inglorious. Longin. c* 15. 

269. If poets and other writers are indulged in a certain fel- 
lowfhipand community of poSc^ooBf who will impute it to 
Vizgil Ai a £iult9 that to give perfe^ion to hk wrttingSy he hat 
borrowed in* fome inftances from others I And' furely he may 
the more readily be pardoned, when it is confidered, that by 
this means he gave to immortality what had otherwife been 
inevitably configned to oblivion. ^|[acrob. Saturn. 1. 6. c. i. 

377. Such imitation of the ancients as Vida recommends^ 
Longinus infifts is not to be difhonoured by the name of pla^ 
giarifm, but to be confidered as lawful game.-c. 13. But it ia 
to be remarked, as Vida has done in the fubfequent veifes, that a 
man of genius will never depend on thofe. w]>o have written 
before him, but chiefly confult nature and himfelf. No man it 
fufficiently perfect to be fet up for an univerfal modeL Sec 
V. 329-30. 

282. It' is obferved of Virgil^ by the author cited abdvt^ 
that fuch is his mode of imitation, that whatever he borrows 
fi altered for the better, and more happily Tntroduced thaa 
in it's native foil. This praife is certainly his *duc ; and it is a 
praife which eminently belongs to our great poet Milton ; who, 
Ja the multiplicity of his alluiions to the '^ncientSp h^s libaicely 
fiuled, in % fingle inHance, to illuilrate or embellifli both his own 
2kbje6i and tlie fentiment he borrows. The peculiar felicity of 
4b aUvfioAs to the ancient mythology, and to the hiftory and 

3 K 
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geogmpliy of almoft cveiy country, is one among mny reafont 
Umi he hat doDe» in a rdigpous poam what none ever did either 
before or fince» and fucceeded ahnoft to the utmoft of hi» wiflies* 

360. Erafinus fpeaking of the pro p rie ty of introducing foreign 
wordsp on certain occafion% inftanoes in the word jr^stf, which 
he remarks is of Perfian origin ; and Qnintilian obferves, that the 
Itomaa tongue is much altered by it's mixture with that of 
ijrreece ; from which, when his own hnguage was deficient, no 
one fcrupled to boirow. 

373. The author quoted dwve reoomnends the moderate ufe 
of antiquated termsp as giting an air of ^vity, aftd, Uke fine 
{paintings, ftamping by their antiquity, an inimitabk value and 
authority upon thenu He fele&s the wordaaffi, qmatumf and 
othcn. Our poet inftances in mdugruB and ahiiquaL 

384. The Periphrafis is recommended by Longinus, as one 
Iburce of the (ublime ; and by Scaliger, for it's repugnance to the 
common forms of fpeech. 

387. Homer abounds in long compound words and ^thetSy 
which, though perfeAly in unifon with his own language, are left 
calculated for the Latin or the Englifli tongue ; and are therefef«9 
in moft inftancesy judidoufly avoided by Pcfc in his verfion of 

the Iliad. 

' 406. SfchftOserSkhaibas, thehuftandofSidb. 

. 411. Encehdufy the greateft of the gianU w^ coni^piredi 
9gainft Jupiter^ and being ftrock by a tl^underbtlW 1»as burio4 
under Mount JEtna. 
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FaM eft Eiicekdt femiuftum foknine eorpot 
Urgvri mole hac» ingentemque tnfuper ^tnam 
Jlmpoiitam ruptit flammam expinre canunw* 

JEnetd 3. 

400. t*he word qmbufainqne is ftequencly dEvkled fayTeretee 
and other writers ; cum guihu erat una eunque ; ZM is the Engliih 
word bowfoe^oer. Vida' here inftances in the vfor^ftpararef di£> 
uniting the former part from the latt^ by interpofing the con- 
junction. 

At verbis etiam partes ingentia in ambas 
Veiba interpofitis ^rodinderc, feqite farare 
♦**•*♦ interdum* licet — — ^ 

447* In this part of his fubjed, when he tivats of fiiitipg the 
ftyle to the fubjedy the cwiofa feBckas of our author is eminently 
confptcuousl How fldlfully docs he vary his numbers! 'With 
what a grace do they iUuftrate the rules they, exhibit ! Hqw 
does the bard of Cremona Ihine as he imitates the Mantuan ! And 
while he flops to explain the excelTencies of VTrgir, how admirably 
does be difcover his owh, which are .icarc^ in&rior I Triftr^ 

in loc« 

* ' * ' "'-.■»■• 

' 4(!4* '1% not ^enough no harihneiii giyea ofSnusey 
The found muft feem im echo to the fenfie. 
8of^ is.the ftraia when Zephyr gafi% blowSf 
And the (mooth ftpcam in Isioothcr nmpbers flows ; > 
Biit when loud furges lafh the founding fhore» 
The hoarfe rough verfe ihould Eke the torrent roar. 

Popc*8 Eflay on Cntidfin. 

^ K 3 
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Hofliery Milton, snd all the great poets have evidently paid 
particular attention to this rule. But many cnxk» are of opinion 
with Dionyiius of HalicamdSusy that Hcmier as well in^thk as 19 
dther inftances has excelled them all. 

j86. See JEncid j^. i+S- & 8, 689. 

497- -1.109. 

49?* — ■ — — 3-.r8i- 

502. — 8. 692. 

505. — 8. 87. 

508. See Georg. 1.-85-. •^ncid^7.'74. '^t. • » 

fit. Scc'^neid 7; 4621 , • . ^ 

515. .w-.. —-.10.653. , , ' 

J2b. — ■ "> 10. I. 

.523. — J 2. 86 j# 

/ 533.^' — — 5.422^. 

535. When Sifyphus is defcribed as rolling his ftone up the - 
hill, the tardy prbgrcfe oif the verfe is admirably dcfcriptivt of the 
Immenfe toil and diifeuky with- which it is pcrfOTmcd. On the 
Contrary, when the Aohe defeats Ids attempts, and rolls tmck upon 
Kim, ^e rapid ddW'Of the verfe imitates the velocity of it's motion.. 
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Ant' »f»f iB^oitf «*•]« A»^«ir* «XA'«i< f^XXtt 

AvIk fsntltf fni»pit wXtvido >Mag etfuins, ^ "^ 

I turn'd xny eye, and ^\ tuni*d furvey'd 
A mournful yifion, .the Sifyphi;in ihade ! ^ 

With many a weary ftep and many a groan. 
Up the high hill he heaves a huge round ftone ; 
The huge round ftone refulting with a bound. 
Thunders impetuous down, and fmokes along the grdiindw 
Again the reftlefs orb his toil renews, 
Duft mounts in clouds, and fweat defcends in dews. 

/ Odyffey il. ^ 

537. See Georg. 2. 400,' 

540- See iBneid 5. 549. Mr Pitt has b^en led here by hii 
want of nautical information into an error. He tranflates this 
paffage, 

" Nor lefs when pilots catch the friendly galea. 
Unfurl their Jbroudsy and hoift the wide ftretcfi'd fails.'* 

But to furl or unfurl are expreifipns which are pecuUar to the failf 
of a fliip^ and can have nothing to do with the flirouds, which 
fupport the mafts, and for that reafon muft remain invariably ia 
the feme pofition. 

545. See Georg. 3. 420. & .£neid 4. 594. & 9. 37. 

547^. Sec iEncid 2. 250. k ^.481. 
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557. 


See JEneld 3. 544. 


560. 




5. 390, 


5<»4- 





570. It 18 no' lefs a mark of genius to know wtiat to fay, 
•nd in what manner^ than tb introduce it feafonably, and fmt the 
ftyle to the occaiion. Ma^rot>iu» juftly commends in this IxfpcA 
the various doquence of Viigil. 

^^89. The advice of Horace in this cafe is well known« 

— Nonumque prematur in annum, 
Membranb intus pofitis delere Iicebit 
Quod lioa edideris : nefcit vox mifTa reverti. 

6i5« The original, v. 477, arid the ten foDowing verfet 
^caligci: lays are truly divinci and may defy a0 critlcifm. He 
adds» that thofe that follow to the end of the poem are fuch 
liappy imitations of Virgil, as to have attained an almoft. equal, 
perfedion. 

^3 J,. —«-«-. Camen reprehendite quod Aoa 
Multa dies, & multa litura coercuit ; atque 
9ttk6jun decies noncaftigavk ad unguem. 

HoR. 

€75. Let corredion knpw it's limits. For.th^re are feme 
who confider whatever they firft write as fruity, and are perpe- 
tually correcting and altering whenever ^ book comes into their 
Iiands ; like furgeons who are fo fond of the kstfe a3 to cut away 
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^vctt the fouid flcftu By this means the work is reduced to t 
mere fkeletony full of wounds and fears, and infinitely worfe for 
the fcarifications it has fuffercd. Quintil. 1. lo. c. 4* 

695. Rules for compofition are intended only for men 
of gemus and talents ; imce none eKe oan either clearly compre« 
headt or reduce them to praS^ce. Nothing can be done in thift 
cafe, but where a foundation is firft laid by nature. 

Tu nihil invita dices &ciefve Minerva. 

■ ego nee ftudium fine divite venaf 

Nee rude quid profit video ingenium. ^ 

Hon De Art. Poet. 

697* The condufion is worthy the modeft iRgeBiiity<of our 
poety who renounces his daim to that title, and confiders himfelf 
only as preparing the way for fome more favoured bard to the 
Mufes' hilL But diffidence is an ahnod invariable attendant om 
true genius. 



OF the poems of Bifliop Lowth and Mr Gray nothing eftil 
be faid by me to increafe their well earned reputation* The 
beauties which ftruck me on the firft reading of them, producedi 
fome years fince, the tranflations fubjoined to the Poetics. 

Hie odes an i^« t$6 and 158 were* given to the world fome 
years ago in the Gentleman's Magazine, pre£u:ed by a latirf 
letter figaed Gafper Paflavicini, Sub-Librarian to the Palatine 
Itbnuy % In which. I^ informs his friend, thut he found them on 
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a detached papcf in the library ; and that he fuppofcs them, from 
the title at the top of the page, to have been taken frofti fdme 
ancient (perhaps ^he moil ancient) copy of Horace. 

How far this may be true, I fiiall not conj entire*. There haye 
be^ feverai infUnces of modem latinicy. which the beft 
judges were not able to diftinguifh from the odes of this incom- 
parable lyric* And it is certain that thefe two are perfe6Uy ill 
the Horatian manner. Were I to objed to any part of them, it 
would be the phrafe urhlfq: jidtm Sgnitatiy of which, as 1 do not 
recoiled any fuch application in Horace, I have fome doubt ; but 
perhaps I may be miftaken. The abrupt digreffion in the En quo 
fiirentej Eumenidum is certainly not unlike the elegant author to 
whom it is imputed. 

The Elegy on the death of Mr Reed is a grateful tribute to 
the memory of an amiable young man, who.v/as mailer of tli« 
Borrowdale in the voyage to Botany Bay ; whofe abilities and 
amiable tamper rendered him an ornament to fociety, and an 
honour to his profeflion. The intimation in the elegy, that he 
had a prcfentim^nt of his fate, is literally true. He was uncom- 
monly dcjefted, though in perfed health, feveral days before hQ 
(ailed from Shields for the laft time. It is ftill more fingular, 
that a boy on board was fo terrified by dreaming for feveral 
nights fucceffively that the {hip was lofit, that he abfolutely rc» 
fii&d to go \ and by that means ^is life was iaved. Sec Her* 
od.3. 
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ERRATA. 

Poetics. B. 1. p» 49* r. lo : For lays read iayf. 
P. 67. V. 334 : For unfold read unfold. 
P. 78. V. 517 : For Eymne read Erynne. 
P. 1 36. y. 695 : For high read nlgL 

Notes. P. 173. L 9 : For are reswl xr.— -Near the bottom : For 
philofophy read fhiioit^* 
P* 176. L 7 I For vertorum read v0rhnim* 
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